
Research Degrees suspension process 
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Suspensions(Exceptional) 
Process 

Student sends 
RDC-Susp (latest version) 

and Events log and 
appropriate evidence 

 
Student - 

meets with 
Faculty and finalises 

application and aditional 
evidence where appropriate 

noting confidentiality - 
agrees final 
application 

Step 1 

Research 
Degrees Team check 

against the 
regulations  

It will be returned to 
the student to amend/ 
resubmit - if missing 
evidence or unclear - 

with reasons 

No

RDT will prepare to 
be reviewed in the 
system by Chair of 

sub-committee / RDT and 
relevant members of 
RDC- including an 
relevant evidence 

If approved 
the student 

will be 
confirmed 

the outcome 
via email inc 
PGRT/DoS 

RDT will add to 
the agenda of the 

next 
sub-committee if 
confirmed and 

actioned 

Yes

Yes

If rejected 
the student 

will be 
confirmed via 

email inc 
PGRT/DoS 

No 

Exceptional request - this is where a candidate makes a request and meets 
any of the following criteria:

I. is applying for a suspension retrospectively, which can be up to a 
maximum of one previous academic year 

II. has gone above the 24 months maximum allowed for suspensions during 
their studies 

III.are applying for more than one request for a period of suspension 
from registration in any academic year 

IV.the student is due to reach their Maximum Period of Registration 

V. where there are significant concerns of engagement or progression

VI. where the Director of Studies, Postgraduate Research Tutor or Research 
Degrees Team have concerns for the student to continue including where 
it may be felt that the student should be supported and / or signposted for 
additional support e.g. Student Services including Mental Health support

Please note that any applications after week 4 of each semester/fee paying 
period will be considered an exceptional application and will require 

evidence. 

Step 2 

Applications to be considered 
on the first Monday of each 

month and an outcome to be 
confirmed by the last working 

day of each month 
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