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Foreword
On behalf of the Vice-Chancellor’s
Group of Oxford Brookes I am
delighted to welcome all colleagues,
students and our wider community to
this programme of important events
hosted by the University for Black
History Month 2021.
Our leadership team is proud to
support and encourage all members
of our University community to
participate in the learning and
engagement opportunities this
affords.
We are grateful for the voluntary
contributions and creative energy
of colleagues in our BAME Staff
Network in connecting and amplifying
voices and experiences, using the
focal point of Black History Month
to place these at the heart of the
University calendar.

Professor Anne-Marie Kilday
Pro Vice-Chancellor
Student and Staff Experience
Chair of Brookes Race Equality
Steering Group

I hope the events highlighted within
the October programme can serve
as a stimulus and catalyst to further
diversify and broaden the range
of perspectives included in our
curriculum and wider service delivery
and strengthen local partnerships
and community engagement.
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Welcome
I am so pleased to be able to share
details of this month’s exciting
programme of events hosted by
Oxford Brookes during Black
History Month. This is a wonderful
opportunity to raise awareness of,
and celebrate Black cultural heritage
and the positive ways it enriches our
academic, professional and personal
communities.
It has been my great honour to
work with a dedicated and talented
project team on designing, curating
and organising this programme,
linking with colleagues from across
the University. And I’d like to say a
special thanks to those volunteers
who have contributed their time,
professionalism and creative energy
in making a programme that is varied,
stimulating, deeply thought-provoking
and of course, hugely entertaining.

Nina Epellé
Campaigns Manager
Chair of the BAME Staff Network

»
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I hope as many people as possible
will join the events and make new
connections. Participating in Black
History Month, exploring the wide
variety of rewarding content while
making precious new connections,
demonstrates the huge potential
to benefit from the wealth of
diverse personal and professional
networks and collaborations that
are an integral part of our university
community.

leadership and social norms and
sense of belonging. This is a
year-round endeavour for which
Black History Month provides an
opportunity to take stock and refresh
our collective and individual efforts.
If you have thoughts or ideas that
you’d like to contribute to this work,
we would love to hear from you. Get
in touch, using the links below.
Black History Month 2021 is a time
for reflection, a time for connections,
and a time for celebration. I look
forward to welcoming you all.

The majority of our programme
will be delivered online this year
and while this may change the
experience of coming together, it
also enables many more colleagues,
students, friends and community
members to join us - locally,
nationally and internationally.
Everyone is welcome.

Nina Epellé
Chair, BAME Staff Network
Oxford Brookes University
For more information on the BAME
Staff Network, please contact:
ninaepelle@brookes.ac.uk

Across the sector there remains a
clear focus for attention and action
on disparities in representation,
achievement and progression for
black staff and students. In addition
to numerical goals, change is
needed in the prevailing culture,

info-bamestaff@brookes.ac.uk
brookes.ac.uk/bamestaffnetwork
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Calendar of events
October 2021
5

7

12

The Art of
Capoeira Introductory
Workshop.

Belonging: In Emergency,
Break Glass. With Amantha
Edmead and Euton Daley.

A People’s Art The Genesis of
Freedom. Documentary
screening.

14

15

The Power of Transforming Life
Choice: A conversation with Amani
Simpson

19

Afro’Dance Workshop.
An online dance workshop presented
by Ailey Extension.

The African Concert Series. A celebration of the African continent through
its music. Rebeca Omordia and Leon Bosch in conversation with Professor
Marius Turda and Dr Graham van Wyk.

20

21

Why Black History Matters
with Professor David Olusoga.

Race in Architectural Education:
Decolonising the Curriculum.

25

28

Celebrating Black Entrepreneurs:
their journey and wisdom in building
a business.

Public lecture by Ambassador
Andrew J Young: Proud to Be

Brookes Union

Resources and
community events

As part of this year’s Black History
Month events, Brookes Union is
running a series of free ﬁlms every
Friday in the Kennedy Room.

