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How do I do a database search?
The first thing you need is a search strategy (a plan).  Work this out on paper before you go anywhere near the computer!  People who try to search without a plan usually end up either with hardly any results, or with thousands of hits that aren’t what they really want.  Here’s how:

· Sum up in a single sentence or question what you are looking for. This can be quite simple, eg:  “I’m looking for articles on the spiritual care of people with dementia”.
· Pick out the key aspects of that topic: “spiritual care”, “dementia”. 

· Come up with as many different words, spellings, etc as you can that different authors might use to describe each aspect of your topic.  You need to do this because databases just mechanically match up the exact words you type in with the words in the article titles and abstracts they have. So if you typed in “spirituality” and there was an excellent article on “religion and dementia”, you wouldn’t find it.  For example:
Spiritual care – spirituality – religion – religious belief – faith

Dementia – Alzheimer – Alzheimers - Alzheimer’s

Try to think of different words that may be used in different countries (for example, in the US, cancer care is often called oncology) and also different spellings in British and US English (for example, British English paediatric becomes US English pediatric – there are lots of these!)

When you have a list of a few possible keywords for each aspect of your topic, you are ready to start searching.

Which database should I search? Should I search more than one?
· We have lots of Health and Social Care-related databases.  The best way to find out about them is to look on the Subject Help pages on the Library Web site (www.brookes.ac.uk/library/subject.html) for Health Care or Social Work.

· When you get to the Health Care page or the Social Work page, click on “Databases” under “Electronic Resources”.

· The database list will tell you what each database covers, and give you a link to it.

· In general, for a nursing or midwifery topic, British Nursing Index is a good place to start, with CINAHL as a backup; for allied health professions such as occupational therapy or physiotherapy, start with AMED, again with CINAHL as a backup; for social work, start with Social Care Online or Social Services Abstracts. HMIC is good for lots of non-clinical topics, such as policy, or inequalities in health. After that, which other databases would be helpful depends on your topic, as there are lots of specialised ones.

· How many databases you should search depends how much useful material you find on your first database, and also how thorough you need to be – for an essay, one database may be enough; for a thorough search for a dissertation, you probably need to search several.

How do I get in to the databases?
· If you’re on campus (ie on a Brookes networked PC – including Marston Road and Swindon) you can get straight in to nearly all the databases by following the links from the Subject Help pages on the Library Web site.

· If you’re at home, or somewhere else off-campus, you will usually need a password – and in nearly all cases this is your Athens username and password.

· To log in to Athens, go to Electronic Library on the Library Web site, and click “Log in to Athens” – then log in with your Brookes University ID (student no) and portal (PIP, email) password.  You will be told when you have logged in correctly.

· If you have any problems with Athens login, ring the Library Enquiry Desk on 01865 483156 or look at the “Tips for logging in” on our Web site: www.brookes.ac.uk/library/athens/loginproblems.html
· Once you have logged in to Athens, choose the database you want either from Electronic Library or from the Health Care or Social Work databases pages.

· Some links take you straight to one specific database: others take you to a list where you have to select the database you want.

I’m in – now how do I search?

· The simplest way to search is to enter a single keyword or phrase; for example if you type “spiritual care” in to your database’s Search box and click Search, the database will find all the articles it knows about which mention that precise phrase in the title or abstract.
You will probably need to combine more than one keyword or phrase, though:

· For words which are alternative ways of saying the same thing, link with OR:

“spiritual care OR spirituality OR religion OR religious belief OR faith” (because you would like articles mentioning either  spiritual care or  spirituality or  religion etc).  Linking words with OR will always find you more hits, because it broadens out your search.

· For words or phrases which must both be in the search, link with AND:
“spiritual care AND dementia” because you want articles which are about both  spiritual care and dementia (you don’t want articles about spiritual care and the dying, or about dementia and reminiscence therapy).  Linking words with AND will narrow your search and find fewer hits.

You may need to combine multiple keywords for each element of your search: you can do this in two ways.

First method: search for each aspect of your topic, like individual building blocks of a search, and then use the database’s Search History button, if it has one, to combine them:

· Do a search for spiritual care OR spirituality OR religion OR religious belief OR faith

· Do another search for dementia OR Alzheimer OR Alzheimer’s OR Alzheimers
· Click on Search History

· Combine your two searches (they will have numbers, eg. #1 and #2) . Some databases have a “Combine with AND” button to do this, or you can type in a new search, “#1 AND #2”.

· This will create a new search (should be #3) with far fewer hits (results) than either #1 or #2, which combines the spiritual care  aspect with the dementia aspect of your search and includes all the keywords for each.

Second method: if your database does not have a Search History button, you can type in the whole search in one go, like this:

(spiritual care OR spirituality OR religion OR religious belief OR faith) AND (dementia OR Alzheimer OR Alzheimer’s OR Alzheimers)

- the brackets are essential because they tell the database which words relate to which aspects of the topic; put a set of brackets round each group of words which mean the same thing.

I’ve found some results that look good: now what do I do?
· The database won’t usually give you the whole article!
· Each hit (result) will include the article’s author(s), article title, and what journal it is from, with the volume, issue and page numbers, like this:






· Many databases have a button called Complete Record – this won’t give you the whole article either, just the abstract!
· Many databases now have the LinkSource service that offer Full Text links from the database itself; if you see the blue and green [image: image1.bmp]  icon next to a result, click on it. If we have an online version of this article, LinkSource will give you a link to it. If we do not have an online version, we may still have the article in print, in which case LinkSource will tell you to search the Library Catalogue (see page 5 for the right way to search for journals on the Catalogue).
I’ve got nothing, what do I do?

