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Introduction
The School of the Built Environment
has offered programmes of study in
construction for more than four decades.
It has an outstanding reputation
for the quality of its teaching and is
developing a growing recognition as
a centre of excellence in research of
international standing.
The school offers highly innovative
programmes of study with outstanding
teaching and strong industry links for
long-lasting and rewarding careers. We
maintain strong links with the professions
and our courses are accredited by the
Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors
(RICS) and the Chartered Institute of
Building (CIOB).
In addition to undergraduate,
postgraduate and research degree
programmes, the school performs a
leading role in research and consultancy
with clients and projects covering
subjects from local concerns to
multinational organisations, government
and industry.
We produce high calibre graduates
with the deep and broad range of skills
necessary to succeed at the highest
levels in the following industry sectors:
construction, real estate, planning and
urban design.
We have developed strong and extensive
links with the property and construction

industry sectors and engage leading
industry figures of international standing
as visiting professors and lecturers.
Many of our students are sponsored
by the major property and construction
companies. Our graduates are highly
sought after by industry both nationally
and internationally. Our undergraduate
and postgraduate programmes are
consistently ranked as excellent in
both student surveys and independent
quality assessments.

Employment prospects
The School of the Built Environment
has an outstanding employment record
for its graduates. Local and national
construction companies, developers,
project managers, house-builders,
surveyors and housing associations
regularly recruit our graduates. Many of
these companies visit the school annually
to meet and interview students for both
placement and graduate positions.
Our graduates are recognised as having
an excellent level of communication,
presentation and problem-solving

Joe Tah, Head of School

skills as well as practical experience
from their industrial placement year.
Our construction courses are custom
designed for students wishing to enter
the world of professional practice with the
skills they need to hit the ground running.
Professor Joseph Tah,
Head of the School
of the Built Environment
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Construction
Honours Degrees
Accredited by the Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors (RICS) and the
Chartered Institute of Building (CIOB) for part-time/sandwich modes of study.

Photo: Franco Cheung

As building design has
become more daring and
processes more novel,
demands have grown to cut
energy consumption and
avoid environmental impact.
Projects include dramatic new buildings,
refurbishment and conservation, urban
regeneration, industrial, commercial
retail, leisure industry developments and
many more.

Links with industry

Sponsorship

Our construction courses encourage
students’ intellectual and personal
development by providing them with
a body of knowledge and industrial
experience that will prepare graduates
for a professional career in the
construction industry. Through the
industrial placements programme the
courses have strong links with a variety of
construction-based companies in addition
to their professional accreditation. Every
year we host a careers fair attended by
major employers who want to encourage
Brookes’ students to submit applications.

Many of the companies employing our
students on placement offer sponsorship
for the final year.

91%

overall student satisfaction with
Brookes BSc construction courses

National Student Survey 2016
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Student profile
Jessica Dowdy
BSc (Hons) Construction
Project Management –
4 year Sandwich

What made you choose
Brookes as a place
to study?
Whilst I enjoy studying, I’ve
always found experience is
incredibly important, particularly
in the construction industry.
Therefore, when deciding on
which university to put first
on my application, it was the
industrial placement element
that put this course ahead of the
rest. Other factors included the
good reviews I had read, league
table ranking, campus facilities
and living in the city of Oxford.
What do you think of the
course while studying here?
It was clear from the offset how
passionate and engaging the
lecturers were, which made
the whole learning process a
lot more enjoyable. There is a

great depth of knowledge within
the Brookes teaching staff and
the experience they share with
you, the students, is invaluable.
Having a good support system
where students feel comfortable
to approach staff with any
course-related queries or
problems they have is something
the school does very well.
What are the best bits of
studying at Brookes?
Networking, meeting people
and building friendships,
challenging yourself, being part
of a sports team, the wide range
of opportunities to enhance your
personal skills and CV, learning
through the course content and
the university experience.
What advice do you have
for others?
My advice would be to really
enjoy your time and make the
most of the opportunities along
the way. University is also an
opportunity to improve with so
many different ways to build on
your portfolio, gain knowledge
and experience or meet contacts

which will become invaluable.
The next four years are crucial
for you in terms of your career
and Brookes is particularly good
at giving students opportunities
to network and enhance your
personal skills – but it is up to
you as an individual to utilise
them. Networking is key!
What do you think of the
industrial placement aspect
of your course?
I think it is great. It is one
of the main reasons I chose
this course, as I am a strong
believer that there is nothing
more valuable in this industry
than hands-on experience.
It complements classroom
learning by allowing you
to utilise what you have
been taught and fully grasp
the concepts discussed. I
thoroughly enjoyed my
placement year, which allowed
me to enhance my knowledge
and improve my skillset which
has put me in a far better
position to complete my
final year and begin work as
a graduate.

Want to read more student profiles? Visit be.brookes.ac.uk/undergraduate/profiles.html
Visit our YouTube channel, watch videos and learn more
about our school – tde.bz/schoolbevideos
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Construction Project Management
BSc (Hons)
Construction project management concerns the settingup, planning, organising and control of building and
infrastructure projects, from the client first considering
construction through to hand over and evaluation of the end
product. It involves management of people and organisations,
money, time and technology.

100%
of students feel they have
improved their career prospects

National Student Survey 2016

Due to Construction
Project Management and
Quantity Surveying and
Commercial Management
having similar professional
competency requirements
and learning outcomes, the
students of both courses
study the same choice of
modules in Years 1 and 2.
In the final year of study
(normally after a year of
industrial experience) there
will be a different choice of
modules for each course.
The benefit of sharing the same modules
until the final year of study is that students
will be able to defer the decision on
which course to graduate in until they
have completed their third year Industrial

Placement and are able to make a more
informed decision about their future
career progression. As courses are
reviewed regularly, the module list you
choose from may vary from those shown
in this brochure.

Assessment methods for the modules
vary and can include combinations of
coursework assignments, laboratory and
field practicals, class and web-based
tests, oral presentations, group work
and examinations.

Year 1

Year 2

You will acquire the fundamental
knowledge required to understand the
process of construction management.
You will learn about building construction,
materials, law, economics and processes,
and how they are managed, while
developing team working skills.

Technology studies will prepare you
for your year in industry and include
the processes of production, the
provision of services and the principles
and procedures of building design
and construction.

Lectures play a significant part in the
teaching, together with demonstrations,
small group tutorials, practical work,
role plays, simulations, problemsolving exercises, and group and
individual presentations.

Management modules cover analytical
and quantitative techniques associated
with planning, organisation and costs.
There are also modules on construction
law and contracts, practices and
procedures. Integrative project modules
provide an opportunity for you to practise

Year 1 modules

Year 2 modules

Introduction to building
design and construction
■■ Introduction to construction
and commercial management
■■ Integrative project I
■■ Economics of the
built environment
■■ Foundation construction law
■■ Quantity surveying practice I
■■ Introduction to spatial planning
■■ Construction communication
and information technology I

■■ Construction

■■

practice
and procedure
■■ Quantity surveying practice II
■■ Construction technology I and II
■■ Building science and
environmental systems
■■ Construction procurement
and law
■■ Integrative project II
■■ Communication and
information technology II

www.brookes.ac.uk/undergraduate/courses/construct
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Quantity Surveying and
Commercial Management BSc (Hons)
Quantity surveying and commercial management is involved
from the earliest point in the construction project life cycle and
is concerned with decisions on costs, methods, materials, value
for money, contracts, market conditions, and legal and quality
standards. It involves people, systems and organisations,
contracts and liabilities, money, time and technology.
and develop your skills through a series of
simulated construction projects.
There is a European field trip aimed
at broadening your understanding of
construction design and management
outside the UK.

Year 3 (work placement)
Students gain real-life experience through
a work placement in the construction
industry for a minimum of 36 weeks. The
course has strong links with a variety of
construction-based employers ranging
from local housebuilders to international
construction companies. Work experience
offered to students ranges from managing
the restoration of a country manor house
to the project management of a multimillion pound city office development.
Some students undertake their industrial
placement year abroad.

Year 4 modules
Innovation in management
and technology
■■ Advanced procurement and
dispute management
■■ Facilities management
■■ Languages modules
■■

Compulsory modules for
students on the Construction
Project Management route:
Project management
management
■■ Dissertation
■■ Project development
■■ Feasibility
■■

■■ Construction

Year 4
Independent learning and research are
an important part of the course and you
Compulsory modules for
students on the Quantity
Surveying and Commercial
Management route:
Project financial control
management
■■ Dissertation
■■ Financial appraisal
■■

■■ Commercial

Admission requirements
■■ GCSE

Mathematics
grade C or above.

