THE SOCIAL
EFFECTS OF
DRONE WARFARE
ON THE F.A.T.A.
AND WIDER
PAKISTAN
Stephen Pine, January 2016
Submitted in partial fulfilment of the MA
degree in Development and Emergency
Practice, Oxford Brookes University

The Social Effects of Drone Warfare on the F.A.T.A. and Wider Pakistan

Abstract

The FATA (Federally Administered Tribal Areas) of Pakistan have a long history of conflict and
have been used as something of a proving ground for U.S. drones, operated jointly by the USAF
(United States Air Force) and the CIA. This dissertation aims to evaluate the social effects of drone
strikes and drone surveillance upon the civilian population of the FATA as well as other regions of
Pakistan.
Through statistical correlative analysis this dissertation finds that, far from achieving the aim of
eliminating militancy within the FATA, drone strikes have acted as a recruitment tool for the
Pakistani Taliban (TTP) and have harmed the local civilian population. FATA residents have been
caught in a deadly cycle of drone strikes followed by militant revenge-attacks which have often
been known to focus on ‘softer’ civilian targets.
Quantitative and qualitative analysis of the data within this dissertation reveals that even the
basic functioning of schools within the FATA has been affected, with both teachers and students
hesitant to attend for fear of attack. Drone strikes in the region have also led to financial insecurity
for families as they have lost their male ‘bread-winners’. This has been compounded by the
destruction of family property and assets.
Furthermore, local residents have been found to have developed mental health problems and, in
many cases, display clear symptoms of Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD). Inductive coding
of qualitative data also reveals that mental pressure and a constant awareness of drones loitering
overhead have forced FATA residents to alter both their social routines and their religious
practices.
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Chapter One – Introduction

The F.A.T.A. (Federally Administered Tribal Areas) of Pakistan

(Figure 1.0: Map of the Federally Administered Tribal Areas, source: mapsof.net, 2015.)

1.1 - Background - History of the FATA
The Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA) of Pakistan have been a geopolitical buffer zone
between Afghanistan and Pakistan since the days of the British Empire. The FATA holds a semiautonomous status, in contrast to the other regions of Pakistan and is administered under the
‘Frontier Crimes Regulation’ (FCR), first created by the British in 1901. The FCR was a British
attempt to impose order on the tribal areas but has often been regarded as a crude and harsh
piece of legislation, referred to by Pakistanis as a ‘black law’. Despite the imposition of the FCR,
the tribal areas proved to be a continual source of instability with the British frequently forced
into making armed interventions in order to maintain control. “Between 1849 and 1939 there
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were around 58 military campaigns sent to the Frontier tribal region by the British” (Shinwari,
2007, p.17).
Thus, the FATA’s history has always been that of a rugged, lawless frontier land and, to the present
day, it has remained so, partially at the behest of the Pakistani national government.

1.2 - Context: Conflict in the FATA in the 21st Century
Following the U.S. invasion of Afghanistan in 2001, large numbers of Taliban fighters moved
across the border and into the FATA, with the region quickly becoming a haven for al-Qaeda
fighters. The treatment of the FATA by the Pakistani government as a mere buffer zone has helped
the U.S. to conduct numerous drone strikes throughout the tribal areas with a minimum of
international scrutiny. Drone strikes in the FATA began in 2004 and reached a peak in 2010 with
128 strikes being authorised that year. After the peak year of 2010, drone strikes in the region
have steadily decreased until the present day with only 4 strikes being carried out in 2014. The
decrease has been partially due to the emergence of Al-Qaeda in other nations such as Yemen
but also due to outrage at the reported numbers of civilians being killed within the FATA. This has
included “very strong pushback from the Pakistani public and government who are opposed to
the drone strikes on the grounds that they violate Pakistan's national sovereignty” (Bergen and
Schneider, 2014). The CIA and the Obama administration finally took into account such opposition
as well as the dangers of regional retaliation or ‘blow-back’ against U.S. drone strikes.

The International Appeal of Military Drones
In recent years every modern military in the world has been seeking to develop and expand or
improve its use of drone technology. As Shaw and Akhter pointed out in 2012: “The drone
dominates strategic US military thought and practice” (Shaw and Akhter, 2012, p.1492). In 2010
Leon Panetta, the Director of the CIA, referred to drones as “the only game in town” (van Dongen,
2013). The appeal of drones to governments and militaries around the world is obvious. They are
a versatile and effective reconnaissance tool and weapons system which can be deployed without
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the risk of pilot casualties, whilst costing a fraction of the price of more conventional combat
aircraft.
Drones and International Controversy
Despite their obvious advantages, the military use of drones by Western nations continues to be
mired in controversy. This is largely due to the factors listed below:
• Drone rules of engagement (ROE), methods of target selection, including the use of ‘signature
strikes’ which have led to significant numbers of civilian casualties.
•The use of ‘double-tap’ drone strikes and the death of rescuers.
•The unique psychological effects of drones on civilians living in targeted areas.
One of the most controversial aspects of recent drone warfare has been the use of ‘signature
strikes.’ A signature strike is a drone strike conducted with a particular method of target selection.
The target is selected according to the computerised detection of a ‘pattern of life’ within a given
geographical area. This rather generic term can refer to a meeting of a number of people at a
particular given location or even the use of a specific mobile phone number. Critics of these strikes
emphasise that, in essence, drone operators authorise an attack without exactly knowing who
they are hitting. Several experts and academics such as Micah Zenco of the ‘Council on Foreign
Relations’ (Zenco,2013) have called on the U.S. government to limit the use of drones to
surveillance or to conducting what are known as ‘personality strikes’, where only specific and preidentified individuals may be targeted.

Double Tap Drone Strikes
A second major area of controversy concerns not target selection but a particular type of drone
strike known as a ‘double tap’. In a double tap drone strike the initial target is hit and then the
drone continues to loiter overhead, monitoring the target area until people come to the aid of
the injured and dying. At this point the drone fires a second missile, killing the rescuers.
Regardless of the status of the rescuers, be they radical militants or local civilians, many
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humanitarian organisations and academics have argued that this practice is illegal and may in fact
constitute a war crime.

1.3 - Dissertation Objectives and Introduction of the Main Research Question:
This dissertation aims to provide an assessment of the social effects of drone warfare upon
communities living within the FATA which have been targeted and subjected to surveillance by
military drones. Hence, the main research question for this dissertation is:
What have been the social effects of drone warfare upon the residents of the FATA and
neighbouring Pakistani regions?
In order to answer this question comprehensively, a number of areas have been identified for
detailed analysis, from regional security through to the provision of basic services.
1) Can drone operations be said to have improved the safety and stability of the FATA
and of neighbouring Pakistani regions?
a) What effect have drone strikes had upon levels of militancy in the FATA and
neighbouring Pakistani regions?

2) How has the provision of education in the FATA been affected by drone operations?

