
Professional Development in 
Health and Social Care
MSc / PGDip / PGCert
This highly flexible postgraduate programme enables you to create a personalised 
programme of study that reflects your individual goals and areas of practice. These example 
pathways illustrate different approaches of using previous credit within the programme, and 
example bespoke award titles (subject to academic approval) on unstructured pathways.

www.brookes.ac.uk/pdhsc

Recognised prior learning

Optional module

Compulsory module

Award

A student has completed and evidenced 20 credits of Level 7 study and would like to complete the Masters programme.

Level 7 credits 
achieved at  
another UK HEI
20 credits of 
Recognised Prior 
Learning

Optional module 
selected 
from Health 
& Social Care 
Postgraduate 
portfolio
20 credits

Optional module 
selected 
from Health 
& Social Care 
Postgraduate 
portfolio
20 credits

Optional module 
selected 
from Health 
& Social Care 
Postgraduate 
portfolio
20 credits

Optional module 
selected 
from Health 
& Social Care 
Postgraduate 
portfolio
20 credits

Advanced 
Research 
Design
20 credits

Dissertation
60 credits

Bespoke  
MSc Title
Subject to 
Academic 
Approval

A student has previously completed a PG Certificate with another HEI and wants to create their own Masters.

PG Cert in 
Cardiorespiratory 
Practice
60 credits of 
Recognised Prior 
Learning

Optional module 
selected 
from Health 
& Social Care 
Postgraduate 
portfolio
20 credits

Optional module 
selected 
from Health 
& Social Care 
Postgraduate 
portfolio
20 credits

Advanced 
Research 
Design
20 credits

Postgraduate 
Dissertation
60 credits

MSc in Applied 
Cardiorespiratory 
Practice 
Leadership 
(example title)

http://www.brookes.ac.uk
http://www.brookes.ac.uk/pdhsc


A student has previously completed a PG Diploma and would 
now like to complete the Masters pathway. 

PG Diploma 
in Specialist 
Community 
Public Health 
Nursing (School 
Nursing)
120 credits of 
Recognised  
Prior Learning

Applied 
Research 
Design
10 credits

Dissertation 
in Advanced 
Practice
60 credits

MSc in 
Specialist 
Community 
Public Health 
Nursing and 
Leadership 
(example title)

A student has previously completed a PG Diploma  
(with sufficient credit and evidence of Level 7 study) and  
would now like to ‘Top Up’ to complete the Masters pathway.

PG Diploma 
achieved at OBU 
or another HEI
120 credits of 
Recognised  
Prior Learning

Research 
Methods
20 credits

Dissertation
60 credits

Bespoke  
MSc Title  
Subject to 
Academic 
Approval

A student has completed and evidenced 20 credits of Level 7 
study and would like to complete the PGCert.

Level 7 credits 
achieved at 
OBU or another 
UK HEI
20 credits

Optional module 
selected 
from Health 
& Social Care 
Postgraduate 
portfolio
20 credits

Optional module 
selected 
from Health 
& Social Care 
Postgraduate 
portfolio
20 credits

Bespoke  
PG Cert Title
Subject to 
Academic 
Approval

Structured route

Advanced 
Health 
Promotion
20 credits

Leadership in 
Health & Social 
Care
20 credits

Evidence-Based 
Practice
20 credits

Mastering 
Professional 
Nursing 
Practice
20 credits

Communicable 
Diseases /
Plan & Manage 
Clinical Trials /
Independent 
Study
20 credits

Advanced 
Research 
Design
20 credits

Dissertation
60 credits

MSc In 
Professional 
Development In 
Health & Social 
Care

Structured route (via ‘Top Up’) 

120 credits 
achieved with 
The School 
of Positive 
Psychology

Advanced 
Research 
Design
20 credits

Dissertation
60 credits

MSc 
Organisational 
Psychology, 
Leadership and 
Wellbeing
MSc 
Psychotherapy, 
Counselling and 
Mental Health 
Interventions
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