Please also see the University’s
general entry requirements.

will complete a supervised dissertation on
an approved construction or commercialmanagement subject of your choice.

Typical offers
■■ 104/112

UCAS points (2017
new tariff equivalent to A-level
grades BBC-BCC). New tariff
tables 2017 can be found at
www.ucas.com/advisers/guidesand-resources/tariff-2017
■■ A-level grades BCC
■■ 2 A-levels plus 2 AS-level equivalent
■■ 1 12-unit vocational A-level
(any programme) plus 1
A-level or 2 AS-levels
■■ BTEC national diploma DMM
■■ International Baccalaureate
minimum 31 points
■■ Advanced Diploma at grade B,
including A-level at grade B.

www.brookes.ac.uk/undergraduate/courses/quantity
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Student profile
George Downes
BSc (Hons) Quantity
Surveying and Commercial
Management – 4 year
sandwich

What made you choose
Brookes as a place
to study?
Brookes suited me as a
university and the course
compared highly with other
universities and included a
work placement year, which
is what I was looking for. The
new facilities which were underconstruction at the time was
also a reason for choosing
Brookes in the long-run.
What do/did you think of the
course while studying here?
So far the course and been
excellent and enjoyable, the
modules are kept up to date
to reflect what is happening
within the industry and have
been useful and provided the
background knowledge for my
placement year.

How did your scholarship
or bursary enhance your
experience of the course?
The bursary I received (£1,000
Course Fee Bursary Community
Scholarship) helped me to
finance the course (ie buy the
necessary books and pay
for the second year field trip)
without impacting on student
finance loans. I was able to
carry out the additional reading
for the modules and be able to
have these books to hand for
information and referencing
within coursework.
What are the best bits of
studying at Brookes?
The new John Henry Brookes
Building is a great facility
to work and learn in; these
facilities are vastly superior
to what we had previously
and have made studying at
Brookes far more enjoyable.

Another aspect is the help and
assistance you get from course
staff members and the lecturers
are contactable for help on
coursework and it is a great
aid to have a dedicated library
expert for our school along
with a dedicated placement
adviser/organiser.
What are your plans for
when you’ve completed
your course, for work or
further study?
My current plans are to go
straight into work once I have
graduated with my current
placement company, as I have
already been offered a chance
to stay with the company
part-time throughout my final
year. However, I have not
dismissed the idea of staying
on at Brookes to carry out a
master’s degree.

‘

The new John Henry Brookes Building
is a great facility to work and learn in.

Want to read more student profiles? Visit be.brookes.ac.uk/undergraduate/profiles.html
Visit our YouTube channel, watch videos and learn more
about our school – tde.bz/schoolbevideos

’
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Built Environment Foundation
If you don’t meet our formal entry requirements, or if you didn’t
do as well at A-level as you had expected, there is no need to give
up hope. This foundation programme could be just what you are
looking for, as successful completion will guarantee you a place
on one of our degree courses in the school.
Equally, if you want to return
to study after working for a
while, but lack confidence,
this programme is designed
to bring you up to speed. If
you are an overseas student,
or if your first language is
not English, you will also
find this programme ideally
suited to your needs as
it will introduce you to our
way of learning. In addition,
you will find an excellent
range of English language
courses on offer at Brookes.
Whatever your background, the
foundation programme will give you a
good introduction to university life, widen
your horizons and open up a host of
exciting career and life opportunities.

at www.ucas.com/advisers/guidesand-resources/tariff-2017), or a BTEC
qualification or vocational A-level, plus
GCSE Maths and English at grade C. Also
see our English language requirements
at www.brookes.ac.uk/international/
apply/english. If you are unsure whether
you have the qualifications to start, contact
us for a chat.

Qualifications

Progression to a BA or BSc

We are looking for students who show
they have the potential to benefit from
a university education. Your personal
statement is your chance to convince us
of your enthusiasm for study. Showing us
that you have a passion and commitment
to embark on degree-level study is
taken in conjunction with your existing
qualifications. You should also indicate
which degree within the faculty you hope
to progress onto.

Successful completion of the foundation
course can lead you onto one of the
degree courses within the school. Our
courses include Architecture BA, Urban
Design, Planning and Development
BA, Construction Project Management
BSc, Interior Architecture BA, Planning
and Property Development BA, Quantity
Surveying and Commercial Management
BSc and Real Estate Management BSc.

You will need at least one A-level
(preferably two) at D or above grade and in
any subject (please note that the 2017 DD
equivalent for this course will be 48 UCAS
points. New tariff tables can be found

All of the courses will have specific
progression rules which will be highlighted
to you during your induction programme.
We will also provide you with advice
and guidance on how you can meet the
progression rules.

Why choose Brookes?
When asked what they value about their
Brookes experience, most students are
agreed on one thing – the quality of our
staff. They help us to deliver courses
that are centred around the needs of
our students.
You will find that our staff will be on your
side from the start, and prepared to work
with you to bring out the best in you.
Our aim is to prepare you thoroughly for
undergraduate study.
While studying varying aspects of the
built environment, you will also be able
to gain a wide range of skills, including
communication skills, such as writing,
group working, and the ability to make
presentations, and learning how to use
computers and access library facilities.
Academic staff from the School of
Architecture and the School of the Built
Environment (Real Estate, Construction
and Urban Design and Planning) will
all take an active role in ensuring the
foundation programme brings out the
best in you.

www.brookes.ac.uk/undergraduate/courses/built_env
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Invaluable industry and
networking opportunities

Our industry careers fair provides invaluable opportunities to
network with leading construction companies.
Careers fairs
Careers fairs provide a great opportunity
to meet employers, obtain information
about the job market and pursue career
opportunities. Every year the school hosts
a careers fair attended by companies
seeking to recruit our graduates. This
is a valuable opportunity for students,
especially in the construction project
management or real estate management
fields, since companies in these industries
are always well represented.

‘Having a relationship
with Oxford Brookes
helps us to promote our
company to the upand-coming life blood
of the construction
industry. Such a
relationship of give
and take, placement
and promotion,
helps us to source
our management
for the future.’
Charlie Barbara, Assistant Site
Manager, Countryside Properties

Between 90% and 100% of our
construction graduates are in
employment within six months,
earning an average salary of

£26k–£28k
Unistats 2016

Student careers fair

Construction companies who have attended careers fairs in the past include:
■■ Al-Futtaim

■■ Grosvenor

■■

Carillion
Balfour Beatty
■■ BAM Construct UK
■■ Berkeley Homes
■■ Bluestone
■■ Bouygues UK
■■ BTF Partnership LLP
■■ BTP Group
■■ Buckingham Group
Contracting Limited (BGCL)
■■ Buro-Four
■■ Clarkson Alliance Ltd
■■ Countryside Properties
■■ Crossrail Ltd
■■ Croudace
■■ E W Beard Ltd
■■ Gardiner & Theobald LLP

■■ Gleeds

ISG Group
Rowe
■■ Kier Construction
■■ Kingerlee Ltd
■■ Knowles and Son
■■ Laing O’Rourke
■■ Mace
■■ Morgan Sindall
■■ Oakwood Builders
■■ Osborne
■■ PAYE Stonework and Restoration
■■ Sir Robert McAlpine
■■ Symm & Co
■■ Taylor Woodrow
■■ VolkerFitzpatrick
■■

■■ Jackson

CONSTRUCTION

Postgraduate
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94%

of students would recommend
Oxford Brookes to other
potential students
Postgraduate Taught
Experience Survey 2016

The School of the Built Environment is one of the largest and
most diverse of its kind in both the UK and Europe. With 97% of
our research internationally recognised (Research Excellence
Framework, 2014), we are widely regarded as a leading
educator in all areas of the built environment.
We consult extensively
with people from a wide
spectrum of companies
and organisations in order
to make sure that the
course content remains
practically relevant.

Teaching excellence

Accreditation

Our teaching and research activities
are developed with an international
perspective to reflect the increasingly
strong role of construction in the
global economy. We have developed
international links in Europe, North and
South America, Russia, Africa, China, and
the South East Asia region, which involve
student and staff exchanges and visits.

All of our postgraduate Construction
courses are dually accredited by the
Chartered Institute of Building (CIOB)
and the Royal Institution of Chartered
Surveyors (RICS). All programmes have
been designed to meet the challenging
demands of the modern learner and
the rapidly evolving needs of the
construction industry.
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Construction Project Management MSc

Accredited by the Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors (RICS) and the Chartered Institute of Building (CIOB).