3) What has been the effect of drone operations upon the livelihoods of civilians living within
the FATA?
4) What effect have drone operations had upon the mental health of the FATA population?
5) How have drone strikes and drone surveillance affected the social and religious norms of
FATA communities?
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Chapter Two

Methodology

2.1 - The Current Potential and Need for Research on the Social Effects of Drone Warfare
At the present time, the proportion of this research which focuses specifically on the social effects
of drone warfare is distinctly limited. The two most comprehensive reports into the general
effects of drone warfare are ‘The Civilian Impact of Drones – Unexamined Costs, Unanswered
Questions’ by Columbia Law School and the Center for Civilians in Conflict and the Stanford/ NYU
report entitled ‘Living Under Drones,’ published in 2012. Both reports are wide-ranging and
detailed but each contains only a single chapter on the social impact of military drone
deployment. Although there have been other reports on more specific individual effects of drone
warfare such as Gill’s 2015 report on militant relocation within Pakistan, or Alkarama’s 2015
research connecting drone strikes with Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder, these studies have been
limited in scope due to their sharp focus and specialist nature. More specifically, whilst different
reports on drone warfare contain a substantial number of interviews conducted with drone strike
survivors, these have not undergone any kind of detailed qualitative analysis or coding.
Furthermore, in statistical terms, Gill’s research establishing a correlation between U.S. drone
strikes and terrorist attacks throughout Pakistan is unique. Regarding both quantitative and
qualitative research, this dissertation, amongst other aims, hopes to add a degree of fresh insight
into the still very much debated link between U.S. drone strikes and militant activity in Pakistan.
2.2 - Quantitative Data Selection
Drone Strike Statistics - ‘The Bureau of Investigative Journalism’
The statistics regarding the number and frequency of drone strikes provided by The Bureau of
Investigative Journalism (TBIJ) are well-known and widely respected. The institute’s credibility is
underlined by the UK Parliament, who have regularly made use of TBIJ statistics in official reports.
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The Bureau of Investigative Journalism is widely known to supply the most accurate and
comprehensive set of data with regard to Western drone strikes and, for this reason, their data
has been selected for use in this dissertation.
2.3 - Statistics on Militancy within the FATA
‘The Pakistan Institute for Peace Studies’ (PIPS)
The PIPS is a national research institution which conducts research in order to provide accurate
information to Pakistani parliamentarians. They regularly provide qualitative and statistical
information regarding both national security and peacebuilding. Their annual statistics on militant
attacks within the FATA were selected for correlative analysis for the purposes of this dissertation.
This is due to the fact that their data sets are reliably provided every year and are recognised as
accurate by the national government of Pakistan. This data set was analysed alongside the TBIJ
drone strike data using Pearson product-moment correlation (PPMC) tests. The results can be
seen in chapter four of this dissertation.
2.4 - Pearson Product-Moment Correlation (PPMC) tests
The Pearson product-moment correlation co-efficient is a numerical measure of the strength of
correlation between two variables on a scale between 1 and – 1, with 1 representing a perfect
correlation and -1 representing complete inverse correlation. Hence, a hypothetical Pearson coefficient of 0.84 would represent a correlation of 84% between two data sets.

2.5 - Educational Data on Schools in the FATA
The Bureau of Statistics, FATA
‘The Bureau of Statistics, FATA’ provides statistical data to the FATA Secretariat, established in
2006 to oversee national decision making regarding the FATA on a range of issues from finance
through to education, health and development. The Bureau of Statistics provides detailed
information on each of these sectors. The reason for selection is simply that, due to the remote
nature of the FATA, the Bureau of Statistics is the only centralised source of such data in Pakistan.
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The statistics provided by the Bureau of Statistics, FATA, are used in chapter five of this
dissertation, specifically with reference to the number of functional primary and middle schools
within the FATA.
Once again, these statistics were analysed in conjunction with the TBIJ drone strike data through
the use of PPMC tests.
Other Variables and Data Tested for Correlation
An important part of this dissertation’s statistical analysis was the testing of several individual
variables for noticeable (positive or negative) correlation with the TBIJ drone strike data. This
involved the process described below:
●

Careful selection of data sets which, if correlated with the TBIJ data, could prove to be socially

significant.
●

●

●

The formation of contingency tables, displaying the data sets for testing and comparison.
Correlative testing using PPMC tests.
Assessment of the potential importance of any correlations found: the correlations identified

were assessed in the light of other relevant academic research.
2.6 - Qualitative Data Selection
The qualitative data for this dissertation partially consists of 50 interview extracts with drone
strike survivors and witnesses contained within the following reports.
1) Amnesty International: ‘Will I Be Next?’
2) Open Society Foundations Report: ‘After the Dead Are Counted’
3) The Bureau of Investigative Journalism ‘Witnesses Speak Out’
4) Stanford Law School and NYU School of Law: ‘Living Under Drones’
5) Center for Civilians in Conflict / Columbia Law School: ‘The Civilian Impact of Drones’

As stated above, the many interview extracts contained within the reports are accompanied by
insightful observations and yet have not undergone detailed academic analysis, nor coding. As
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part of the qualitative data analysis for this dissertation, each and every interview extract in the
reports listed above (with the survivors / witnesses of drone strikes) has been both thematically
coded and analysed.

2.7 -The Process of Inductive Coding
The process of inductive coding is detailed below:
●

A detailed reading and analysis of each individual section of qualitative data (in this case, each

interview extract).
●

Initial coding - taking the form of a briefly written content summary of each interview extract.

●

Thematic coding - the initial coding was re-read and analysed in order to establish and record a

series of main themes arising from the qualitative data. The dominant themes which consistently
reoccurred from this analysis were selected for further research and form the structure and basis
of this dissertation. In order to maintain a high level of clarity, the content and themes of the
interview extracts have been summarised and presented graphically in a range of charts and
graphs.

2.8 -The South Asia Terrorism Portal
The South Asia Terrorism Portal keeps records of every reported terrorist attack within Pakistan
from 1989 until the present day. The SATP data includes both qualitative descriptions of each
attack as well as annual statistical data regarding the frequency of attacks. Additionally, the exact
location of each attack is recorded along with the number of casualties and injuries, providing an
overview of militant violence within individual regions of Pakistan. Each account of a militant
attack was analysed and the following details were recorded and highlighted:

1) The geographical location of each militant attack.
2) The identity of the victim(s) in terms of their religion, professional background and
social status.
3) The identity of any organisation targeted (if applicable).
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Once the identities of the victims were recorded, according to the criteria listed above, simple
statistical analysis was then performed in order to identify which social and religious groups were
most commonly targeted by militants. This was done in order to gain a more accurate and
comprehensive understanding of rising militancy within specific regions of Pakistan which have
been identified as relocation destinations for the Taliban (TTP) as they have fled attacks by U.S.
drones and the Pakistani Military.

2.9 - Research Limitations

The Nature of the Qualitative Data
The main limitation of the research contained within this dissertation is that, for reasons of basic
security, it is not possible for westerners to travel to the FATA of Pakistan and, therefore, data
could not be gathered in the field. For this reason, the qualitative data is secondary in nature
rather than primary. This is more of a limitation with regard to the qualitative data where
extensive first-hand interviews with FATA residents would have been of significant value.
This problem did not apply to the same degree in the case of the quantitative data analysis since
statistical sources of social information for the FATA can just as easily be accessed and analysed
from outside Pakistan as from within. Attempting to generate more accurate or up-to-date
statistical information than is currently provided by the FATA Secretariat or the national
government of Pakistan would simply not be realistic.
Interview Transcripts
It should be noted that a proportion of the qualitative data consists of fifty different interview
extracts with drone strike witnesses and survivors. While this is a significant quantity of qualitative
data, the transcripts of the interviews in their entirety are not publically available. The possible
result of this is that although the main topic of the interview may have been recorded in the
interview extract, the interviewee could also have gone on to speak about additional relevant
topics and these would only be present in the full transcript. For this reason, the pie charts within
this dissertation which display percentages pertaining to the qualitative data should be regarded
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as mainly illustrative in function, rather than being perceived as statistically exact representations
of the interview data.

The South Asia Terrorism Portal (SATP)
It is also important to state that the SATP only records incidents of militancy which were
acknowledged by the Pakistani press. Therefore, it goes without saying that the true number of
militant attacks throughout Pakistan is almost certainly significantly higher than the SATP figures.

