PLANNING
REMEMBRANCE DAY
EVENTS
IN YOUR SCHOOL
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Introduction
The purpose of this pamphlet is to help you plan Remembrance Day events
in your school. Remembrance Day (11th November) commemorates
the Armistice that ended the First World War in 1918 and is also used to
remember subsequent military conflicts. Do you already run events on or
around Remembrance Day or are you looking to do so? Are you looking for
suggestions to help you refine or refresh your ideas, or locate resources? The
purpose of this pamphlet is to help you plan Remembrance Day events in
your school.
The resources we list might inform the event itself, or preparatory and
follow-up activities. We do not propose any particular form of remembrance
event, but we hope that the information in this pamphlet, based on our
research in schools and suggestions from teachers, school leaders and
other organisations involved in remembrance events, will help you make your
own decisions. Obviously, different school contexts, locations, and ages of
pupils, will inform your choices. We are not advocating any particular stance
or approach to Remembrance Day. Instead, this pamphlet aims to help
you explore ideas, views, and experiences, and think further about creative
approaches that you might find useful in developing your Remembrance Day
events.
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Initial questions and ideas
This section starts you out with some basic information and questions
to enable you to start thinking in broad-brush terms about planning for
Remembrance Day in your school.
• Do you currently hold a school-wide Remembrance Day event? If not, are
you thinking of introducing one in the future?
• Who decides what form remembrance events take? Is this mainly a
decision by the staff? Are there school traditions that are followed? Can
pupils have an input too? Do parents or community members also have an
input?
• Some types of events that we have found out about include: periods of
silence; special assemblies or services; visits to sites of commemoration
such as war memorials, community centres, or cemeteries; lessons.
• Events can involve the following people and groups: pupils (whole school
or divided into smaller groups); teachers and other staff in the school;
parents; members of the local community; ex-pupils; veterans who live
locally; currently serving armed forces members; representatives of other
local interest and affinity groups.
• Events can take place in the following locations: classrooms, school halls,
school grounds, community spaces such as churches, parks, or local war
memorials.
• Events can involve the following elements/activities: the two-minute
silence; creation of art works; planting of paper poppies; wreath-laying at
memorials; lighting candles; reading of rolls of honour; parades; playing
or listening to music; watching short audio-visual excerpts; prayers or
readings from religious texts; singing hymns and songs and reading
prose and poetry – these could emphasise themes of peace as well as
remembrance of the war. Some schools devise their own small-scale
rituals which are composed of different aspects of these elements.
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Things to consider
This section suggests some philosophical and pedagogical questions that
may help you reflect on the aims and underlying values that underpin your
Remembrance Day events.
• Who is being remembered? Is it about the locality? The school? The
local community? (and whose/which local community)? Or is it also
about wider, global participants, such as those from the Commonwealth
or other European countries including those from the other side of the
conflict/s? Is it just about the armed forces? Or also about the impact
of war on families and communities ‘at home’? What about those who
disagreed with war; pacifists and conscientious objectors? Are there
‘hidden histories’ – for example, non-European theatres of war? Different
ethnic and religious groups among soldiers and among the wider
communities affected? Children as well as adults? Women as well as
men? What are the implications of the ageing and death of the generation
of veterans and civilians who were directly involved in the world wars being
commemorated?
• What is being remembered? The First and Second World Wars - and
other conflicts too? Individuals? Issues of war and conflict? Societies’
values? Why do wars happen? What do people do to try to stop wars from
happening? What impact does war have on societies – from global politics
to local communities, families and individuals? What decisions do countries
and individuals make about going to war/or not engaging in war?