Our MSc in Construction Project Management (CPM) is
designed for the cognate student wishing to develop their
careers as Construction Managers.
By holding an accredited
degree, graduates of the
course are able to progress
towards full chartered status
of both RICS and CIOB.
Course objectives
To meet the challenging demands of the
modern learner and the rapidly evolving
needs of the construction industry, the
MSc in Construction Project Management
through its intelligent use of the Virtual
Learning Environment (VLE) is designed
to deliver a flexible and innovative
programme of study.
Through collaboration with governing
bodies, advisers from industry, and use of
specialist guest lecturers, the academic
content of the course is continuously
reviewed to maintain its relevance
to industry.

over an academic year or as openlearning over two years (extendable up
to five years). Open-learning delivery is
provided through online delivery using our
innovative Virtual Learning Environment
and attendance at residential intensive
study periods, plus our international
field trip.

Intensive study periods
There are two intensive study periods
each lasting three to four days. During
these periods, full-time and open-learning
students come together to study on
campus at Oxford Brookes. The aim
of these study periods is to develop
the following skills through the use of
formal lectures, computing workshops,
laboratory work, site visits and
1-1 tutorials:
■■

■■

Course structure
As well as the MSc, our Construction
Project Management programme offers
exit awards of a postgraduate certificate
in Construction Studies (PGCert), a
postgraduate certificate in CPM (PGCert),
and a postgraduate diploma in CPM
(PGDip).
The course starts in September or
January, and can be studied full-time

interpersonal skills such as problem
solving, team building, leadership,
negotiation and assertive behaviour
academic skills such as research,
presentations, referencing and
the use of the electronic library.

For the open-learner, these study periods
provide an opportunity to become part
of an academic community, and to make
valuable links and friendships with other
open-learners. Full-time students also
get the chance to network with students
already working within built environment
industries. During the intensive study

periods, open-learning students have the
opportunity to discuss their proposed
dissertations with their supervisors.

European field trip
The aim of the field trip is to integrate
the knowledge gained in the early part
of the course by exposing you to the
different cultures of project management
practices abroad. You will be encouraged
to report on the different approaches to
project management between the UK
and another European country.

Our applied approach
to learning
Our applied approach to learning leads
to a more challenging and relevant
course. In addition to formal lectures,
learning takes place through groups
of students puzzling through problems,
often adapted from real situations, with
much of the complexity and context intact.
Practitioners and external advisers have
an important role in devising problems
and sharing their expertise. Our student
testimonials are evidence that our applied
approach to teaching and learning
provides a stimulating and exciting
learning environment in which to study.

Facilities
Students have access to new specialist
computing facilities and an extensive
construction science laboratory. Our
computing facilities were specially

www.brookes.ac.uk/postgraduate/courses/cpm
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commissioned to meet the emerging and
future needs for construction managers
and to be fully conversant with the
latest Building Information Modelling
(BIM) techniques. In the construction
science laboratory, students investigate
the properties of construction materials
and have the opportunity to base their
final dissertation within the labs; for
example, one student experimented on
the suitability of cement stabilised soil
as a low carbon alternative to the basic
house brick.

Employability
Meeting industry’s requests for MSc
courses to involve more practical and
interdisciplinary skills, this programme
is designed to provide graduates with
the attributes employers seek. The
programme is accredited by both
RICS and CIOB, providing graduates
with access to the widest range of
professions that the built environment
offers. Graduates can, for example, go
on to employment with one of the major
project management consultancy firms,
which allows them to complete their
Assessment of Professional Competence
(APC) within two years and achieved their
RICS chartered status.
Our graduate employability profile for
similar programmes, includes local and
national government, SMEs and large
multinational companies. Our graduate
employment rate is exemplary and
our students go on to be employed
throughout the globe including India,
Pakistan, South Africa, Canada, Australia,
Peru, the Middle East and China.

Admission criteria
You should normally have a good honours
degree or relevant experience and
demonstrable study abilities.
If your first language is not English, an
IELTS score of 6.5 with at least 6.0 in
reading and writing and 5.5 in listening
and speaking is required. Find out about
other acceptable language qualifications,
student visa requirements and our English
courses at www.brookes.ac.uk/
international

Course modules
The course is structured around the
following four core modules and
delivered via six learning packages:
People, Leadership
and Organisations
This module develops your
knowledge and understanding
of how behavioural and
organisational issues influence
project performance and how
they can be harnessed to deliver
projects effectively.
Project Planning,
Control and Risk
This module teaches you how to
manage built environment projects
through the use of advanced
planning and control techniques.
Process Management
The successful delivery of any
construction project comprises a
number of processes which add
value to the project by making the
most efficient use of the available
resources. These processes link
the different project stages from
inception to post-completion
evaluation to provide efficient supply
chain and project management.
Beginning with critical evaluation
of the project life cycle, the module
explores a number of alternative
procurement methods, whilst
placing significant emphasis
on supply chain collaboration
and integration.
Advanced Construction
Technology and BIM
The current challenge for the UK
construction industry is to find

innovative solutions to meet the
demands of a rapidly changing
world. Building Information
Modelling (BIM) is the emergent
technology that is becoming the
fundamental vehicle in driving and
delivering these innovations. This
module explores both advanced
construction technologies and
innovations and the use of BIM
in managing and organising
construction project information.
Applied Research Methods
Through developing your research
skills, this module complements
the overall master’s programme by
providing the opportunity to draw
on all of the other modules in the
programme to inform and direct your
choice of dissertation subject matter.
Dissertation
This involves carrying out an
extended piece of research in areas
of interest to employers.
Suitable dissertations
could include:
■■ an

investigation based on
primary and secondary data
of construction management
or organisational practice to
improve existing practices
■■ testing or development of
an existing construction
management model or practice
■■ a laboratory based
investigation, such as exploring
properties of new green or
sustainable materials
■■ the comparison and evaluation
of international practices or
approaches to an aspect of
construction management.

CONSTRUCTION
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Construction Project Management MSc
Full-time course structure, September entry.
Autumn Semester (Sept – Dec)

Spring Semester (Jan – April)
Process Management

People, Leadership
and Organisations

Field Trip

1. Organisational and
human behaviour
2. Team theory
3. Understanding leadership
4. Communication theory and practice
5. Conflict theory
6. Learning from experience

Project Planning,
Control and Risk

Summer Semester (May – Sept)

1. Collaboration and procurement
2. Contract strategy and
conflict management
3. Integrated supply chain
development
4. Process and performance
management
5. Lean construction
6. Health, safety, environment
and quality management
Advanced Construction
Technology and BIM

1. The context of project management
2. Project planning and scheduling
3. Value, risk and opportunity
management
4. Project finance, cost
planning and budgeting
5. Cashflow forecasting and
capital expenditure evaluation
6. Project monitoring, control
and close-out

1. Sustainable construction
and carbon management
2. Smart technologies in construction
3. Building Information
Modelling basics
4. Advanced Building
Information Modelling
5. Integrated project delivery
6. Strategic management of
Building Information Modelling

Applied Research Methods

Applied Research Methods

Dissertation

Open learning course structure, September entry.
Autumn Semester (Sept – Dec)

Spring Semester (Jan – April)
Process Management

Year 2

1. Organisational and
human behaviour
2. Team theory
3. Understanding leadership
4. Communication theory and practice
5. Conflict theory
6. Learning from experience

Field Trip

Year 1

People, Leadership
and Organisations

1. Collaboration and procurement
2. Contract strategy and
conflict management
3. Integrated supply chain
development
4. Process and performance
management
5. Lean construction
6. Health, safety, environment
and quality management

Applied Research Methods

Applied Research Methods

Project Planning,
Control and Risk

Advanced Construction
Technology and BIM

1. The context of project management
2. Project planning and scheduling
3. Value, risk and opportunity
management
4. Project finance, cost
planning and budgeting
5. Cashflow forecasting and
capital expenditure evaluation
6. Project monitoring, control
and close-out

1. Sustainable construction
and carbon management
2. Smart technologies in construction
3. Building Information
Modelling basics
4. Advanced Building
Information Modelling
5. Integrated project delivery
6. Strategic management of
Building Information Modelling

Summer Semester
(May – Sept)

Dissertation

CONSTRUCTION

Full-time course structure, January entry.
Autumn Semester (Sept – Dec)

Process Management

People, Leadership
and Organisations

Advanced Construction
Technology and BIM
1. Sustainable construction
and carbon management
2. Smart technologies in construction
3. Building Information
Modelling basics
4. Advanced Building
Information Modelling
5. Integrated project delivery
6. Strategic management of
Building Information Modelling

Spring Semester
(Jan – April)

1. Organisational and
human behaviour
2. Team theory
3. Understanding leadership
4. Communication theory and practice
5. Conflict theory
6. Learning from experience

Project Planning,
Control and Risk

Field Trip

1. Collaboration and procurement
2. Contract strategy and
conflict management
3. Integrated supply chain
development
4. Process and performance
management
5. Lean construction
6. Health, safety, environment
and quality management

Summer Semester (May – August)

Spring Semester (Jan – April)

Dissertation

1. The context of project management
2. Project planning and scheduling
3. Value, risk and opportunity
management
4. Project finance, cost
planning and budgeting
5. Cashflow forecasting and
capital expenditure evaluation
6. Project monitoring, control
and close-out

Applied Research Methods

Applied Research Methods

Open learning course structure, January entry.