The Potential for Personal Bias
I also acknowledge that my own interest in the subject of drone warfare arose from the excellent
work of Jeremy Scahill, a prominent critic of U.S. military drone policy. This, in addition to my own
perspective as a humanitarian, may well have led to some degree of bias against drone warfare.
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Chapter Three
Literature Review

There are many ways to categorise the body of writing regarding the social impacts of drone
warfare but before a detailed thematic analysis is conducted, it should be noted that the relevant
themes can broadly be separated into two main groups. Firstly, the areas in which there appears
to be broad academic consensus and, secondly, those where there is significant ongoing debate
and disagreement. The greatest academic debate focuses on the general ethics of drone warfare
and the controversial methods of targeting used such as ‘signature strikes’ and, additionally, the
recent use of ‘double tap’ drone strikes. The social effects of drone warfare attract far less debate.
For the most part, advocates of the tactical use of drones in modern warfare seem less interested
in, and more reluctant to address, the longer term question of social impacts.

3.1 - The Heart of the Academic Debate on Military UAVs – Stabilising Regional Influence or a
Recruitment Tool for Militants?
One of the most important areas where academic debate has been fierce concerns the basic
effectiveness of military UAVs or drones. Do they successfully achieve their purpose of eliminating
militancy and hence enhance the stability of a region, or do they have a damaging effect on the
security of areas where they are deployed?
Stability and security are the fundamental bedrock of almost all social norms. Without basic
security, local economic markets decline and then fail, regional unemployment levels rise and, in
general, communities simply cease to function normally. Any analysis of the social impacts of
drone warfare must assess the effects of drone strikes upon both the long and short-term security
of targeted regions.
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Advocates of drone strikes have pointed to their effectiveness in degrading the ability of militant
groups to plan and execute attacks. This is an argument repeated by Patrick B. Johnston, a
counter-terrorism researcher for the RAND Corporation, a U.S. military think-tank. “Targeted
killings - including those by drones- can make important contributions to degrading nationally
based insurgent and terrorist groups in their home countries and stronghold areas” (Johnston,
2015, p.125). Johnston goes on to detail the killings of multiple militant leaders specifically
enabled and carried out by the use of military drones. He also underlines the fear and uncertainty
which drones have instilled in militant organisations, preventing them from even being able to
congregate in the open in any significant numbers.
Naturally, the number of innocent civilians killed by drone strikes is intrinsically linked to their
social impact. Brian Glyn Williams, whose position on the use of drones has become progressively
more sympathetic over time, quotes statistics released by the Jamestown Foundation. “The vast
majority of those who are killed in drone strikes (of every type) are militants and only 5% of those
killed were civilians” (Williams, 2013, p.81). However, it should be duly noted that the Jamestown
Foundation itself has been repeatedly criticised within the U.S. for demonstrating a right-leaning
and conservative bias, and has strongly opposed reports by human rights organisations such as
Amnesty International which have often been highly critical of drone operations.

The Question of Militant Recruitment

While there has been disagreement over specific numbers, it is no longer debated that the use of
armed drones has led to the deaths of hundreds of innocent civilians and that these deaths have
naturally had profound social consequences. One of the most important of these social impacts
has been the way in which drone attacks have not only created and strengthened regional antiAmericanism, but have additionally swelled the ranks of militant organisations, simply due to local
civilians’ desire for revenge. This social phenomenon has been recently named ‘accidental
guerrilla’ syndrome. This effect is outlined and explained by Hudson, Owen and Flannes: “For
every high-profile, purposeful (revenge) attack… many more low-profile militant attacks take
place. These types of attacks can be explained by what military strategist David Kilcullen calls the
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‘accidental-guerrilla’ phenomenon. By using drone warfare as the only policy tool in the FATA,
without any local political engagement, the United States is almost certainly creating accidental
guerrillas” (Hudson, Owens and Flannes, 2011 p.126). This view is also supported by Michael J.
Boyle who plainly states the fact that “The membership of the TTP (Pakistani Taliban), for
example, has increased to approximately 35,000 through both existing groups pledging their
allegiance to its leadership and the infusion of new recruits, some (but not all) of whom were
motivated by revulsion over drone strikes” (Boyle, 2013, p.19).

Drone strikes Connected to Militant Revenge Attacks
A statistical correlation between drone strikes and subsequent militant attacks is suggested by
the research of Johnson and Sarbahi who combine the drone strike data of the New America
Foundation with incident-level data on terrorist activity within the FATA between the years of
2007 and 2011. Johnson and Sarbahi use data compiled by the N.C.T.C. (National CounterTerrorism Center) of the United States. Despite an observable time-lag or delay, the connection
between the peaks and troughs of both variables is clear (See figure 3.0 below).

(Figure 3.0)
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However, Johnson and Sarbahi crucially reverse the causational relationship between drone
strikes and militant attacks in FATA, suggesting that rises in the frequency of drone strikes
occurred only as a reactive response to increased terrorism and militancy in the region.
Johnson and Sarbahi’s conclusion is clearly at odds with recent and similar research conducted by
Dr. Paul Gill. Gill’s research has been conducted as part of the ‘Remote Control Project’,
established by the Oxford Research Group.

Presented within the 2015 report: ‘The Impact of Drone Attacks on Terrorism - The Case of
Pakistan’, Gill’s statistical research also aims to confirm, assess or eliminate any correlation
between U.S. drones strikes and terrorist attacks. Gill examines terrorist activity throughout the
entirety of Pakistan, rather than simply within the provinces of the FATA. Specifically, Gill
examines militant activity in all regions of Pakistan during periods following U.S. drone strikes down to a monthly, weekly and even daily level between 2004 and 2013.

Gill’s findings show a positive correlation between drone strikes and terrorist attacks within wider
Pakistan at a monthly level (rather than at a daily or weekly level). The logic being that a terrorist
response will not occur within a day or week since any militant group requires a period of time to
regroup, recover and consolidate in the aftermath of a drone strike. Gill additionally underlines
the fact that the selected targets of terrorist attacks will most likely be altered following a drone
strike:

“When they (militants) do re-emerge, they target softer targets that do not necessitate the lengthy
planning that a high-value target may warrant. The cumulative effect of these drone strikes on
civilian casualties has therefore been far greater in terms of their indirect victims (e.g. those who
died in the terrorist reprisals) than the victims directly killed in the drone strikes themselves” (Gill,
2015, p.12).

Gill summarizes his findings, stating that “The more drone attacks in a given month, the higher
the number of terrorist attacks and fatalities attributed to terrorist attacks (Gill, 2015, p.9).
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It is easy to see that Gill’s findings pertaining to wider Pakistan are, in terms of causation, the
‘mirror image’ opposite of those of Johnson and Sarbahi. It could be argued that comparing the
two studies is a case of comparing ‘apples and oranges’, since Johnson and Sarbahi’s data is purely
restricted to the FATA but this criticism would not be entirely appropriate since the FATA is, after
all, still a part of Pakistan, despite its semi-autonomous status.

3.2 - Militant Relocation – The Social Impact of Nationally Dispersed Militancy

Another social effect of Western drone strikes and one which is not significantly disputed is that
of militant relocation. This phenomenon has been a central criticism of drone warfare to date:
that while strikes have damaged and degraded the operational capacities of militant networks
like the TTP, they have far from destroyed them and, furthermore, drone strikes have had the
additional long term effect of driving militants to seek new bases in the safety of local urban
centres or in neighbouring regions where there is no threat of drone attack. “Drone attacks coerce
the militants to shift their operations to new locales, where they feel safe or cannot be
distinguished altogether. This may further aggravate the militant activities in the new locale”
(Uddin, 2014, p92).