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• Why do we remember? Do we remember to help the school connect to
a broader collective ‘remembering’ beyond the school? Do we remember
to remind ourselves that, to avoid war, we need to educate for diplomacy/
peaceful conflict resolution? Do we remember to enable connections
and shared social values over time and between generations? Does
remembrance sometimes highlight change and diversity, over time and
place, in experiences and values? Can remembrance be democratic and
provide a space to question as well as to show respect?
• What can pupils gain from remembrance events in the school
setting? Knowledge about war (or is this content best covered in
preparatory and follow up activities or the curriculum)? Emotional
connection – across generations/within communities? A space to explore
themes of death and loss? A space to engage with important civic issues?
A space to experience the impact of war on a society - lost lives and many
other economic and human ‘costs’ of war? A space to critique war and
prepare for peace as well as commemorate those who lost their lives? A
space to explore particular values (which can link with other values which
are being emphasised in the school)?
• What is the purpose of silence? Should thoughts be focused on
something in particular, or not? Is it OK to think and feel ‘nothing’? Can
silence be a space for questioning as well as for respect?
• What objects and symbols might be used? Drawings and paintings?
Poppies? Worn, and/or as art works? Only the red poppies or white
‘peace’ poppies too? Some of these objects and symbols are the subject
of public controversy – is this something to consider in the course of the
remembrance event itself, or in preparatory and follow-up activities?
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Preparatory and follow-up activities
This section offers some ideas that might help you with wrap-around
preparatory and follow-up activities or discussions. Some of the preparatory
and follow-up activities that we have found out about include:
• Researching individual soldiers and their families. These could be
soldiers from the school, or soldiers who lived locally (for example those
named on a war memorial or on a local census). Depending on the school,
its pupils, and the locality, these soldiers might have fought on different
sides in the world wars and other conflicts. You could also consider
researching those involved in different theatres of war – in the world wars
and other conflicts – who took up non-frontline roles (secret service,
nurses, doctors, ambulance services, engineering).
• Researching family wartime stories. These family stories might involve
military service, potentially on different sides and in different theatres of
war, during the two world wars, and a range of experiences of war on the
home front – for example, conscientious objection and anti-war activism,
wartime work, evacuation, everyday life at home and in the community.
Students could investigate what happened to their own families, or families
who lived near the school; this could serve as an opportunity to speak
with older relatives or local community members. Bringing family objects
in, going to local museums, or looking at objects online, can be ways of
accessing this local family and community history.
• Researching family and community histories after 1919, in
particular the aftermath and consequences of war. You might want
to hear from the organisations concerned with the legacy of war in the
local community. These might include the Quakers, League of Unions and
other pacifists and internationalists, or the British Legion, Help the Heroes,
and others concerned with supporting surviving soldiers and their families
after the First World War and other conflicts.
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Resources
Here is a list of resources which you might find helpful in planning your
remembrance event, and/or preliminary or follow-on activities. During the First
World War centenary, many resources have focused on this conflict and its
legacy. This might change as the centenary period ends.
• AHRC First World War public engagement
centres: A range of community-based projects focus on commemoration, and stories
of different ethnic and religious groups,
refugees, pacifists and conscientious objectors, migration and displacement, everyday
life and the war. A number of these projects
have involved young people in researching
the impact of the First World War on the
young, both on the home front and in conflict.
https://ahrc.ukri.org/research/fundedthemesandprogrammes/worldwaroneanditslegacy/
worldwaroneengagementcentres/#gateways