Year 2

Advanced Construction
Technology and BIM
1. Sustainable construction
and carbon management
2. Smart technologies in construction
3. Building Information
Modelling basics
4. Advanced Building
Information Modelling
5. Integrated project delivery
6. Strategic management of
Building Information Modelling

1. Organisational and
human behaviour
2. Team theory
3. Understanding leadership
4. Communication theory and practice
5. Conflict theory
6. Learning from experience

Applied Research Methods
Summer Semester (May–Aug)

Applied Research Methods

People, Leadership
and Organisations
Field Trip

Year 1

Process Management
1. Collaboration and procurement
2. Contract strategy and
conflict management
3. Integrated supply chain
development
4. Process and performance
management
5. Lean construction
6. Health, safety, environment
and quality management

Autumn Semester (Sept – Dec)
Summer Semester (May – August)

Spring Semester (Jan – April)

Project Planning,
Control and Risk
1. The context of project management
2. Project planning and scheduling
3. Value, risk and opportunity
management
4. Project finance, cost
planning and budgeting
5. Cashflow forecasting and
capital expenditure evaluation
6. Project monitoring, control
and close-out

Spring Semester
(Jan – May)

Dissertation
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Quantity Surveying and
Commercial Management MSc

Accredited by the Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors (RICS) and the Chartered Institute of Building (CIOB).

This programme is your first step towards becoming a
chartered Quantity Surveyor and has been designed to meet
the challenging demands of the modern learner and the
rapidly evolving needs of the construction industry.
Students develop a broad
range of quantity surveying
and management skills
and knowledge by working
on real-life problems
as experienced by the
construction industry.
Course objectives
The programme is specifically designed
to meet the needs of both cognate and
non-cognate students wishing to pursue
a career in construction. Through an
intense programme of study the course
provides the student with the subject
specific knowledge and professional skills
that have been identified by both RICS
and CIOB as essential for the Quantity
Surveyor/Commercial Manager. Thus on
completion of the MSc, the student will
be fully equipped to take the lead role of
Quantity Surveyor.

Course structure
As well as the MSc, our Quantity
Surveying and Commercial Management
(QSCM) programme offers exit awards of
a postgraduate certificate in Construction
Studies (PGCert), a postgraduate
certificate in Quantity Surveying (PGCert)

and a postgraduate diploma in QSCM
(PGDip).
Our innovative programme structure
provides a flexible pattern of study that
brings together both open and full-time
learners. Students can start either in
September or January, easily switch
between open-learning and full-time
modes of study and, if needed, extend
their study up to five years. Extensive
online learning material is provided to
all students via the Virtual Learning
Environment (VLE) – our own intranet site
to which students have access 24 hours a

day, seven days a week. Module leaders
can be contacted via the VLE, email,
telephone and Skype.

Intensive study periods
There are four intensive study periods
during the programme when both fulltime and open-learning students come
together on campus to attend lectures,
seminars and workshops. Each period is
normally around three days long. These
periods allow both cohorts to network
and build lasting synergies to serve them
throughout their careers. This is also the
opportunity for students and staff to share

www.brookes.ac.uk/postgraduate/courses/qscm
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experiences and knowledge as well as
renew friendships and make connections
within the industry. The organisation
and the collaborative nature of these
intensive study periods is always praised
by our students who particularly enjoy
site visits, workshops and guest lectures
from industry experts, that form the major
features of the study periods.

of managing projects through BIM,
which became industry standard for all
public construction contracts from April
2016. In the construction technology
laboratory, students learn the engineering
properties of construction materials and
have the opportunity to undertake further
technology based research.

European field trip

Our longstanding links with prominent
companies in the sector, such as Mace,
Willmott Dixon and BAM Construction,
and our strong links with local companies
such as Beards, Kingerlee and Bidwells
together ensure that the programme is
directly tailored towards the employment
skills needed by the construction Industry.
Therefore, graduates of our postgraduate
construction programmes have an
outstanding employment record. They
are recognised as having excellent levels
of communication, presentation and
problem-solving skills. Consequently, our
students go on to be employed across
the broad spectrum of the construction
industries both locally and internationally.

There are a number of field trips and site
visits which take place mainly during the
intensive study periods to expose our
students to the international nature of
the construction industries. A European
field trip is a compulsory element of the
course. It typically takes place in January
for one week – usually to the Netherlands
and is heavily subsidised by the school.
This provides an opportunity to get to
know how construction works in other
countries, as well as learn about different
management cultures.

Our applied approach
to learning
In response to industry feedback, we
have made our postgraduate education
more interesting and engaging through
a ‘problem-based learning’ (PBL)
approach. This practical approach
encourages learning by allowing students
to actively work through problems that
are adapted from complex real situations.
As these situations often cross discipline
boundaries and require research and
collaboration, we use our links with
industrial practitioners to help devise the
problems we use in class to find the best
solutions. This leads to a more exciting
and relevant student experience.

Facilities
Students in the school benefit from a
dedicated brand-new lecture theatre
and computer lab. The computer room
is used to teach students how to analyse
and assess investment and construction
projects to determine viability. Students
are also taught state of the art modelling
to analyse risk using the probabilistic
approach, which is often used in practice.
Students use Crystal Ball, a software
package, to gain hands-on experience
of assessing risks of financial models.
Students are given access to various
BIM tools such as Revit, Synchro and
Vico that provide hands-on experience

Employability

Many of these companies visit the school
annually to meet students for graduate
positions whilst all of our open-learning
students are employed full-time by
prominent companies in the sector.
As our programmes are accredited by the
Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors
(RICS) and the Chartered Institute of
Builders (CIOB), our graduates are firmly
on the path to become professionally
chartered opening up excellent recognition
for future career progression. Graduates
from the course will normally go on to
become Quantity Surveyors within the
construction industries, for which currently
there are excellent job opportunities.

Admission criteria
You should normally have a good honours
degree or relevant experience and
demonstrable study abilities.
If your first language is not English, an
IELTS score of 6.5 with at least 6.0 in
reading and writing and 5.5 in listening
and speaking is required. Find out about
other acceptable language qualifications,
student visa requirements and our
English courses at www.brookes.ac.uk/
international

Course modules and
module structure
People, Leadership
and Organisations
This module aims to develop your
knowledge and understanding
of how behavioural and
organisational issues influence
project performance and how
they can be harnessed to deliver
projects effectively.
Project Planning,
Control and Risk
This module teaches you how to
manage built environment projects
through the use of advanced
planning and control techniques.
Managing Technology for
Sustainable Environments
In this module you will examine
design and building processes
and end-product buildings as
continuously changing entities.
Building Information Modelling
(BIM), developments in off-site
construction and low carbon
construction are covered as part
of the module.
Quantity Surveying Practice
The financial management of
project design and construction,
whether for client or contractor,
is an essential skill in the
construction industry. This
module helps you to develop
this skill. You will gain a good
understanding of the roles and
responsibilities of a professional
quantity surveyor with particular
reference to the construction
tendering process and use of
BIM. You will learn and apply a
range of skills in basic contract
law and tort law, identifying and
choosing alternative procurement
methods, managing construction
contracts, and supply chain and
commercial management.
Applied Research Methods
Through developing your research
skills, this module complements
the overall master’s programme
by providing the opportunity to
draw on all of the other modules
to inform and direct your choice of
dissertation subject matter.
Dissertation
This involves carrying out an
extended piece of research in
areas of interest to employers.
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Quantity Surveying and
Commercial Management MSc
Full-time course structure, September entry.
Autumn Semester (Sept – Dec)

Spring Semester (Jan – April)
Quantity Surveying Practice

People, Leadership
and Organisations

1. Procurement and cost
management of projects
2. Measurement of building works
3. Civil engineering and advanced measurement
4. Estimating and tendering in construction
5. Construction contract law and administration
6. SCM, employer’s protection, ADR
and professional ethics