Check out our list of resources,
recordings of previous events and
upcoming local events.
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The Art of Capoeira Introductory Workshop
In person workshop in the Studio at Headington Sports
The fascinating and vibrant series
of movements known as Capoeira
is a Brazilian martial art that
combines elements of dance,
acrobatics, and music. Originally
practiced by Africans enslaved
in Brazil, it has since become
celebrated and practiced around
the world.

practice Capoeira techniques and
principal movements.

Abolição Oxford Capoeira is
pleased to present a Capoeira
workshop which will include an
introduction to the history and
context of Capoeira as well as the
opportunity to safely learn and

 Thursday 14 October
7:00pm - 8:00pm

No experience is needed
and this class is suitable for
complete beginners.
Further sessions will be held on:
 Tuesdays 12, 19 and 26
October 7:00pm - 8:00pm

 Saturdays 16, 23 and 30
October 9:00am - 10:00am
(Capoeira master class)

 Tuesday 5 October
 7:00pm to 8:00pm
Map-marker-alt The Studio, Brookes Sport
Headington,
OX3 0GB
		

Free in-person event

Email to book:
npatrocinio@brookes.ac.uk
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Belonging
In Emergency, Break Glass
Amantha Edmead and Euton Daley
how others feel about you. Drawing
on poetry and performance
with insights from therapeutic
models and coping strategies for
psychological safety, this session
will be thought-provoking, deepthinking, and enriching.

The pretence is wearing thin
In this green and pleasant land
No room to move
No room to breathe
In this green and pleasant land

Our perspective, as facilitators,
is through the lens of an African
heritage experience of racism.
However, the session is open to all
who have experienced or observed
discrimination of any kind.

What does it take to enable us
to feel safe, to feel at home, or to
feel like we ‘belong’ in whatever
environment we find ourselves in?
Euton Daley (Unlock the Chains
Collective) and Amantha Edmead
(Kuumba Nia Arts) will lead an
interactive session on the theme of
‘belonging’, supported by Rachel
Barbaresi, Lecturer in Art &
Design in Oxford Brookes’ School
of Arts. This workshop will explore
some of the realities of living in an
unfair, unjust and unequal world
and will examine whether your
sense of belonging is dependent
on how you feel about yourself or

 Thursday 7 October
 12:00pm to 1:00pm
Free online event
 bit.ly/BHMbelong

8

BLACK HISTORY MONTH 2021

brookes.ac.uk/blackhistorymonth

A People’s Art The Genesis of Freedom
A documentary film screening

A screening of excerpts from the
documentary film on the history
of the London Notting Hill
Carnival exploring the surrounding
discourse and media commentary.
Tony Oldham, award winning
filmmaker of two films on the
London Notting Hill Carnival (Arts
of Conflict and A People’s Art) will
join Dr Nicole Ferdinand from
Oxford Brookes Business School
(who is featured in both films) for
a discussion of key aspects of
the significance and meaning of
Europe’s biggest street festival:
London Notting Hill Carnival.

 Tuesday 12 October
 6:00pm to 7:30pm
		

Free online event

 bit.ly/BHMNHC21
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The Power of Transforming Life
Choice: A conversation with Amani
Simpson
Amani Simpson is an awardwinning storyteller, social
entrepreneur and youth coach.
His social enterprise Aviard
Inspires CIC, exists to empower
young people through personal
development, digital media and
enrichment opportunities.
Amani will share his story and
pivotal events that changed his

life trajectory, with a focus on
overcoming, finding your true,
authentic self and standing tall.
Amani uses his inspiring story,
lived experience and expertise in
youth engagement to transform
lives and reach broad audiences
of often underserved youth within
his community and across the UK.

 Thursday 14 October
 12:00pm to 1:00pm
		

Free online event

 bit.ly/BHM21Amani
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Afro’Dance Workshop
An online dance workshop presented by Ailey Extension
Afro’Dance is a mixture of the new
generation of African influences
and street dance. In this class,
dancers will work on musicality
heavily influenced by the rhythm
and musical trends from the
Congo, Ivory Coast, Angola, and
beyond. Urban street styles are
incorporated into the backdrop
of this heavily African-based
technique. The cultural, social,
and free-spirited side of this class
creates an environment where
students dance, learn, have fun,
and feel free.