• Forces Watch: Resource for teachers
‘Rethinking Remembrance Day in Schools’;
with Peace Pledge Union producing a ‘White
Poppies for Schools’ pack.
https://www.forceswatch.net/resources/education-materials
• Historic Royal Palaces: Tower of London Remembers: information and a video about the
installation ‘Blood Swept Lands and Seas of
Red’ (the Tower Poppies).
https://www.hrp.org.uk/tower-of-london/
history-and-stories/tower-of-london-remembers/#gs.AXIhyIs
• Historical Association: Many resources for
primary and secondary schools, some content for members only, but includes ideas for
assemblies, curriculum resources on ‘Lions
of the Great War’ (Sikh soldiers), nurses and
the war, discussions about approaches to
remembrance.
https://www.history.org.uk/

• BBC History: Many relevant items among
First World War related resources, including
some pages focused specifically on remembrance.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/history/sections/
world-war-one
• Commonwealth War Graves Commission:
Background information on campaigns,
armed forces, war graves from First and
Second World Wars. Database facilities to
search for cemeteries and individual war
dead. Information about public engagement
activities.
https://www.cwgc.org/

• Lest We Forget: Digitised images of objects
from the First World War (selected examples
are currently available, with plans for access
to the entire collection in November 1918).
http://lwf.it.ox.ac.uk/s/lest-we-forget/page/
collection
For more on the project and its ‘digital collection days see
https://lwf.web.ox.ac.uk/home

• Europeana 1914-1918: A collection of First
World War digitised primary sources from
across Europe, including photographs and
interview data collated from across Europe.
Resources focus on the military and impact of
the war on families and communities.
https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/collections/world-war-I

• Long Long Trail: Personal website by a
freelance military historian, with guidance on
how to find out about individual soldiers, regiments, and battles of the First World War.
https://www.longlongtrail.co.uk/
• Quakers in Britain: Teaching resources (remembrance and WWI and ‘Peace Week’ are
particularly relevant)
http://www.quaker.org.uk/resources/free-resources/teaching-resources-2#heading-1

• First World War Centenary Partnership (led
by Imperial War Museum): Links to many
First World War related resources, including
photographs, audiovisual resources, biographies/timelines of contemporaries.
http://www.1914.org/
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An interactive map displaying the global
dead of the First World War One (civilians as
well as armed forces) against the backdrop
of the city of London in order to give a sense
of scale.
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=1jOhpENRANRw6bipsXukugt8CIt8&
ll=51.5066260023547%2C-0.07840493924
288694&z=16

SOFO was also involved in a project involving an all-age group of community based
researchers, on The Indian Army in the First
World War (exhibition now closed).
http://www.voicesofwarandpeace.org/voices-projects/
• WW1 Oxford Resources: Links to information, online photographs and documents,
from Oxford University, Oxford Brookes, and
community projects.
http://www.ox.ac.uk/world-war-1/ww1-oxford-resources

• Royal British Legion: The Royal British Legion defines itself as the ‘national custodian
of Remembrance, safeguarding the memory
of those who fought and died in conflict’,
and its ‘Remembrance’ webpages offer
suggestions for format and approach to
remembrance, and educational resources.
https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/remembrance/

• 14-18 NOW Learning Programme: Learning
opportunities linked to artists’ commissions,
aiming to help develop an understanding of
the First World War, for schools and young
people, families and local communities. 1418 NOW’s Learning Programme is aimed at
primary and secondary schools.
https://www.1418now.org.uk/learning-engagement/

• Soldiers of Oxfordshire Museum: Oxfordshire
Remembers 1914-18 exhibition, closes 2
December 2018
https://www.sofo.org.uk/

Contacting Us
This pamphlet draws on our research data, with further input from individual
teachers, researchers, and members of interest groups who have given their
time to speak with us. We are planning to produce a second edition of this
pamphlet in 2019, and would like to incorporate feedback and suggestions
from those of you who have used it this year. How did you use this pamphlet?
What would you add to it? What, if anything would you revise about it? Is
there anything else that you would like to tell us? Would you be interested
in speaking to us further about how your school specifically conducts your
remembrance event for our project research, or how you use this pamphlet?
Please contact us with feedback, or if you would like further information, at:
hss-remembrance@brookes.ac.uk
This pamphlet has been produced by the Remembrance in Schools Project team (Dr David
Aldridge, Dr Patrick Alexander, Dr Annie Haight and Dr Susannah Wright) of the School of
Education, Oxford Brookes University, and the Department of Education, Brunel University
London, in collaboration with: Jeanette Atkinson, University of Oxford; Stephen Barker, Heritage
Advisor; Linda Colucci, North Hinksey School; Reverend Peter Hansell, Chaplain, Bradfield
College; Royal Latin School; Sue Smith, Oxford Quakers; 14-18 NOW.
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