1. The context of project management
2. Project planning and scheduling
3. Value, risk and opportunity
management
4. Project finance, cost
planning and budgeting
5. Cashflow forecasting and
capital expenditure evaluation
6. Project monitoring, control
and close-out

Field Trip

1. Organisational and
human behaviour
2. Team theory
3. Understanding leadership
4. Communication theory and practice
5. Conflict theory
6. Learning from experience

Project Planning,
Control and Risk

Summer Semester
(May – Sept)

Managing Technology for
Sustainable Environments
1. Understanding how buildings work
2. The science behind Building
Services Engineering
3. Managing Building Information
Modelling (BIM)
4. Developments in offsite construction
5. Low carbon construction
6. Sustainable urban environments

Applied Research Methods

Dissertation

Applied Research Methods

Open learning course structure, September entry.
Autumn Semester (Sept – Dec)

Spring Semester (Jan – April)

Year 2

1. Organisational and
human behaviour
2. Team theory
3. Understanding leadership
4. Communication theory and practice
5. Conflict theory
6. Learning from experience

Quantity Surveying Practice
Field Trip

Year 1

People, Leadership
and Organisations

1. Procurement and cost
management of projects
2. Measurement of building works
3. Civil engineering and advanced measurement
4. Estimating and tendering in construction
5. Construction contract law and administration
6. SCM, employer’s protection, ADR
and professional ethics

Applied Research Methods

Applied Research Methods

Project Planning,
Control and Risk

Managing Technology for
Sustainable Environments

1. The context of project management
2. Project planning and scheduling
3. Value, risk and opportunity
management
4. Project finance, cost
planning and budgeting
5. Cashflow forecasting and
capital expenditure evaluation
6. Project monitoring, control
and close-out

1. Understanding how buildings work
2. The science behind Building
Services Engineering
3. Managing Building Information
Modelling (BIM)
4. Developments in offsite construction
5. Low carbon construction
6. Sustainable urban environments

Summer Semester
(May – Sept)

Dissertation
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Full-time course structure, January entry.
Autumn Semester (Sept – Dec)

Quantity Surveying Practice

People, Leadership
and Organisations

Managing Technology for
Sustainable Environments
1. Understanding how buildings work
2. The science behind Building
Services Engineering
3. Managing Building Information
Modelling (BIM)
4. Developments in offsite construction
5. Low carbon construction
6. Sustainable urban environments

Spring Semester
(Jan – May)

1. Organisational and
human behaviour
2. Team theory
3. Understanding leadership
4. Communication theory and practice
5. Conflict theory
6. Learning from experience

Project Planning,
Control and Risk
1. The context of project management
2. Project planning and scheduling
3. Value, risk and opportunity
management
4. Project finance, cost
planning and budgeting
5. Cashflow forecasting and
capital expenditure evaluation
6. Project monitoring, control
and close-out

Applied Research Methods

Field Trip

1. Procurement and cost
management of projects
2. Measurement of building works
3. Civil engineering and advanced measurement
4. Estimating and tendering in construction
5. Construction contract law and administration
6. SCM, employer’s protection, ADR
and professional ethics

Summer Semester (May – August)

Spring Semester (Jan – April)

Dissertation

Applied Research Methods

Applied Research Methods

Year 2

Managing Technology for
Sustainable Environments
1. Understanding how buildings work
2. The science behind Building
Services Engineering
3. Managing Building Information
Modelling (BIM)
4. Developments in offsite construction
5. Low carbon construction
6. Sustainable urban environments

Autumn Semester (Sept – Dec)
People, Leadership
and Organisations
1. Organisational and
human behaviour
2. Team theory
3. Understanding leadership
4. Communication theory and practice
5. Conflict theory
6. Learning from experience

Field Trip

Year 1

Quantity Surveying Practice
1. Procurement and cost
management of projects
2. Measurement of building works
3. Civil engineering and advanced measurement
4. Estimating and tendering in construction
5. Construction contract law and administration
6. SCM, employer’s protection, ADR
and professional ethics

Summer Semester (May–Aug)

Spring Semester (Jan – April)

Summer Semester (May – August)

Open learning course structure, January entry.

Applied Research Methods
Project Planning,
Control and Risk
1. The context of project management
2. Project planning and scheduling
3. Value, risk and opportunity
management
4. Project finance, cost
planning and budgeting
5. Cashflow forecasting and
capital expenditure evaluation
6. Project monitoring, control
and close-out

Spring Semester
(Jan – May)

Dissertation
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Building Information Modelling and
Management (BIMM) MSc

Accredited by the Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors (RICS) and the Chartered Institute of Building (CIOB).

This course embraces the emerging field of Building
Information Modelling (BIM).
Through a problembased learning approach,
our students work on
real-life problems, as
experienced within the
construction sector and
its associated industries,
consultants and clients,
as well as being exposed
to behavioural aspects
of managing projects,
which most construction
project managers only
experience when their
careers are well-advanced.
Image by BIMM student Alex Cooke

Course objectives

Course structure

The programme is specifically designed
to meet the needs of both cognate
and non-cognate students wishing to
pursue a career in construction. Through
an intense programme of study of
subject-specific knowledge, the course
provides the student with the knowledge
and professional skills that have been
identified by both RICS and CIOB as
essential for the construction project
manager taking a lead role in BIM
adoption and development.

As well as the MSc, our BIMM programme
offers exit awards of a postgraduate
certificate in Construction Studies
(PGCert), a postgraduate certificate in
BIMM (PGCert) and a postgraduate
diploma in BIMM (PGDip).
The MSc is available both as a one year
full-time programme, and in open-learning
mode that is normally taken over two
years (extendable up to five years). Openlearners will receive induction material

prior to the start of the course detailing
course structure, module content and
preparatory readings, intensive study
periods and field trip information via the
Virtual Learning Environment (Moodle)
and the programme Wiki.
The course consists of four core
modules plus research methods and
a final dissertation. As each of these
core modules is entirely self-contained,
students may enter the programme in
either September or January.
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Intensive study periods

Facilities

There are four intensive study periods
during the programme when both fulltime and open-learning students come
together on campus to attend lectures,
seminars and workshops. Each period is
normally around three days long. These
periods allow both cohorts to network
and build lasting synergies to serve them
throughout their careers. This is also the
opportunity for students and staff to share
experiences and knowledge as well as
renew friendships and make connections
within the industry. The organisation
and the collaborative nature of these
intensive study periods is always praised
by our students who particularly enjoy
site visits, workshops and guest lectures
from industry experts, that form the major
features of the study periods.

Students in the school benefit from a
dedicated brand-new lecture theatre
and computer lab. Students are given
access to various BIM tools such as Revit,
Synchro and Vico that provide hands-on
experience of managing projects through
BIM, which became industry standard
for all public construction contracts from
April 2016. The computer room is used
to teach students how to analyse and
assess investment and construction
projects to determine viability. Students
are also taught state of the art modelling
to analyse risk using the probabilistic
approach, which is often used in practice.
Students use Crystal Ball, a software
package, to gain hands-on experience
of assessing risks of financial models. In
the construction technology laboratory,
students learn the engineering properties
of construction materials and have
the opportunity to undertake further
technology based research.

European field trip
The course also includes a range of
field trips which are valuable for both
broadening student experiences and
learning, as well as developing social
bonding amongst members. A European
field trip is a compulsory element of
the course. It typically takes place in
January for one week – usually to the
Netherlands and is heavily subsidised by
the school. This is a great opportunity for
MSc students to get exposed to project
management practices outside of the UK,
as well as assess the ability of students
to observe and report on the different
approaches to project management in the
UK and overseas.

Applied or problembased learning
In response to industry feedback, we
have made our postgraduate education
more interesting and engaging through
a ‘problem-based learning’ (PBL)
approach. This practical approach
encourages learning by allowing students
to actively work through problems that
are adapted from complex real situations.
As these situations often cross discipline
boundaries and require research and
collaboration, we use our links with
industrial practitioners to help devise the
problems we use in class to find the best
solutions. This leads to a more exciting
and relevant student experience.

Employability
Graduates of our postgraduate
construction programmes have an
outstanding employment record. They
are recognised as having excellent levels
of communication, presentation and
problem-solving skills. Consequently,
many go on to be project managers
right across the broad spectrum of the
construction industries both locally and
internationally. Many of these companies
visit the school annually to meet students
for graduate positions as assistant project
managers, whilst all of our open-learning
students are employed full-time by
prominent companies in the sector.