Within wider Pakistan, one of the prime relocation destinations for militants, particularly the TTP
moving out of the FATA, has been the port city of Karachi. The arrival of such Sunni militants has
resulted in the city experiencing a dramatic surge in sectarian violence and killings. The capital
city of Sindh, Karachi, is the key economic hub of Pakistan. “Karachi is Pakistan’s largest city and
commercial capital. Home to more than 18 million people, the city sprawls across 3,530 square
kilometres and employs the largest population in the manufacturing, retail, and services sectors”
(Yusuf, 2012).
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Dr. Wali Aslam, the author of a report on terrorist relocation within Pakistan, acknowledges the
fact that while relocation cannot be attributed to U.S. drone strikes alone, due to the
simultaneous actions of the Pakistani military, drone strikes have had a definite role in causing
militant relocation. “The number of violent attacks in Kurram went up directly in line with an
increase in the frequency of drone strikes in North Waziristan and the Pakistan army’s operations
in the country’s northwest” (Aslam, 2014, p.7).

Similarly, human rights activist and attorney Rafia Zakaria portrays the explosion in Karachi
violence as a secondary effect of U.S. drone attacks:

“There are several secondary factors that point to the wider impact of drone strikes. One of them
is the increasing prevalence of ethnic conflict in areas like the southern port city of Karachi …the
frequency of the bomb blasts has increased every year since 2009 with 2012 showing the highest
number of attacks” (Zakaria, 2015, p.202).

Aslam not only concurs with Zakaria’s view but also emphasises the unique nature of the Karachi
violence: “The level of aggression seen in the city, far exceeding the violence perpetrated
elsewhere in Pakistan, has not been witnessed before in its history” (Aslam, 2014, p.4). Aslam also
rejects the idea that Karachi’s recent explosion of ethnic violence has been purely due to
dispersed people groups moving south to flee from the Pakistani Army’s operations. To
strengthen this assertion, Aslam points to the previous influx of migrants following the Afghan
jihad in the 1980s and aptly observes that no similar or comparable surge of sectarian killing
followed.

“What then could account for the almost overnight increase in violence in Karachi from early 2010
onward? The answer can be found by examining two above-mentioned key factors: the frequency
of U.S. drone strikes in Pakistan’s tribal areas; and the Pakistani army’s operations in the
northwest of the country. As far the drone strikes are concerned, the recent upsurge in violence in
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Karachi correlates with the frequency of drone attacks by the Obama administration in 2010”
(Aslam, 2014, p.5).

The effects of militant relocation have stretched far beyond the limits of Karachi. Militant attacks
on religious minorities, in provinces such as Balochistan, have also been on the rise since the
height of the US drone campaign in the FATA in 2010. The annually increasing violence against
the Hazara minority in Balochistan has been well documented and is the subject of a Human
Rights Watch report entitled ‘We Are the Walking Dead.’ “Sunni extremist killings of Shia Hazara
escalated in 2010. That year, at least 80 Shia, most of them Hazara, were killed in Balochistan”
(Human Rights Watch, 2014, p.22).
In a pattern closely matching the violence in Karachi, ever greater numbers of Hazaras have been
targeted and killed since 2010, with the numbers of dead reaching the hundreds in Balochistan
by 2012.

3.3 - The Weakening of Governance

The effect of drone strikes on both local and national government is a key theme throughout
much of the literature on the use of drones. At a national level, there have been many who have
contended that the international deployment of military drones has eroded the sovereignty of
nation states and has therefore weakened the authority of governments.

“The growing perception that the Pakistani civilian government is unable to stop drone attacks is
particularly dangerous in a context where 87 per cent of all Pakistanis are dissatisfied with the
direction of the country and where the military, which has launched coups before, remains a
popular force” (Boyle 2013, P.15).

Even Williams acknowledges the negative effect drones have had upon national governance in
Pakistan: “The death of a few dozen Al Qaeda and Taliban leaders cannot compensate for the
destabilizing impact this assassination campaign has on this weak democracy” (Williams, 2010,
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p.880). Shaw and Akhter have also drawn attention to the potential dangers of a weakened
Pakistani government and a strange geopolitical situation whereby a supposed ‘ally’ such as the
USA “consistently breaches its (Pakistan’s) national sovereignty” (Shaw and Akhter, 2012, p.1496).

Drone Strikes and Local Government

Before the height of the drone campaign in 2009 /2010 the residents of the FATA were surveyed
by the Pakistani ‘Aryana Institute’ and found to be broadly supportive of drone strikes and their
apparent ability to curb militancy in their region. This has been predictably lauded by the U.S.
‘Jamestown Foundation: “In the spring of 2009, a poll was carried out in the FATA tribal area by
the Pakistani-based Aryana Institute for Regional Research and Advocacy that was to
demonstrate that in this area at least, there was widespread support for the drone attacks”
(Williams, 2010). One of the reasons for this period of support was the killing of local leaders or
‘Maliks’ by Taliban militants. However, as the U.S. drone campaign increased in intensity and
reached its peak in 2010, local attitudes were seen to have changed. Drone strikes hit local council
meetings (Jirgas) and local tribesmen began to fear even meeting outside. The abandonment of
local community meetings is an effect stressed by Uddin. “Signature strikes have badly affected
social institutions, for example the joint family system (Pakhtunwali) and the Jirga (local council)
system. In March 2011, a Jirga was targeted where more than 42 people were reported to have
been killed” (Uddin, 2014, p103).

3.4 - The Effects of Drone Strikes upon Livelihoods and Education

Loss of Family ‘Bread-Winners’
Both the Stanford/NYU report ‘Living Under Drones’ and the report compiled by ‘Civilians in
Conflict / Colombia Law School’ provide considerable detail on the impact of drone warfare upon
local livelihoods. In the patriarchal society of Pakistan, the loss of the male head of a household
has a particularly severe financial impact due to the fact that the family loses its primary source
of income or ‘bread-winner.’
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“Drone strikes that kill civilians also exact a substantial toll on livelihoods by incapacitating the
primary income earners of families. Because men are typically the primary income earners in their
families, strikes often deprive victims’ families of a key, and perhaps only, source of income”
(Stanford/NYU, 2012, p.78).

Drone Strikes and Education

The Stanford / NYU report elaborates on other social effects of male household members being
killed, namely the children of the family being taken out of school and being forced to work
without finishing their education. The 2012 ‘Civilians in Conflict’ / Colombia Law School report
further states that many children in the FATA simply stop attending school for fear of being killed
in a drone strike. “The threat or prevalence of drone strikes in Pakistan mean some parents are
unwilling to send their children to school out of fear. There have been several reports of drone
strikes that have damaged or destroyed local schools” (Civilians in Conflict / Colombia Law School,
2012, p.25).

