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DVDs, CDs and videos: copyright guidelines








Can I copy a commercial DVD, video or CD for personal use or for coursework?


No, unless you have written permission from the copyright owner.





Can I copy a commercial DVD, video or CD for teaching?


No, unless you have written permission from the copyright owner.  There is an exception for courses which teach film production or film sound-track production.  This exception does not apply to courses about films or film music, or to courses on film music composition, only to courses which cover the technical aspects of making films and film sound-tracks.  Staff teaching on film production courses (and their students) may copy from commercial DVDs, videos or CDs; no other staff may be involved in the copying process.





Can I copy footage recorded by myself, my tutor or students on my course?


If you made your own video or DVD, you can copy it or give permission for it to be copied.  If someone else made the video, you would need permission from them to copy it.





Can I record television programmes at home for personal use?


Yes, you can record television programmes in order to watch them at a more convenient time.   However, you cannot make a further copy of a recording of a television programme for personal use.





Can television programmes be recorded and copied for educational purposes?


Yes, Oxford Brookes staff can record and copy television programmes for educational purposes (but there are special rules for programmes produced by the Open University – please ask before recording or copying these).  Students cannot record or copy television programmes for educational purposes.





Oxford Brookes staff may copy clips and extracts from programmes to show in teaching.  Programmes may not be altered, for example, by separating the original soundtrack from the picture and substituting a new commentary.





Students should access programmes as videos or DVDs.  It is not possible to put television programmes on Brookes Virtual.





All recordings and copies of recordings must be labelled with the following details: date (when the recording was made); name of the broadcaster; programme title; the wording 'This recording is to be used only for educational and non-commercial purposes under the terms of the ERA Licence'.





For further advice on copyright, please contact Katie Hambrook in the Audio Visual Unit office in the Headington Library (phone 01865 483146).
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