Admission criteria
You should normally have a good
undergraduate honours degree (2:1
or above) or relevant experience and
demonstrable study abilities.
If your first language is not English, an
IELTS score of 6.5 with at least 6.0 in
reading and writing and 5.5 in listening
and speaking is required. Find out about
other acceptable language qualifications,
student visa requirements and our
English courses at www.brookes.ac.uk/
international
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Course modules and
module structure
People, Leadership
and Organisations
This module aims to develop your
knowledge and understanding
of how behavioural and
organisational issues influence
project performance and how
they can be harnessed to deliver
projects effectively.
Project Planning,
Control and Risk
This module teaches you how to
manage built environment projects
through the use of advanced
planning and control techniques.
BIM in Practice
This module develops your
understanding of the principles
behind BIM and its application
in practice. It examines need
to develop BIM strategic and
execution plans aligned with the
organisation business strategy,
including the preparation of a
business case for BIM adoption.
The module also focuses on
the information requirements
of project stakeholders and the
requirements for the management
and exchange of information
between supply chain members
and the client through the project
life cycle covering both the capital
and asset phases.
Advanced Construction
Technology and BIM
This module explores both
advanced construction
technologies and innovations
and the use of BIM in managing
and organising construction
project information.
Applied Research Methods
Through developing your research
skills, this module complements
the overall master’s programme
by providing the opportunity to
draw on all of the other modules
to inform and direct your choice of
dissertation subject matter.
Dissertation
This involves carrying out an
extended piece of research in
areas of interest to employers.

www.brookes.ac.uk/postgraduate/courses/bimm

CONSTRUCTION

22

Building Information Modelling and
Management (BIMM) MSc
Full-time course structure, September entry.
Autumn Semester (Sept – Dec)

Spring Semester (Jan – April)

People, Leadership
and Organisations

BIM in Practice
1. Enterprise strategy and business case
for BIM
2. Procurement and supply chain collaboration
3. Process innovation and change management
4. Information modelling and management
5. Contracts, legal and commercial
implications of BIM
6. BIM execution planning

1. The context of project management
2. Project planning and scheduling
3. Value, risk and opportunity
management
4. Project finance, cost
planning and budgeting
5. Cashflow forecasting and
capital expenditure evaluation
6. Project monitoring, control
and close-out

Field Trip

1. Organisational and
human behaviour
2. Team theory
3. Understanding leadership
4. Communication theory and practice
5. Conflict theory
6. Learning from experience

Project Planning,
Control and Risk

Summer Semester
(May – Sept)

Advanced Construction
Technology and BIM
1. Sustainable construction and
carbon management
2. Smart technologies in construction
3. Building Information Modelling basics
4. Advanced Building Information Modelling
5. Integrated project delivery
6. Strategic management of Building
Information Modelling

Applied Research Methods

Dissertation

Applied Research Methods

Open learning course structure, September entry.
Autumn Semester (Sept – Dec)

Spring Semester (Jan – April)

Year 2

1. Organisational and
human behaviour
2. Team theory
3. Understanding leadership
4. Communication theory and practice
5. Conflict theory
6. Learning from experience

BIM in Practice
Field Trip

Year 1

People, Leadership
and Organisations

1. Enterprise strategy and business case
for BIM
2. Procurement and supply chain collaboration
3. Process innovation and change management
4. Information modelling and management
5. Contracts, legal and commercial
implications of BIM
6. BIM execution planning

Applied Research Methods

Applied Research Methods

Project Planning,
Control and Risk

Advanced Construction
Technology and BIM

1. The context of project management
2. Project planning and scheduling
3. Value, risk and opportunity
management
4. Project finance, cost
planning and budgeting
5. Cashflow forecasting and
capital expenditure evaluation
6. Project monitoring, control
and close-out

1. Sustainable construction and
carbon management
2. Smart technologies in construction
3. Building Information Modelling basics
4. Advanced Building Information Modelling
5. Integrated project delivery
6. Strategic management of Building
Information Modelling

Summer Semester
(May – Sept)

Dissertation
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Full-time course structure, January entry.
Autumn Semester (Sept – Dec)

BIM in Practice

People, Leadership
and Organisations

Advanced Construction
Technology and BIM
1. Sustainable construction and
carbon management
2. Smart technologies in construction
3. Building Information Modelling basics
4. Advanced Building Information Modelling
5. Integrated project delivery
6. Strategic management of Building
Information Modelling

Spring Semester
(Jan – May)

1. Organisational and
human behaviour
2. Team theory
3. Understanding leadership
4. Communication theory and practice
5. Conflict theory
6. Learning from experience

Project Planning,
Control and Risk
1. The context of project management
2. Project planning and scheduling
3. Value, risk and opportunity
management
4. Project finance, cost
planning and budgeting
5. Cashflow forecasting and
capital expenditure evaluation
6. Project monitoring, control
and close-out

Applied Research Methods

Field Trip

1. Enterprise strategy and business case
for BIM
2. Procurement and supply chain collaboration
3. Process innovation and change management
4. Information modelling and management
5. Contracts, legal and commercial
implications of BIM
6. BIM execution planning

Summer Semester (May – August)

Spring Semester (Jan – April)

Dissertation

Applied Research Methods

Applied Research Methods

Year 2

Advanced Construction
Technology and BIM
1. Sustainable construction and
carbon management
2. Smart technologies in construction
3. Building Information Modelling basics
4. Advanced Building Information Modelling
5. Integrated project delivery
6. Strategic management of Building
Information Modelling

Autumn Semester (Sept – Dec)
People, Leadership
and Organisations
1. Organisational and
human behaviour
2. Team theory
3. Understanding leadership
4. Communication theory and practice
5. Conflict theory
6. Learning from experience

Field Trip

Year 1

BIM in Practice
1. Enterprise strategy and business case
for BIM
2. Procurement and supply chain collaboration
3. Process innovation and change management
4. Information modelling and management
5. Contracts, legal and commercial
implications of BIM
6. BIM execution planning

Summer Semester (May–Aug)

Spring Semester (Jan – April)

Summer Semester (May – August)

Open learning course structure, January entry.

Applied Research Methods
Project Planning,
Control and Risk
1. The context of project management
2. Project planning and scheduling
3. Value, risk and opportunity
management
4. Project finance, cost
planning and budgeting
5. Cashflow forecasting and
capital expenditure evaluation
6. Project monitoring, control
and close-out

Spring Semester
(Jan – May)

Dissertation

23

24

CONSTRUCTION

Project Management in the
Built Environment MSc

Accredited by the Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors (RICS) and the Chartered Institute of Building (CIOB).

The MSc PMBE is designed to meet the growing demand for
project managers who can oversee the entire life cycle of
any project.
It provides graduates
with all the essential
skills and knowledge to
become successful project
managers in a dynamic
and growing industry.

The course starts in September or
January and can be studied full-time
over an academic year or as openlearning over two years (extendable up
to five years). Open-learning delivery is
provided through online delivery using our
innovative Virtual Learning Environment
and attendance at residential intensive
study periods, plus our European field trip.

Intensive study periods
Course objectives
The PMBE equips graduates with the
knowledge and skills that will enhance
their contribution to managing projects.
The main disciplines of project planning,
design management, law, technology,
procurement and management issues are
all part of the curriculum.
The programme develops expert subject
specific knowledge and the transferable
skills industry desires. This provides the
necessary ability and understanding to
give effective, broad-based advice to your
own, or client organisations. Wherever
appropriate, teaching and learning will
be supplemented by input from external
experts and practitioners from both UK
and international agencies.

Course structure
As well as the MSc, our PMBE course
offers exit awards of a postgraduate
certificate in Construction Studies
(PGCert), a postgraduate certificate in
PMBE (PGCert) and a postgraduate
diploma in PMBE (PGDip).

There are two intensive study periods,
with each lasting three to four days.
During these periods, full-time and openlearning students come together to study
on campus at Oxford Brookes. The aim
of these study periods is to develop the
following skills through formal lectures,
computing workshops, laboratory work,
site visits and 1-1 tutorials:
■■

■■

interpersonal skills such as problem
solving, team building, leadership,
negotiation and assertive behaviour
academic skills such as research,
presentations, referencing and
the use of the electronic library.

For the open-learner, these study periods
provide an opportunity to become part
of an academic community, and to make
valuable links and friendships with other
open-learners. Full-time students also
get the chance to network with students
already working within built environment
industries. During the intensive study
periods, open-learning students have the
opportunity to discuss their proposed
dissertations with their supervisors.

European field trip
The aim of the field trip is to integrate
the knowledge gained in the early part
of the course by exposing you to the
different cultures of project management
practices abroad. You will be encouraged
to report on the different approaches to
project management between the UK and
another European country.