Government schools in Pakistan and in the FATA have also been regular targets for militants,
particularly the TTP. A report by the GCPEA (Global Coalition to Protect Education from Attack)
draws attention to the fact that during the height of drone campaign in the FATA, the number of
militant attacks against schools soared. “The total number of reported militant attacks on schools
in 2009-2012 was at least 838 and could be as high as 919” (GCPA, 2014, p.169). The GPCA has
also theorised regarding the motivation of such attacks against schools: “The intention was to
target school buildings as symbols of government authority, because of their use as army bases
or because of the education imparted in them” (GCPA, 2014, p.169).
Furthermore, security specialists such as Omar Hamid, writing for the military journal ‘IHS Janes
Intelligence Weekly’ have expounded the theory that the TTP have increasingly selected ‘softer’
targets such as educational institutions, due to their being considerably weakened by successive
years of attacks carried out by both the Pakistan Military and U.S. drones. “IHS assesses that the
move towards softer targets is also an indicator of the TTP's growing desperation.” (Hamid, 2015).
19 | P a g e

The Social Effects of Drone Warfare on the F.A.T.A. and Wider Pakistan

3.5 - Drone Warfare – The Psychological Impact on Communities

Another well documented social effect of the use of weaponised drones is the psychological
impact which they have on the communities living within surveilled and targeted areas. One of
the great advantages of drones is that “They can loiter for extended periods over potential targets
with flight times more than three times greater than that of traditional surveillance aircraft
”(Cortright and Fairhurst, 2015, p.1). This ability to loiter for extended periods has been fully
exploited to provide, in some cases, almost 24-hour ‘coverage’ of a target-area. Several writers
have drawn attention to the negative psychological effects which constant surveillance and
sporadic drone strikes have produced. “The attenuation of recreational activities, shrinking of
economic activities plus the risk of being killed in drone attacks has certainly amplified stress and
depression among the locals of FATA” (Uddin, 2014, p.99).
Boyle further details the heightened state of fear and constant alertness to the possibility of drone
attack: “While drones terrify their intended targets, innocent villagers are equally terrified of being
in the wrong place at the wrong time when an attack occurs. Drones produce among the civilian
population a ‘wave of terror’ which has been described by some mental health professionals as
‘anticipatory anxiety’ ” (Boyle, 2013, p.21). The term ‘anticipatory anxiety’ seems overly formal
and has the ring of an unfortunate but common medical condition. However, the reality is
something elaborated upon by Asad Ismi of the ‘Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives Monitor.’
“They are afraid to congregate at someone’s house or even meet together on a street corner. They
are afraid to go to weddings or funerals, since both these group events have been targeted by
drones and many innocent people, including children, killed or crippled ” (Ismi, 2013). Ismi goes
on to underline the particularly damaging effect drones have had on teenagers and children.

It is hard to dispute the weight of both personal testimony and medical evidence regarding the
symptoms of PTSD (Post Traumatic Stress Disorder) in drone strike survivors. However, one line
of argument has been established in an attempt to lessen the significance of the psychological
impact of the use of drones. This is simply to claim that it may be just another form of necessary
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collateral damage in the pursuit of a just cause such as the prevention of future militant attacks
on civilians. While far from advocating this point of view, Boyle does outline it briefly. “Seen from
this vantage point, the psychological costs associated with drones would be considered more
acceptable if they were in the service of countering a greater ‘evil’ ” (Boyle, 2015, p.116). Others
such as Brunstetter and Jimenez-Barcardi have presented the legal argument that the principle
of proportionality (outlined in article 51 of the ‘Additional Protocol to the Geneva Conventions of
1977) is extremely hard to apply regarding the psychological effects of drone warfare. “While one
can count civilian causalities and the numbers of buildings or weapons destroyed, the
psychological impact of living under drones does not neatly fit into the standard legal definitions
or normative ideals” (Brunestetter and Jimenez-Barcardi, 2015, p.190).

3.6 - The Disruption of the Practice of Religion and Other Social Norms
Given the fact that the fear of drones strikes is said to have prevented the regular meeting of local
governing bodies such as ‘Jirgas’ within the FATA, it is not surprising that it is similarly recognised
that the use of drones has affected cultural and religious practices. This can be seen in the way
that people living in targeted areas are simply afraid to congregate at all, even within their own
homes. This is a subject detailed in the Stanford /NYU report ‘Living Under Drones’: “The fears
the interviewees described were not limited to ceremonial gatherings or other large group
activities. Many said that they were afraid even to congregate in groups or receive guests in their
home” (Stanford/NYU, 2012, p.96).

In relation to religious practices, local people in targeted regions fear attending funerals since
funerals have been previously hit by drone strikes. Even the basic funeral rituals themselves have
been affected specifically due to the nature of the remains of those killed in drone strikes. This is
purely because the bodies have often been burnt beyond recognition or blown to pieces by the
force of the explosions, sometimes leaving scientific dental analysis as the only real means of
recognition. “One father explained that key parts of his son’s burial process had to be skipped over
as a result of the severe damage to his body” (Stanford/NYU, 2012, p.95).
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Drone strikes on religious ceremonies such as funerals in the FATA point to another area of legal
and humanitarian concern which is inherently connected to the consequent disruption of social
norms. This area of academic and legal debate focuses on the different theoretical paradigms
within which drone operations are both planned and conducted. Jennifer Welsh provides an
overview of the difficulties of viewing targeted killings from within a military / war paradigm
(Welsh, 2011). From this perspective, confirmed or even suspected militants must be regarded as
enemy soldiers and therefore afforded the protections contained within the Geneva conventions.
Under article 48 of Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions, the ‘principle of distinction’
between civilians and combatants is key and must be observed in all military operations. There is
an obvious incompatibility between the principle of distinction and the U.S. rules of engagement
applied to drone strikes within the FATA whereby “All military-age males in a strike zone are
regarded as militants” (Ross, 2012). Welsh also briefly assesses the alternative ‘law enforcement
paradigm’ and accurately observes that U.S. drone strike ROE (Rules of Engagement) also violate
the basic principles of most criminal justice systems around the world. Welsh emphasises the fact
that, under U.S. drone ROE, military age males are only “counted as civilians where explicit
‘evidence proves them innocent’ – a lethal inversion of the fundamental legal principle of ‘innocent
until proven guilty’ ” (Ross, 2012). It can, therefore, be seen that such ROE simply cannot be
justified, neither through the ‘lens’ of the military paradigm, nor through a law enforcement
paradigm. This uncomfortable but unavoidable fact is indicative of the highly debatable legal basis
for drone strikes in the FATA and also of a ‘shoot first, ask questions later’ approach. The result
has been the loss of many civilian lives and also the widespread disruption of social norms. Local
civilians are never certain if their behaviour could be being remotely monitored or interpreted as
sufficiently suspicious to provoke a strike.

In summary, whilst there has been significant academic focus on most of the known social effects
of the military use of drones, the epicentre of the most rigorous debate continues to be around
the broader questions of legality and ethics in times of war. These are fundamental topics of
undeniable importance but the day to day grim realities of living under drones has been debated
less. Of the research which has been conducted with regard to daily life in targeted regions, the
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most prominent includes the Stanford/NYU report: ‘Living Under Drones’ accompanied by the
writings of academics such as Boyle, Uddin, Shaw and Akhter, Zacharia and Aslam. Such work has
also been augmented and strengthened by that of numerous international human rights
organisations such as Amnesty International and Human Rights Watch.