 Friday 15 October
 6:00pm to 7:00pm
		

Free online event

 bit.ly/BHM21AD
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The African Concert Series
A celebration of the African continent
through its music
Rebeca Omordia and Leon Bosch in conversation with
Professor Marius Turda and Dr Graham van Wyk

Join us for a special musical
celebration with Rebeca
Omordia and Leon Bosch.

the influences on their work
and its socio-cultural impacts,
illustrated with musical examples.

Nigerian-Romanian virtuoso
pianist Rebeca Omordia is
changing the face of classical
music. In 2019 Rebeca founded
the first African Concert Series
in London. The series featured
a collaboration with the South
African internationally-acclaimed
double bass virtuoso, Leon
Bosch, creator of “The South
African Double Bass” project.

Professor Marius Turda and
Dr Graham van Wyk will host
and engage in a conversation with
Leon Bosch about music, racism
and apartheid with opportunities
for Q&A.

 Tuesday 19 October
 6:00pm to 7:30pm
		

Free online event

 bit.ly/BHMACS

In this session, Rebeca and Leon
will discuss their distinct journeys,
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Why Black History Matters
with Professor David Olusoga
Black History Month is an American import. An African-American
idea brought to Britain less than 40 years ago. Yet in that time it has
grown to become part of British culture, a feature of the calendar for
thousands of institutions and companies. After the Windrush Scandal,
the toppling of Edward Colston and the summer of Black Lives Matter,
what next for Black British history?

 Wednesday
20 October
 6:30pm to 7:30pm
		

Free online event

 bit.ly/BHM21PDO

Professor David Olusoga is the award-winning author and presenter
whose contributions to Britain’s black history are defining. Currently
the Professor of Public History at the University of Manchester,
Olusoga has committed to bringing essential topics, such as
Windrush, slavery and the empire, to the forefront of conversations.
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Race in Architectural Education
Decolonising the Curriculum
How do we decolonise
architectural education in the UK?
Oxford Brookes’ School of
Architecture’s Place, Culture
and Identity research group and
Black in Architecture research
unit invites architects, academics,
industry professionals and
students to come together for a
day of seminars and a workshop
on decolonising the architecture
curriculum.
This event is organised as part
of a series of research impact
activities programmed for the
academic year 2021/2022 and is
open to all staff, students and the
wider community.

Welcome: Christina Godiksen,
Head of School, School of
Architecture - Oxford Brookes
Keynote: Neal Shasore,
Head of School - The London
School of Architecture
Seminars: Dr Supriya Akerkar,
Dr Aylin Orbasli and Professor
Marcel Vellinga - Oxford Brookes
Sanaa Shaikh - Native Studio and
DECOSM
Workshop: Bushra Mohamed
and Nana Biamah-Ofosu - Studio
NYALI
Moderators: Juliet Sakyi-Ansah
and Professor Marcel Vellinga

 Thursday 21 October
 9:00am to 5:00pm
Map-marker-alt In person event
Union Hall
Headington Campus
 bit.ly/3lWfAg7
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Celebrating Black Entrepreneurs:
their journey and wisdom in building
a business

Have you ever had a business idea
and wondered what it would be
like running it? Join Lettija Lee,
Sherilyn Carter, and Elizabeth
Solaru in a conversation about
their entrepreneurial journey. They
will be sharing their wisdom and
lessons learned along the way.
Hosted by Dr Yue Ang of Oxford
Brookes University.
Lettija is an entrepreneur and
presenter currently working in
brand strategy for Apple and
Dreamville, and presenting for
The Grape Juice. Lettija previously
founded a startup called Peco
Poncho and is an expert in
entertainment law.

She specialises in supporting
women to dig deep and grow
through developing a personal
brand or elevating their business
using social media marketing.
Elizabeth Solaru is the multi award
winning founder of Elizabeth’s
Cake Emporium and the Luxury
Business Emporium. A pioneer in
the wedding industry, her creations
have been featured in numerous
national and international blogs
and publications.