Our applied approach
to learning
Our applied approach to learning leads
to a more challenging and relevant
course. In addition to formal lectures,
learning takes place through groups
of students puzzling through problems,
often adapted from real situations, with
much of the complexity and context intact.
Practitioners and external advisers have
an important role in devising problems
and sharing their expertise. Our student
testimonials are evidence that our applied
approach to teaching and learning
provides a stimulating and exciting
learning environment in which to study.

Facilities
Students have access to new specialist
computing facilities and an extensive
construction science laboratory. Our
computing facilities were specially
commissioned to meet the emerging and
future needs for construction managers
and to be fully conversant with the
latest Building Information Modelling
(BIM) techniques. In the construction
science laboratory, students investigate
the properties of construction materials

CONSTRUCTION

25

and have the opportunity to base their
final dissertation within the labs; for
example, one student experimented on
the suitability of cement stabilised soil
as a low carbon alternative to the basic
house brick.

Employability
Meeting industry’s requests for MSc
courses to involve more practical and
interdisciplinary skills, this programme
is designed to provide graduates with
the attributes employers seek. The
programme is accredited by both the
RICS and CIOB, providing graduates
with access to the widest range of
professions that the built environment
offers. Graduates can, for example, go
on to employment with one of the major
project management consultancy firms,
which allows them to complete their
Assessment of Professional Competence
(APC) within two years and achieved their
RICS chartered status.

Course modules
The course is structured around the
following four core modules and
delivered via six learning packages:
People, Leadership
and Organisations
This module develops your
knowledge and understanding of
how behavioural and organisational
issues influence project performance
and how they can be harnessed to
deliver projects effectively.
Project Planning,
Control and Risk
This module teaches you how to
manage built environment projects
through the use of advanced
planning and control techniques.
Construction Law and
Procurement
Construction procurement and
associated legal arrangements are
key to the development and delivery
of construction projects.

Our graduate employability profile
includes local and national government,
SMEs and large multinational companies.
Our graduate employment rate is
Managing Technology for
Sustainable Environments
Design techniques and technological
innovations, and how they are
used and managed, are key
elements in the development
of our built environment. In this
module you will examine design
and building processes and endproduct-buildings as continuously
changing entities.
Applied Research Methods
Through developing your research
skills, this module complements
the overall master’s programme by
providing the opportunity to draw
on of all the other modules to inform
and direct your choice of dissertation
subject matter.
Dissertation
This involves carrying out an
extended piece of research. Students
are encouraged to undertake
research in areas of interest
to employers.
Suitable forms of dissertation
could include:
■■ an

investigation based on
primary and secondary data

exemplary and our students go on to be
employed throughout the globe including
India, Pakistan, South Africa, Canada,
Australia, Peru, the Middle East and China.
of a project management or
organisational practice to
improve existing practices
■■ testing or development of an
existing project management
model or practice
■■ application of theories or
concepts to the solving of
a project management or
organisational problem
■■ the comparison and evaluation
of international practices
or approaches to an aspect
of project management.

Admission criteria
You should normally have:
■■ a

good honours degree or
relevant experience and
demonstrable study abilities.

If your first language is not English,
an IELTS score of 6.5 with at least
6.0 in reading and writing and 5.5 in
listening and speaking is required.
Find out about other acceptable
language qualifications, student
visa requirements and our English
courses at www.brookes.ac.uk/
international

www.brookes.ac.uk/postgraduate/courses/pmbe
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Project Management in the Built Environment MSc
Full-time course structure, September entry.
Autumn Semester (Sept – Dec)

Spring Semester (Jan – April)

People, Leadership
and Organisations

Construction Law
and Procurement

Project Planning, Control and Risk

Field Trip

1. Organisational and
human behaviour
2. Team theory
3. Understanding leadership
4. Communication theory and practice
5. Conflict theory
6. Learning from experience

1. The context of project management
2. Project planning and scheduling
3. Value, risk and opportunity
management
4. Project finance, cost
planning and budgeting
5. Cashflow forecasting and
capital expenditure evaluation
6. Project monitoring, control
and close-out

Summer Semester (May – Sept)

1. Client leadership and
supply chain integration
2. Procurement process and
construction procurement stages
3. Traditional and partnering
procurement routes
4. Construction contracts
5. Construction law and law
applicable to construction
6. Conflict and dispute
resolution in construction
Dissertation
Managing Technology for
Sustainable Environments
1. Understanding how buildings work
2. The science behind ‘Building
Services Engineering’
3. Managing Building Information
Modelling (BIM)
4. Developments in offsite
construction
5. Low carbon construction
6. Sustainable urban environments

Applied Research Methods

Applied Research Methods

Year 2

Autumn Semester (Sept – Dec)

Spring Semester (Jan – April)

People, Leadership
and Organisations

Construction Law
and Procurement

1. Organisational and
human behaviour
2. Team theory
3. Understanding leadership
4. Communication theory and practice
5. Conflict theory
6. Learning from experience

Field Trip

Year 1

Open learning course structure, September entry.

1. Client leadership and
supply chain integration
2. Procurement process and
construction procurement stages
3. Traditional and partnering
procurement routes
4. Construction contracts
5. Construction law and law
applicable to construction
6. Conflict and dispute
resolution in construction

Applied Research Methods

Applied Research Methods

Project Planning, Control and Risk

Managing Technology for
Sustainable Environments

1. The context of project management
2. Project planning and scheduling
3. Value, risk and opportunity
management
4. Project finance, cost
planning and budgeting
5. Cashflow forecasting and
capital expenditure evaluation
6. Project monitoring, control
and close-out

1. Understanding how buildings work
2. The science behind ‘Building
Services Engineering’
3. Managing Building Information
Modelling (BIM)
4. Developments in offsite
construction
5. Low carbon construction
6. Sustainable urban environments

Summer Semester
(May – Sept)

Dissertation
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Full-time course structure, January entry.
Autumn Semester (Sept – Dec)

Construction Law
and Procurement

People, Leadership
and Organisations

Managing Technology for
Sustainable Environments
1. Understanding how buildings work
2. The science behind ‘Building
Services Engineering’
3. Managing Building Information
Modelling (BIM)
4. Developments in offsite
construction
5. Low carbon construction
6. Sustainable urban environments

Spring Semester
(Jan – May)

1. Organisational and
human behaviour
2. Team theory
3. Understanding leadership
4. Communication theory and practice
5. Conflict theory
6. Learning from experience

Project Planning, Control and Risk

Field Trip

1. Client leadership and
supply chain integration
2. Procurement process and
construction procurement stages
3. Traditional and partnering
procurement routes
4. Construction contracts
5. Construction law and law
applicable to construction
6. Conflict and dispute
resolution in construction

Summer Semester (May – August)

Spring Semester (Jan – April)

Dissertation

1. The context of project management
2. Project planning and scheduling
3. Value, risk and opportunity
management
4. Project finance, cost
planning and budgeting
5. Cashflow forecasting and
capital expenditure evaluation
6. Project monitoring, control
and close-out

Applied Research Methods

Applied Research Methods

Open learning course structure, January entry.

1. Client leadership and
supply chain integration
2. Procurement process and
construction procurement stages
3. Traditional and partnering
procurement routes
4. Construction contracts
5. Construction law and law
applicable to construction
6. Conflict and dispute
resolution in construction
Applied Research Methods

1. Understanding how buildings work
2. The science behind ‘Building
Services Engineering’
3. Managing Building Information
Modelling (BIM)
4. Developments in offsite
construction
5. Low carbon construction
6. Sustainable urban environments

1. Organisational and
human behaviour
2. Team theory
3. Understanding leadership
4. Communication theory and practice
5. Conflict theory
6. Learning from experience

Applied Research Methods
Project Planning, Control and Risk
Summer Semester
(May–Aug)

Year 2

Managing Technology for
Sustainable Environments

People, Leadership
and Organisations

Field Trip

Year 1

Construction Law
and Procurement

Autumn Semester (Sept – Dec)
Summer Semester (May – August)

Spring Semester (Jan – April)

1. The context of project management
2. Project planning and scheduling
3. Value, risk and opportunity
management
4. Project finance, cost
planning and budgeting
5. Cashflow forecasting and
capital expenditure evaluation
6. Project monitoring, control
and close-out

Spring Semester
(Jan – May)

Dissertation
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Research degrees
The School of the Built Environment is known for its research
across a range of fields, including international land and
property markets, housing policy, sustainable real estate
and urban development, low carbon construction and project
management and application of IT in construction.
Support and supervision
What you can expect from us:
■■

■■

■■

Research students
■■

97%

of research from the School
of the Built Environment
(including planning
and architecture) is
internationally recognised
Source: REF 2014

We offer the following
research degrees:
■■
■■
■■

MPhil
MPhil transferring to PhD
PhD direct, possible in exceptional
cases for students with a recently
completed master’s or MPhil
degree in an area closely related
to the proposed research topic.