The social impacts of drone warfare in Pakistan are both far-reaching and well acknowledged.
They are seldom challenged because the relevant facts and data are often very difficult to dispute
or, alternatively, because academic advocates of drone deployment have little to gain by doing
so. There have been notable exceptions such as those at the ‘Jamestown Foundation’ including
Brian Glyn-Williams and, to a lesser extent, Patrick B. Johnston of the RAND Corporation.
However, their objections are relatively few and limited in scope. When assessing the overall view
of drone warfare and its social effects provided by the connected literature, it is hard not to reach
the conclusion that, for those living in areas targeted and surveilled by drones, almost every facet
of daily life and social interaction has been deeply and negatively affected.
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Chapter Four

The Effect of Drone Strikes on Security and Militancy in the FATA and Wider
Pakistan

4.1 - Military Operations within the FATA
Due to the troubled history of FATA as a semi- autonomous buffer zone between Afghanistan and
Pakistan, violence and unrest have been part of daily life in the region for many decades. At the
beginning of the twenty-first century the people of the FATA continue to find themselves caught
in a complex web of conflict. They attempt to live normal lives in the midst of a lethal power
struggle involving radical Islamic militants, the Pakistani military and the United States (via
drones).
From 2008 until the present day the Pakistani military have “conducted a number of complex and
heavy-handed operations in parts of FATA and northwest Pakistan” (Aslam, 2014, p.2).
These numerous offensives met with decidedly mixed results and are well known not only to have
caused alarming numbers of civilian casualties, but also to have created many thousands of
Internally Displaced People (IDPs).
4.2 - Evaluating the Impact of Drone Strikes on Militancy in FATA
When attempting to assess and examine the impact of U.S. drone strikes, one of the undeniable
difficulties is measuring their effects on regional stability and security in isolation from the
simultaneous impact of the previously mentioned large-scale attacks conducted by the Pakistani
military. It is obviously difficult to differentiate militant attacks which were motivated by a desire
to exact revenge on the Pakistani military from those fuelled by a need to retaliate, in some way,
against U.S. drone strikes. However, regardless of a precise knowledge of motives, a statistical
analysis of drone attack numbers and subsequent militant aggression is revealing.
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Quantitative Data Analysis and Findings
4.2.1 - Correlation Identified Between Terrorist Attacks in FATA and Drone Strikes
As part of the quantitative research for this dissertation, Pearson product – moment co-efficient
(PPMC) tests were performed to search for correlations between the numbers of drone attacks
and subsequent militant attacks within the FATA. A positive correlation was indeed identified
between the annual number of terrorist attacks within the FATA and the number of U.S. drone
strikes in corresponding years. This analysis was conducted using statistical data on terrorist
attacks from the Pakistan Institute for Peace Studies (PIPS) 2007- 2013 and information on drone
strikes from The Bureau of Investigative Journalism (TBIJ).

Year

Drone Strikes in FATA , Pakistan (TBIJ Data)

Terrorist Attacks in FATA, Pakistan
(PIPS Data)

2007

8

435

2008

37

385

2009

52

559

2010

128

720

2011

75

675

2012

50

388

2013

27

293

(Table 4.0, Sources: TBIJ and annual PIPS Reports, 2007 - 2013)
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Positive Pearson Correlation Results: Correlation 1:

Drone strikes

FATA Drone strikes

FATA Terrorist Attacks

(TBIJ Data 2007 -2013)

(PIPS Data 2007- 2013)

Pearson Correlation

. 822*

1

Sig. (2-tailed)

.023

N
FATA Terrorist Attacks Pearson Correlation

7

7

*

1

.822

Sig. (2-tailed)

.023

N
* Correlation is significant at the 0.05 level (2-tailed).

7

7

(Table 4.1)

It is also noteworthy that in 2007 drone strikes in FATA were still relatively few in number as the
U.S. drone campaign did not really reach a significant level until 2008. If the year 2007 is therefore
discounted from the correlative test, then the Pearson correlation is stronger still – at a level of
.875, as shown below:
FATA Drone strikes
(TBIJ Data 2008 -2103)
Drone strikes

Pearson
Correlation
Sig. (2-tailed)
N
FATA Terrorist Attacks
Pearson
Correlation
Sig. (2-tailed)
N
* Correlation is significant at the 0.05 level (2-tailed).

FATA Terrorist Attacks
(PIPS Data 2008 - 2013)

1

.875*

6

.022
6

.875*

1

.022
6

6

(Table 4.2)

4.2.2 - Findings in Context with Previous Academic Analysis
These correlations add weight to the earlier mentioned statistical work of Hudson, Owens and
Flannes (2011) who identified a correlation between terrorist attacks and drone strikes in the two
countries of Pakistan and Afghanistan within the shorter time frame of 2004 to 2009. They also
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support the findings of Gill’s 2015 report as part of the Remote Control Project in which he
presents a correlative connection between drone strikes and militant attacks throughout the
whole of Pakistan as shown below in figure 4.0.

Number of Drone Strikes and Terrorist attacks per Month

(Figure 4.0)

(Gill, 2015, p.8)

It should be noted that the findings of this dissertation differ significantly from those of Gill in that
they analyse militant attacks purely within the FATA region of Pakistan, rather than Pakistan as a
whole.

4.3 - The Problem of Militant Relocation: Do Drone Strikes Eliminate or Disperse Militancy and
What Have Been the Social Effects of Dispersion?

One of the most significant effects of the recent drone campaign within the FATA is the relocation
of militants seeking to flee targeted areas and move into different regions or to the relative safety
of Pakistan’s urban centres. The relocation of militants is a key variable when assessing the overall
effectiveness of drones in counter-terrorism. Militant relocation has two different dimensions in
Pakistan: militants relocating to different provinces within the FATA and militants relocating over
longer distances and across internal borders, into the different regions of Pakistan. The aim of
this chapter is to, through quantitative and qualitative analysis, examine the social impact of
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militant relocation which academics such as Aslam, Uddin and Zacharia have acknowledged and,
to different extents, attributed to U.S. drone strikes.

Militant Relocation Outside the FATA - The Effects on Wider Pakistan and Karachi

(Figure 4.1 – Map illustrating militant relocation from FATA to other regions of Pakistan) (Aslam, p.11, 2014)

In addition to militant relocation to other areas within the FATA, the effects of militant dispersion,
particularly that of the TTP, have been felt elsewhere in wider Pakistan. Two of the regions most
affected are the Southern provinces of Baluchistan and Sindh. The capital city of Sindh, Karachi,
is the primary economic hub of Pakistan. It is widely acknowledged that Karachi has become
another safe haven for the Pakistani Taliban since the height of the U.S. drone campaign in 2009
/ 2010. The impact of the arrival of the TTP into such an ethnically diverse city as Karachi has
been devastating with multiple bombings and shootings becoming an everyday occurrence. The
dramatic annual rises in targeted killings (see table 4.5 below) after 2010 are no coincidence and
cannot be dismissed simply by pointing to other normative variables such as refugees and
migrants entering the city, as has happened in previous years.

The SATP (South Asia Terrorism Portal) is an online academic resource-hub whose stated purpose
is “evaluating terrorist and violent movements which threaten the fabric of modern states in South
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Asia.” (SATP, 2015). The SATP have recorded every reported incident of sectarian violence in
Pakistan since 1989, with qualitative descriptions of every attack from 2010 to the present. This
dissertation analyses the quantitative and qualitative data of the SATP in order to gain a more
comprehensive understanding of the Karachi violence which has been linked to the influx of
militants fleeing from U.S. drone strikes. Figure 4.2 and figure 4.3 below illustrate analysis of SATP
data, detailing the social/religious groups of the victims of sectarian attacks in Karachi during 2013
and 2012, two of the most violent years in recent times.

