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International Student Advisory Service



OPENING A BANK ACCOUNT IN THE UK – SEPTEMBER 2011
General Information required for all banks

The following information will help you open a current account in the UK and has been compiled in 
co-operation with staff at the HEADINGTON branches of the banks listed and Santander in Clerici Building. This information was correct at the time it went to print (August 2011).  However, you are advised to visit each individual bank for up-to-date information to help you make an informed decision on opening an account.  If you are transferring money from your home country ask about commission charges.

To open an account at any of the listed banks you will require the following documents:

· Passport / EU ID Card 

AND
· Attendance Certificate - This must have both your local oxford address and your overseas home address.  It can only be obtained after enrolment via pip or from the academic management office (AMO).  

OR
· UCAS / University offer letter sent to your home address overseas (NOT to a PO Box, Institution or agent) 

All documents must be Originals.

Please make sure your name is on all your documents/correspondence and is exactly the same as in your passport.  If there are any spelling mistakes or different names then these documents will not be accepted by the banks and you will not be able to open a bank account.

If you change your address in the UK it is very important to notify your bank immediately of your change of address.  If you fail to do this your bank statements may get lost or returned to the bank resulting in your bank account being closed.
WE ADVISE YOU TO KEEP ALL YOUR MONTHLY OR QUARTERLY BANK STATEMENTS as these are important documents and if you need to extend your student visa or apply for a different type of visa during your stay in the UK you will be required to send up to 3 months’ original bank statements.  To order new statements will cost you a minimum of £5.00 and can take up to 10 working days.  Each bank offers different services which can help with the visa application process (information in the table on page 2).  

If after reading this information you experience problems in opening a bank account or getting a bank statement for visa purposes please contact the International Student Advisory Service (ISAS) on 01865 48 4681 or email isas@brookes.ac.uk 


Please turn over the page for information on the various banks in Headington, the accounts they can offer and any extra information needed when opening an account at each bank.

INDIVIDUAL BANK INFORMATION
	BANK NAME
	ACCOUNT INFORMATION
	· REQUIREMENTS 

	SANTANDER BANK

Clerici Building(Behind main reception

Oxford Brookes University

Gipsy Lane, 

OX3 0BP


	International Student Account
· Visa Debit Online card

·  No minimum deposit

· Free foreign cheque presentation one per month 

· No charge for international bank transfers

· No cheque book

· Monthly charge of £5.00 

· Can produce letter or print out statements in branch for visa applications
	· Current valid visa

· Santander will open bank accounts for students on courses of 5 months or less

· Account opened on same day
· CAS letter also accepted in place of the attendance certificate

	LLOYDS TSB

87 London Road

HEADINGTON

OX3 9AB


	Classic Account 

· Cheque Book

· Visa Debit Card 

· Mobile Banking

· No monthly fee

· No minimum deposit

· International bank transfer charges are:  to receive money £7.00; To send money is between £20-£35  

Transfers available with online banking at cheaper rate  

· Can stamp on-line statements in branch for visa applications
	· Minimum 30 days remaining on visa stamp

· Account opened by appointment 

	HSBC

108 London Road

HEADINGTON

Oxford

OX3 9AP


	Passport Account

· Visa debit card 

· £8.00 monthly charge with a fixed term contract of 12 months.

· Can do International bank transfers

Basic Bank Account

· Cash card

· No monthly charge
· Can print out statements in branch for applications
	· Visa must be valid for 6 months

· Minimum stay in UK – one academic year

· Account opened by appointment

·   

	NATWEST

91 London Road

HEADINGTON

Oxford

OX3 9AF


	Basic Account 

· Solo debit card 
· No credit card available

· No cheque Book

· No overdraft facility

· No deposit required

· International bank transfer charges vary between £10 - £27

· No monthly charge

· Need to order bank statement (up to 10 days) or a transaction list (up to 4 days)
Silver Account - £8.00 per month.  For more information go to the bank.
	· Minimum length of course - 6 months

· Licence to Occupy if living in halls

· If living in private accommodation a Tenancy Agreement from an             approved Letting Agency or utility bill (gas, electricity, water, telephone) or bank statement to UK address not more than 3 months old

	BARCLAYS

105 London Road

HEADINGTON

Oxford 

OX3 9AH 


	International Student Ibank Account

· Connect Card (Visa Debit)
· Minimum deposit of £1,000

· Cannot do International Payments

· £5 monthly charge 

Cash Card Account

· Visa Debit Card
· Minimum deposit of £10.00
· No monthly charge

· Can print bank statements in branch, which can also be stamped for visa applications
	· Proof of overseas address in English: driving licence, recent bank statement

· No minimum stay required

· Student Solutions Account opened by appointment

· Cash Card account cannot be opened in branch and an application needs to be sent centrally to be processed.
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