 Monday 25 October
 6:00pm to 7:00pm
		

Free online event

 bit.ly/BHM21CBE

Sherilyn Carter is a social media
content and confidence coach.
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Public lecture by Ambassador
Andrew J Young
Proud to Be

Thursday 28 October
6:00pm to 7:00pm
Join us for this special closing
event for Black History Month 2021.
We have the honour to welcome
Ambassador Andrew J Young to
Oxford Brookes, who will share some
lessons we can learn today from the
American Civil Rights movement.
16
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In the decades since Ambassador
Young helped change the course
of history as a leader in the
American Civil Rights movement,
he has built a remarkable legacy
as a civic activist, elected official,
groundbreaking ambassador,
social entrepreneur, and adviser
to presidents.

He was a key strategist and
negotiator during campaigns that
led to the passage of the Civil
Rights Act of 1964 and the
Voting Rights Act of 1965.
He was the first U.S. AfricanAmerican Ambassador to the
United Nations in 1977, and
instrumental in the building
of modern-day Atlanta, being
elected Mayor in 1981 and reelected in 1985.

Today, he leads the Andrew
J Young Foundation’s efforts
to develop and support new
generations of visionary leaders
who will create sustainable
global approaches to economic
development, poverty alleviation,
and the challenge of hunger.

Young is the recipient of the
Presidential Medal of Freedom
and the French Legion d’Honneur
and has received honorary
degrees from more than 100
colleges and universities.

Young worked closely with
Dr Martin Luther King Jr to teach
non-violent organising strategies.

The lecture will be
followed by a live Q&A
hosted by Nina Epellé,
Chair of the BAME
Staff Network.

 Thursday 28 October
 6:00pm to 7:00pm
		

Free online event

 bit.ly/BHM21AJY

If you’d like to submit a question
to Ambassador Young, please
email your question to:
info-bamestaff@brookes.ac.uk
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As part of this year’s Black History Month events,
Brookes Union is running a series of free ﬁlms
every Friday in the Kennedy Room.
brookesunion.org.uk/blackhistorymonth
Queen and Slim
Friday 1st October, 19:00 - 21:00
Kennedy Room
Slim and Queen's ﬁrst date takes an unexpected
turn when a policeman pulls them over for a
minor traﬃc violation.

Little
Friday 8th October, 19:00 - 21:00
Kennedy Room
A woman is transformed into her younger
self at a point in her life when the pressures
of adulthood become too much to bear.

The Photograph
Friday 15th October, 19:00 - 21:00
Kennedy Room
A series of intertwining love stories set in
the past and in the present.

Soul
Friday 22nd October, 19:00 - 21:00
Kennedy Room
After landing the gig of a lifetime, a New York jazz
pianist suddenly ﬁnds himself trapped in a strange
land between Earth and the afterlife.
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Throughout October
Oxford Brookes Resources on Race and
Anti-racism and Anti-racism Reading List
from Oxford Brookes Library.
Resources

Recording

Recording

Recording

Why Paul Oliver Matters: the Blues
and African American Music - Christian
O’Connell and Michael Roach discuss the
significance of the Paul Oliver collection. From
the Creative Industries Festival 2021.
“Yuh cyah play mas if yuh fraid powder” Caribbean legacies and creativity in Oxford
- Conversation with Euton Daley (Unlock the
Chains Collective), Amantha Edmead (Kuumba
Nia Arts) and Haroun Shah (Nostalgia
Steelband and Carnival Club) on the history
and futures of Caribbean cultural forms, arts
and intellectual thought. From the Creative
Industries Festival 2021.
Oxford Annual Windrush Memorial Lecture
- 22 June 2021. For those of you who missed
the annual Windrush Day Memorial Lecture led
by Dr Dianne Regisford and Dr Rose Sinclair
around the theme of belonging, you can now
view the full recording on YouTube
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African Treasury Week 2020
from Fusion Arts
A series of lectures on sub-Saharan sculpture
by Natty Mark Samuels, founder of the
African School, a Cultural Educational project
providing teaching in African Studies, to the
general community; focusing on pre-colonial
sub-Saharan societies. In collaboration with
Fusion Arts Oxford.
Writers Make Worlds
An open educational resource hub for Black
and Asian British writing today.