Victims of Sectarian Attacks In Karachi 2013
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(Figure 4.2– Source: SATP: South Asia Terrorism Portal)

Victims of Sectarian Attacks In Karachi 2012
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(Figure 4.3 – Source: SATP: South Asia Terrorism Portal)
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Target Percentage Analysis - Target group as a Percentage of Total Attacks (SATP Data)

Targeted Group / Event

2013

Percentage of Total Attacks

Shiite Muslims

40 %

ASJW members

23%

Educational staff / students

7%

Known religious leaders

7%

Religious gatherings

7%

Medical staff

5%

Bohra Shiite Muslims

3%

Deoband School of Thought

3%

Tablighi Jama’at members

3%

Amhadi Community

2%

(Total Shia targeted )

(43%)

(Table 4.3 – Based on SATP Data)

Targeted Group / Event

2012

Percentage of Total Attacks (SATP
Data)

Shiite Muslims

40%

ASJW members

22%

Known religious leaders …

8%

Educational staff / students

6%

Deoband School of Thought

6%

Religious gatherings

4%

Legal Staff

2%

Hazara Shias

2%

Bohra Shiite Muslims

2%

Tablighi Jama’at members

1%

Other attacks

7%

(Total Shia targeted)

(44%)

(Table 4.4 – Based on SATP data)
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Karachi Police Crime Statistics
Year

Killings in Karachi Associated with Terrorism – CPLC
(Citizens Police Liaison Committee) Statistics

Percentage Increase of Killings
From Previous Year

2009

801

2010

1339

67 %

2011

1724

51%

2012

2032

18%

2013

2715

33%

2014

2909

7%

(Table 4.5. Source: CPLC statistics in OSAC reports, 2011 -2014)

4.4 - Profiles of Targeted Groups within Karachi

The ASJW (‘Ahle Sunnah Wal Jamaat’)

The ASWJ is a Sunni organisation with the specific goal of limiting and reducing Shiite influence and
power in Pakistan. Originally known as the banned group, the SSP (Sipah-e-Sahaba), or ‘Soldiers of
the Companions of the Prophet’, the ASJW was banned again by the Pakistani government in 2012.
It is unsurprising that a controversial group such as the ASJW has been targeted by a wide variety
of militants within Karachi. It is also noteworthy that Hakimullah Mehsud, the leader of the Taliban
(TTP) between 2009 and 2013, was known to have strong links with the ASWJ. This may shed some
light on the remarkable surge in anti-Shia violence experienced in Karachi during that time period.
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Shiite Muslims

The great Sunni / Shiite divide within the Islamic world is well known. Within Pakistan, Shias are
firmly in the minority, however the exact number of Pakistani Shias is unknown. Human Rights
Watch stated in 2014 that twenty percent of all Pakistani Muslims are Shias. All Shias are considered
to be heretics by the Sunni Pakistani Taliban (TTP) and hence have been relentlessly and
aggressively targeted. Human Rights Watch in their 2014 report states: “In recent years, Pakistan’s
Shia community, which constitutes some 20 percent of the country’s overwhelmingly Muslim
population, has been the target of an alarming and unprecedented escalation in sectarian violence.”
(Human Rights Watch, 2014, P.1)

The Hazara Shias

The Hazaras are an ethnic minority within Pakistan and have experienced significant
persecution at the hands of Sunni groups over the last decade. Much of the Violence against
them has occurred in the province of Baluchistan, however Hazaras are also known to have
been targeted and killed in Karachi.

The Bohra Shias

The Bohra Shias are another sub-sect within the Shia tradition with a separate conception
of the line of succession of Imams, among other theological differences with regard to the
interpretation of the Koran.

Sunni Followers of the ‘Deoband School of Thought’

“The Deobandi movement is aligned with Wahhabism and advances an equally harsh,
puritanical interpretation of Islam” (Lewis, Geocurrents.info, 2010).

32 | P a g e

The Social Effects of Drone Warfare on the F.A.T.A. and Wider Pakistan
Members of the Tablighi Jama’at

The Tablighi Jama’at are a group of Deobandi inspired Muslims who “shun the harsh outside world,
and creates an atmosphere of spirituality, solidarity and purpose among themselves that proves
extremely compelling in an attempt to inspire weaker Muslims.” (Taylor, the Guardian, 2009)
Members also attempt to appeal to Muslims of all kinds, regardless of the Sunni/ Shia divide.

Ahmadi Muslims

The Ahmadi sect is “regarded by orthodox Muslims as heretical because it does not believe that
Mohammed was the final prophet sent to guide mankind.” (BBC, 2010).

4.5 - The Nature of Karachi’s Targeted Killings
It is important to note that the security situation in Karachi is tremendously complicated and no
ethnic group is innocent with regard to recent sectarian violence. Almost all of the ethnic groups
and political organisations have their own militants and have been engaged in sectarian violence
in some manner.
Targeting of Medical, Legal and Educational professionals
The sectarian violence in Karachi has included numerous and regular attacks on Shiite medical,
legal and educational staff, with the goal of religious intimidation. The accounts within the SATP
data also indicate, unsurprisingly, that a wide range of seminaries and madrassas have been
repeatedly targeted. It is almost certain that these institutions were targeted for their religious
ideologies rather than for their educational function. However, it is well known that the TTP have
often conducted attacks against government schools and have also used violence with the
deliberate aim of preventing the education of girls.
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Targeting of Religious Gatherings and Processions

Due to the religious motivation of many of the militant groups operating within Karachi, it comes
as no surprise that numerous attacks have occurred in or around mosques and shrines as well as
at processions connected with the many religious festivals of Karachi’s strikingly diverse
population. Religious leaders have been attacked in their places of worship as well as in their local
neighbourhoods. The processions attacked have included those connected to simple funeral
rituals as well as yearly pilgrimages and festivals.

The Reaction of the Karachi Police - an Impossible Task

The Karachi police have proved themselves to be woefully ill-equipped to deal with the number
of killings which have continued to increase since the initial surge in 2010. The attacks themselves
have usually taken the form of bombings or shootings using automatic weapons, often from
vehicles such as motorcycles. A significant number of the attacks detailed in the accounts of the
SATP show that the assailants were recorded simply as ‘unidentified militants’, an indication that
the violence has reached levels where it is no longer possible to determine who has been
attacking whom. Furthermore, the reach and power of this new wave of Karachi militancy has
been such that even the police themselves have found themselves the targets of pre-meditated
attacks.

(Figure 4.4: Jinnah airport, Karachi burning after an attack by armed TTP militants, June 8th, 2014, Associated
Press, 2014)
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4.6 - The Simultaneous Surge in Violence against Hazaras and Shias in the Region of Balochistan

(Figure 4.5: Map showing the geographical location of the province of Balochistan, source: geocurrents.info, 2011)

Balochistan is also acknowledged by Dr. Wali Aslam, of the Remote Control Project and the Oxford
Research Group, to be another of the Pakistani regions chosen as a relocation destination by the
TTP as they fled U.S. drone strikes and assaults by the Pakistani military within North Waziristan.
Figure 4.6 below illustrates further analysis of the SATP data regarding the number of Hazaras
and Shias killed in the region of Balochistan during the same period as the dramatic surge in
Karachi sectarian violence.
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Targeted Killings of Shiite Muslims and Hazaras
Within Balochistan : 2010 - 2014
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(Figure 4.6 – based on SATP data)

As shown above in figure 4.6, there are two peaks in the targeted killing of Hazaras and Shiite
Muslims in Balochistan. Further important features can be identified from these statistics. Firstly,
in comparison to the Karachi figures, it is striking to see the number of reported Hazara killings
exceeded the killings of other Shiite Muslims in the year 2012, given that the Hazaras are a definite
minority. It should be emphasised that the Hazaras of Balochistan are, without doubt, natural
targets for Sunni militants such as the TTP since they are not only Shiite Muslims by religion but
are also a distinct and individual ethnic group. Secondly, the following year in 2013, the number
of Shias killed (117) in Balochistan is remarkably high, even in comparison to the chaotic violence
happening simultaneously in Karachi.
Whilst a direct causational relationship cannot be proven between the recent arrival of TTP
militants in Balochistan and subsequent surges in targeted killings, it seems highly unlikely that
that a sudden rise in these two variables is merely coincidental. This seems particularly clear when
the Balochistan attacks are viewed alongside the simultaneous increase in targeted killings in
Karachi. Again, the key question is why did the TTP arrive in Balochistan? The answer, as
supported by academics such as Aslam, is that operations conducted by the Pakistani military and
the deployment of U.S. drones forced their influx.
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Qualitative Data Analysis and Findings

4.7 - The Effect of Drone Strikes on National and Regional Governments in Pakistan
It is acknowledged that the strength, authority and effectiveness of government, at both national
and local level, are key factors in peace-building. When assessing the impact of drone strikes upon
any nation or region, a fundamental question must be: have the strikes bolstered the authority
and functionality of government or have they been counter-productive?

