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ASKe Key Messages 
 
• Interactions within a learning community, both formal and informal, promote student 

learning. (Astin, 1993; O’Donovan et al, 2008) 
 
• Assessment and pedagogic literacy among staff and students are prerequisites for 

increased effectiveness of assessment and feedback. (Price et al, 2010) 
 
• Understanding and exploiting the relational and dialogic nature of feedback leads to 

effective student engagement and learning. (Price et al, 2010) 
 
• Assessment and feedback processes that support student learning need to be 

coherent and integrated into the learning process.  (Price et al, in press) 
 
• There are no simple, quick and easy solutions to most assessment and feedback 

problems. (Price et al, in press; O’Donovan et al, 2008) 
 
• There are very few economies of scale available in assessment and feedback. (Gibbs, 

2006) 
 
• Students need to actively use assessment standards in order to fully understand them. 

(Rust et al, 2003) 
 
• To be effective, assessment must be recognised as a joint responsibility between staff 

and students. (Rust et al, 2005) 
 
 
References 
 
Astin, A . (1993) ‘What matters in college? Four critical years revisited’, San Francisco: 
Jossey-Bass. 
 
Gibbs, G.  (2006) ‘Why assessment is changing’ in Bryan, C. and Clegg, K (Eds) 
Innovative Assessment in Higher Education, Abingdon: Routledge. 
 
O’Donovan, B., Price, M., and Rust, C.  (2008) ‘Developing student understanding of 
assessment standards: a nested hierarchy of approaches’, Teaching in Higher Education, 
vol.13, no.2, pp.205-17. 
 
Price, M., Carroll, J., O’Donovan, B., and Rust, C.  (2010) ‘If I was going there I wouldn’t 
start from here: a critical commentary on current assessment practices’, Assessment and 
Evaluation in Higher Education.  First published on 20 April 2010 (iFirst). 
 

Cont’d/… 



ASKe Key Messages 
December 2010 

2 

 
 
 
 
 
Price, M., Handley, K. and Millar, J.  (in press) ‘Feedback – focussing attention on 
engagement’, accepted March 2010 Studies in Higher Education. 
 
Price, M., Handley, K., Millar, J., and O’Donovan, B. (2010) ‘Feedback all that effort but 
what is the effect?’, Assessment & Evaluation in Higher Education, vol.35, no.3, pp.277-
289. 
 
Rust, C., O’Donovan, B., and Price, M.  (2005) ‘A social constructivist assessment 
process model: how the research literature shows us this could be best practice’, 
Assessment and Evaluation in Higher Education, vol.30, no.3, pp.233-241. 
 
Rust. C, Price, M., and O’Donovan, B.  (2003) ‘Improving students’ learning by 
developing their understanding of assessment criteria and processes’, Assessment and 
Evaluation in Higher Education, vol.28, no.2, pp.147-64. 
 