· Check you have not mistyped or misspelled any of your search words, or left out any spaces between words
· Check you have not put in an AND when you should have used OR
· Think about whether you are being too specific: for example, if you are searching for “spiritual care of Muslims with dementia in nursing homes”, you may need to broaden out to “spiritual care of Muslims with dementia” or “spiritual care in nursing homes”
· Think about whether there are more alternative keywords you could use for any aspects of your search
· Think about whether you are using the most appropriate databases; for example, if you are searching for this topic on PEDRO, which is a physiotherapy database, you would need to switch to something like PsycINFO, which is a mental health database
I’ve got far too many results, what do I do?

· Check you have not put in an OR when you should have used AND
· Think about whether you are being too broad and can be more specific, for example by searching for “spiritual care of people with dementia in nursing homes” rather than just “spiritual care of people with dementia”
· Try searching for your keywords just in the Titles of articles to focus the search further
· Look at our guide to Advanced Searching for tips on subject searching and limiting your search
Managing your results
If you have fewer than about 50 hits and lots of them are relevant, you will probably not be able to narrow down any more without losing relevant material.  Work through your results and:

· Select the ones you think are most useful.  Most databases have buttons to tick next to each result you want, to make a list or add them to a folder.

· Print, save or email the results you have ticked – most databases have buttons for this.

What do I do if there is no LinkSource service, or if LinkSource told me we don’t have the article I want online?
You need to look up the journals you want on the Library Catalogue. The Catalogue covers both printed and electronic journals, so if you were using a database that didn’t have LinkSource,  or if the LinkSource link didn’t work, the Catalogue will still tell you about online versions of journals as well as print ones.  If LinkSource told you we didn’t have the article online, the Catalogue will tell you whether we have it in print (on paper).
· Go to the Catalogue on the Library Web site (catalogue.brookes.ac.uk/)

· From the “Collection” box, select “Electronic and Printed Journals Catalogue”

· Don’t search for the author or for the article title – this won’t work.

· In the “Title” box, type the title of the journal – NOT the title of the article!

· In our example above, you would type “journal of dementia care” 

· If you are not sure of all the words in the title because it’s abbreviated, do a “Keyword” search instead and just put some of the words in (in our example, you could Keyword search for “dementia care” and still find the journal).

· If we have the journal title you want, it may come up as printed, electronic, or both. If more than one title comes up, select the one you want.

· Check that we have the year or volume of the journal that you need.

The Library hasn’t got some of the journals that I want – what do I do?

If you have checked the catalogue carefully and are sure we do not have the journal (or the specific volume or issue) you want, you may still be able to obtain it:

· Interlibrary Loan – you pay £2 and the Library gets a photocopy of the article from another library for you. There is a form to fill in, available from Library enquiry desks or on our Web pages at www.brookes.ac.uk/library/lending/obtain.html 
· Visiting another library – the journal you need may be available at the Bodleian Library, or at a local Health Care library such as the Cairns (at the John Radcliffe). You need to apply for access to these libraries – for more information on how to do this, see our Guide to Health Care Libraries: www.brookes.ac.uk/library/health/healthlibsguide.html To find out which libraries a journal is in, you can search the Health Libraries Network catalogue at stlis.thenhs.com/hln/catalogues/ (choose “Search HLN Journals”).
Are there any more advanced ways to search?

Yes, in many databases there are – see our further guide on Finding Journal Articles –“Advanced Searching Hints and Tips”.
How do I get more help?

If you’re having problems that this guide doesn’t deal with, you can:

· Try our suite of Brookes Virtual tutorials on library skills – go to the Brookes Virtual home page and look at the bottom of the page for the link to self-registering courses. Register yourself for the Health and Social Care Library Tutorials, then log in to CE6 and the tutorials will appear under your courses list.

· Try the Library’s general information skills pages: http://www.brookes.ac.uk/library/skill2.html
· Ask your module or course leader if any sessions on database searching or information skills have been arranged with Library staff as part of the course.
· Contact the Health Care Librarians for help: email healthcarelibrarians@brookes.ac.uk or telephone 01865 483135.
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What is this guide about?





It’s about finding articles in academic journals on particular topics.





Use this guide when you don’t already know what articles you are looking for – ie you know what your topic is, but not what articles have been written about it.





If you do want to find a specific journal article you already know about, use the Library Catalogue (see page 5, below)








Why can’t I just use the Library Catalogue or the Electronic Journals A-Z?





The Library Catalogue and the A-Z will tell you whether or not we have a particular journal.  It 


won’t tell you what articles are in those journals – to use the Catalogue or the A-Z you have to know that already.





So how do I find journal articles on my topic, then?





You use databases.  These are like huge electronic subject indexes of journal articles, book chapters and reports – so you can search for a particular topic and find out about lots of journal articles written about it.





What’s the difference between databases and the electronic journals?





Our electronic journal collections (eg. Academic Search Premier or Proquest Medical Library) aren’t the same as databases, even though you can sometimes do simple searches on them. The e-journal collections contain fewer titles than the databases and are often limited to certain journal publishers.  For wide coverage of a subject, eg for a dissertation, you should always use one or more databases.





Electronic journals contain the full text of journal articles (ie the whole article up on the screen); databases cover a wider range of journals, but just contain references to articles (though some link to full text articles – see the next section). If you just wanted one or two articles very quickly for an essay, you could do a simple search on an electronic journal collection and find a few full text articles. But you would be missing a lot of relevant material, so you wouldn’t do this for a more thorough search, eg. for your dissertation or research essay.





I’ve done a database search but I can’t get to the articles – help!





The databases don’t contain the full text of the articles, though many of them have direct links to full text, if we have an online version of the journal, through our LinkSource service. To find the full article you either need to use the LinkSource link, or search the Library Catalogue (see pages 4 and 5)
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TI: Bringing spiritual light into dementia care.
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