Excellent research facilities and a
friendly environment. High calibre
supervision for pursuing research
activity in a wide range of topics at
both national and international levels.
Where appropriate, the school will
involve experts from elsewhere in the
university, or from external institutions.
A strong network of support due to
the large community of researchers
and scholars that exist within the
different schools, such as the
School of the Built Environment, and
the School of Architecture. These
include regular student and staff led
research seminars and other forums
for debate and exchange of ideas.
To be allocated an appropriate
research group in the Oxford Institute
for Sustainable Development (OISD)
and where possible be given the
opportunity to work with staff on
on-going research projects.
Opportunities for research
collaboration, synergy, study visits and
exchanges. Both staff and research
students are active in publishing their
findings in leading international journals.

Find out more
■■
■■
■■

Tel +44 (0) 1865 484244
rd-enquiries@brookes.ac.uk
oisd.brookes.ac.uk

‘High calibre supervision for pursuing research
activity in a wide range of topics at both national and
international levels.’
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Research and
Knowledge Exchange

BIM-enabled low impact school procurement project

Innovative learning platform
for knowledge integration
in Energy Retrofit

Dr Esra Kurul, from the
Construction and Project
Management Group of
OISD, has been awarded
€183,454 (approx.
£156,000) to host a Marie
Curie Individual Fellow (Dr
Maurizio Sibilla, currently
at Sapienza University of
Rome) as part of the EU
Horizon 2020 programme.
This project will deliver an approach
to develop practitioners who are
well-placed to improve the energy
performance of existing buildings
through interdisciplinary collaboration,
and by managing complexity inherent
in retrofit projects. The platform will
address the lack of programs dedicated
to interdisciplinary education, which

helps develop the capacity to transfer
information and knowledge between
disciplinary boundaries and to deal with
the tensions between social, economic,
environmental and technological
dimensions of sustainability. The outputs
can be exploited at different levels within
higher education sectors and professional
development. It is anticipated that this
fellowship will create opportunities for
inter-disciplinary teaching both within
the Faculty of Technology, Design and
Environment and across the University.
It therefore has the potential to become
a showcase exemplifying how research
and teaching can be interlinked. The
project will run over two years, starting in
September 2017. The supervisory team
consists of Dr Esra Kurul (Scientist in
Charge, School of the Built Environment),
Professor Rajat Gupta (School of
Architecture) and Mr Neil Currant (OCSLD).
This grant is part of a larger collaboration
effort between Dr Sibilla and Dr Kurul who
are currently working on a paper entitled:
A review of Energy Discourse in the Urban
Context and a possible H2020 proposal
under the Engaging Private Consumers
towards Sustainable Energy Topic.

BIM-enabled low impact
school procurement project
This Innovate UK-funded project,
undertaken by a consortium of
collaborators, explored ways of using
BIM to close the upstream knowledgefeedback-loop between construction,
use and design phases. It supported
integrated collaborative procurement,
design, and delivery of low impact
standardised designs for turnkey school
projects under the Sunesis approach
(www.sunesisbuild.co.uk). To harness
best practice lessons, BIM has been
used as a learning platform to enable
continuous process and product
development through collaboration
between key members of the
supply-chain.
This challenging project could only
succeed with close collaboration
between academia and relevant private
sector partners. For this reason, it has
been championed by a strong and
multidisciplinary team: Oxford Brookes
and project partners Willmott Dixon and
Scape, with contributions from Sunesis
consultants such as Hunters and TDS.
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Construction and Project
Management Group
Research expertise
■■ Climate

The Construction and Project Management Group sits within the
Oxford Institute for Sustainable Development (OISD), which is
the largest academic research institute working on sustainable
development in the built environment in the UK. The group
brings together individuals with a wide range of expertise in the
construction engineering and management fields. The work of
the group is highly interdisciplinary and draws on engineering,
management, computer and social sciences and psychology
to address challenges facing the construction industry.
The group undertakes both fundamental
and applied research that provides
industry and policy makers with innovative
decision support tools and solutions
for planning, procuring and delivering
construction projects and services
that maximise economic, social and
environmental benefits to society.

Council for Research and Innovation in
Building Construction (CIB).
Nationally, we have ongoing research links
with other UK universities, professional
institutes and organisations (APM, CIOB
and RICS) and construction and property
firms and consultancies.

External links

Find out more

Internationally, we have established
research links with several leading
universities across the globe including in
Australia, China, Europe and the USA. We
are also actively involved with international
organisations such as the International

Professor Joe Tah,
Director of Construction and Project
Management Group
■■
■■

Tel +44 (0) 1865 483919
jtah@brookes.ac.uk

be.brookes.ac.uk/research/cpm

change and
sustainable construction
■■ Low carbon construction
and carbon management
■■ Emerging technologies
and innovations for
sustainable buildings
■■ Social networks, innovation
absorption and diffusion
■■ Sustainable building
retrofitting and maintenance
■■ Collaborative planning and
supply network management
■■ Procurement, project and
process management
■■ Risk analysis and management
■■ Lean construction and
applied operations research
■■ Whole-life costing and
value modelling
■■ Integrated design
and production
■■ Information and
knowledge management
■■ Knowledge-based systems and
applied artificial intelligence
■■ Building Information Modelling
(BIM) and 4D/nD modelling
■■ Virtual prototyping
■■ Training opportunities
■■ PhD studies in Construction
and Project Management
■■ PhD Studies in Construction
Information Technology
■■ MSc in Project Management
in the Built Environment
■■ MSc in Construction
Project Management
■■ MSc in Building Information
Modelling and Management
■■ MSc in Quantity Surveying and
Commercial Management
■■ CPD and international
training programmes

Student profiles

Want to find out what life’s like for our
construction students? Visit our online student
profile pages at be.brookes.ac.uk/students

Tanaka Lusengo
BSc Construction
Project Management
(4 year sandwich) with
a placement at Berkeley
Homes (East Thames)
“The industrial placement is
the most important part of the
course, as you get to leave
university with a year’s worth
of experience, so finding a job
after graduation shouldn’t be
too hard.”

READY FOR
YOUR FUTURE?

WITH OUR ONLINE
OPEN DAY YOU’RE

VIRTUALLY
THERE

Malia Moua
MSc Project Management
in the Built Environment
“I really like that the course
adopted a problem-based
learning approach to ensure
that it is real-world focused.
Not only did I find this more
effective, it is far more
rewarding than the traditional
examination approach as it
enabled me to develop a whole
range of management skills.”

Khalid Amir
MSc Building Information
Modelling and Management,
open learner from Egypt
“The course is amazing and the
staff are really helpful – and
available like 24/7. They know
we are open learners, and we
work for most of the week, so
even on days off they answer
our questions as they know that
we are far from the centre of
the events.”

Whether you’re visiting us in person or unable to make the
journey, we’ve prepared a range of content of what you’d
see at an open day or applicant day. Watch Q&A sessions
with staff and students, explore our campuses with our
virtual tour, watch videos about our courses and facilities
and hear about life at Brookes. Or join us for one of our live
online events.

Contact our support team

Undergraduate: +44 (0) 1865 483875
Postgraduate: +44 (0) 1865 483342

Learn about our staff

www.be.brookes.ac.uk/staff

Visit our website

www.be.brookes.ac.uk

tde-be-enquiry@brookes.ac.uk

Visit us

School of the Built Environment
Oxford Brookes University
Headington Campus
Oxford
OX3 0BP
UK

Attend a virtual open day

Follow us on social media

Undergraduate virtual open day:
www.be.brookes.ac.uk/
virtualopenday/undergraduate.html

@OBU_BE

Postgraduate virtual open day:
www.be.brookes.ac.uk/
virtualopenday/postgraduate.html

/builtenvironment

/BrookesTDEMarketing

Oxford Brookes promotes equality of opportunity for all who study, work and visit here.
For more details please visit www.brookes.ac.uk/services/hr/eod or phone +44 (0) 1865 485929.

To obtain a large-print copy of (or sections of) this publication or to enquire
about other formats please contact +44 (0) 1865 484848 or email
query@brookes.ac.uk
All information is correct at the time of going to press (April 2017).
Please refer to the University’s website for the most up-to-date details.
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