Resources

National Black History Month
Events, resources and features.
Resources

University of Oxford Black History Month
Oxford University will deliver another engaging
and informative programme for Black
History Month during October 2021. Here we
bring together talks, events, resources and
initiatives.
Events
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Oxford University Hospitals NHS
Foundation Trust events
Events

The role of allyship in the NHS
Tuesday 12 October, 10:00am - 11:00am (online)
A talk from Joy Warmington, Non-Exec
Director of OUH and CEO of brap, exploring
the role of allyship in the NHS.
Career journeys: black leaders in the NHS
Friday 15 October, 1:30pm - 2:30pm (online)
A panel discussion featuring black leaders
in the NHS sharing their career journeys and
insights in recognition of Black History Month.
Oxford Health NHS Foundation Trust: Black
History Month programme (download)
Oxford Health NHS Foundation Trust mark
Black History Month with an impressive lineup featuring a diverse range of speakers,
presenters and partners.
 How to have conversations about race
 Migration lullabies
 Inclusive recruitment

Events

 Career development for BAME staff
 How to set up an allyship programme
 The Power of Staff Networks by best-selling
author Cherron Inko-Tariah MBE
 Dope Black Dads
Download the Black History Month
programme for more events and information
then register for the events on offer.
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A Nice Cup of Tea?
Crafted over cups of tea, this installation
amplifies the stories, lives and resilience of
Oxford’s communities, particularly those of
Oxford’s Windrush generation and African
Caribbean community, many of whom have
family links to the transatlantic slave trade.
Local residents, students from the University
of Oxford, artists, and a museum team, have
imagined, invented and created
‘A Nice Cup of Tea?’.
Dwelling: In This Space We Breathe by
Khadija Saye
To August 2022 at the Pitt Rivers Museum,
Oxford.

Events

Events

Oxford Windrush Group: Caribbean Living
Room Exhibition
The Caribbean Living Room is BACK OPEN!
Head to this immersive recreation of a 1960s
West Indian front room to learn about the
experiences of the Windrush Generation
The exhibition will be open 10:00am - 4:00pm
on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays at 58
Between Towns Road, Cowley, Oxford OX4 3LR
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Respect
1-7 October 2021, Ultimate Picture Palace,
Oxford
Events

Resources

The true-story of “Queen of Soul” Aretha
Franklin’s life and career – from a child singing
in her father’s church’s choir to international
superstardom. Singer Jennifer Hudson serves
up a powerhouse performance in this bold,
crowd-pleasing biographical drama.
Explore the Paul Oliver Archive of African
American Music
The Paul Oliver Archive of African American
Music (POAAAM) is a mixed media collection
that includes books and magazines, music
recordings, music scores, audio reel
recordings, research papers, and a 1960s
jukebox. Find out more, visit the online
exhibition, or listen to the jukebox playlist.
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Groups and initiatives
at Oxford Brookes
University
BAME Staff Network
The network aims to be a safe and
inclusive space for all self-defining
BAME staff, to support autonomy and
enhance visibility and voice for BAME
staff in the University community.
The group meets quarterly and shares
regular information with members,
organises events and activities, promotes
career progression and supports engagement
with University policy development.
For more information, contact:
info-bamestaff@brookes.ac.uk
You can find us at:
brookes.ac.uk/bamestaffnetwork

Anti-Racism Action Group
Anti-Racism Action Group (ARAG) was established in June 2020 by
Professor Marius Turda, Dr Graham van Wyk, Mariama Sheriff, Dr Sola
Adesola and Jane Butcher. It grew out of the BAME Staff Action Group
(2017-2020). During the academic year 2020-21, ARAG organised a very
successful series of ‘Conversations on race, racism and anti-racism’.
Contact details: mturda@brookes.ac.uk
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Oxford Brookes Black History
Month Steering Committee
Chaired by: Nina Epellé

With thanks to the significant contributions of:
Amanda Selormey

Maria Villarico

Anne-Marie Kilday

Marius Turda

Becci Cooper

Nicole Ferdinand

Beth Hill

Nye Patrocinio

David Marsh

Oreoluwa Aiyesimoju

Emma Canham

Pam Fortescue

Graham van Wyk

Rachel Barbaresi

Jane Butcher

Sola Adesola

Jardel Williams

Stephanie Atherton

Jayne Stuart

Yue S. Ang

Kim Waring Paynter
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