Drone Strike Survivor and Witness Interviews – Qualitative Data Analysis
From the fifty interview extracts with Pakistani drone-strike survivors / witnesses which were
selected for qualitative analysis and coding in this dissertation, figure 4.7 below illustrates the
proportion of interviewees who chose freely to express their views on the themes of: the
weakening of local and national government, the erosion of trust within and between
communities and an overall increase in anti-American sentiment.

Impact of Drone Strikes on Governance, Anti-Americanism
and Relations with Other Communities
Weakening of
Government National and Local
6%

Increase in AntiAmerican Sentiment
6%

Erosion of Community
Trust
6%
Different Topics
82%

Increase in Anti-American Sentiment

Weakening of Gevernment (National and Local)

Erosion of Community Trust

Different Topics

(N= 50) (Figure 4.7)
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As shown above, six percent of the survivors’ and victims’ testimonies expanded upon ways in
which drone strikes have weakened government either at the local or the national level. Drone
strikes caused many FATA inhabitants to stop meeting in groups of any kind, including necessary
meetings to discuss community problems and disputes. They simply feared that any type of
significant communal activity could induce a drone attack. This fear which hampers local
administration and government is common within areas under drone surveillance and it is not
without justification. On March 17th 2011 the entire Jirga (local council) of Datta Khel village in
Pakistan were killed by a drone strike.

“We were told in plain words that none of the elders that had attended survived. They were all
destroyed, all finished. We have lost an entire community of elders”
Interviewee number 13: Khalil Khan, whose father was killed in the March 17th ‘Jirga’ drone Strike, Datta Khel
village, Pakistan

4.8 -The Erosion of Trust Within and Between Communities in Targeted Areas
Six percent of the interview extracts analysed refer to a deterioration of communal trust and an
increase in the suspicion of outsiders from other neighbouring communities. This takes the form
of feelings of paranoia regarding drone missile guidance chips being ‘planted’ on villagers by
outsiders or being used as a method whereby local people can exact revenge on one another.
Other villagers commented that they suspected foreign intelligence agencies to have infiltrated
their communities in order to secretly gather information for further drone attacks.

“People start to think that other tribes are throwing the chips. There is so much confusion and mistrust
created within the tribal communities.”
Interviewee number 39: Farah Kamal (anonymised name).
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4.9 - The Increase of Anti-American Sentiment
As shown in figure 4.7 above, a further six percent of the interviewees communicated either their
own anger against the USA or expressed concern at the rising anti-American and anti-Western
sentiment which they observed within their communities. The interviewees claimed that this
could be seen in the increasing numbers of young people who were echoing the sentiments of
the Taliban and even expressing their desire to take up arms and join the Taliban.

“We were all very distressed by this incident. Some young people announced loudly that ‘We will
continue Jihad against America until we finish the USA or embrace Shahadat [the word for
martyrdom].”
Interviewee number 10: Zahidullah, witness to drone strike, Degan Village, Waziristan, Pakistan, Dec. 17, 2009.

Chapter Conclusion

The Pearson correlation tests conducted as part of the quantitative analysis of this dissertation
seem to add weight to the theory that U.S. drone strikes actually served to increase subsequent
militant attacks in the FATA and wider Pakistan. While drone strikes may be effective in the short
term with regard to eliminating militants and disrupting their command structures, in the longer
term militants simply relocate to other regions such as Balochistan or urban safe-havens such as
Karachi. In both cases, targeted killings and incidents of sectarian violence have escalated
dramatically following the arrival of the TTP. Any short-term military benefit of drone warfare, to
date, has been offset by the longer term damage done to the reputation of the nations in
question, namely the United States and her allies. Many of the interview extracts from the
survivors and witnesses of drone strikes coded for this dissertation suggest that, far from
eradicating militancy, the strikes have acted as a local recruitment tool for terrorist organisations
such as the TTP in Pakistan. Overall, drones have not improved the long term security of the
regions in which they operate. They have damaged both social cohesion and trust within local
communities and, additionally, have weakened governance.
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Chapter Five

The Effects of Drone Warfare on Education and Livelihoods
5.1 - The Effect of Drones Strikes on Education
Schools in the FATA of Pakistan have been repeatedly targeted by all sides over the last decade.
On the one hand, they have been hit by U.S. drone strikes, as detailed in the 2012 ‘Civilians in
Conflict / Colombia Law School report.’ On the other hand, they have also come under attack by
Islamic militants such as the TTP, who regard most schools within the FATA as symbols of the
Pakistani government with whom they are locked in conflict. The latter fact is supported by the
GCPA (Global Coalition to Protect Education from Attack) report of 2014. The hostility of the TTP
to local schools within the FATA is strengthened by the fact that they have been repeatedly and
forcibly commandeered as barracks for the Pakistani army. As earlier mentioned in the literature
review of this dissertation, other security analysts like Omar Hamid, the head of ‘Asia Pacific
Country Risk’ at IHS, have come to the conclusion that Pakistani militant organisations regularly
opt to attack ‘softer’ targets such as schools following drone strikes due to being operationally
weakened. Such attacks against schools are known to happen not only within the FATA but also
in other regions of Pakistan.

Quantitative Data Analysis

5.1.1 - Correlation 2: Positive Correlation Identified Between the Number of Drone Strikes and
Militant Attacks Targeting Schools Throughout Wider Pakistan.
In order to confirm or to challenge the above mentioned connection between drone strikes and
the subsequent selection of ‘softer’ targets by militant organisations such as the TTP, drone strike
data from the Bureau of Investigative Journalism (TBIJ) was analysed in conjunction with data
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from the Pakistan Institute for Peace Studies (PIPS) regarding the number of schools attacked
throughout Pakistan. Pearson product – moment co-efficient tests revealed a positive correlation
between the data sets, as shown in tables 5.0 and 5.1 below.
Year

Number of Drone Strikes (TBIJ

Militant Attacks against Pakistani Schools

Data)

(PIPS / U.N. Data)

2008

37

127

2009

52

140

2010

128

163

2011

75

152

2012

50

118

2013

27

78

(Table 5.0. Sources: TBIJ and annual PIPS reports: 2008 - 2013)

Correlation Results
Militant Attacks
Against Pakistani
Drone strikes

Schools

Drone strikes
Pearson Correlation

1

Sig. (2-tailed)
N
School Attacks

.804
.054

7

6

Pearson Correlation

.804

1

Sig. (2-tailed)

.054

N

6

6

*. Correlation is significant at the 0.05 level (2-tailed) (Table 5.1)

5.1.2 - Correlations 3 and 4: Inverse Correlations Identified Between Drone Strikes and
Number of Functioning Primary and Middle Schools within the FATA
A logical second step was to seek to investigate any similar correlative connection between drone
strikes and the number of functioning schools within the FATA.
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In order to achieve this, educational data from the Pakistani ‘Bureau of Statistics – FATA’ and data
on U.S. drone strikes from the ‘Bureau of Investigative Journalism’ (TBIJ) were therefore
compared and inverse Pearson correlations identified between the number of U.S. drone strikes
and the number of functional primary and middle schools within the FATA (See tables 5.2 - 5.4
below).

Year

Drone Strikes

Number of Functional Primary

Number of Functional Middle

(TBIJ Data)

Schools in the FATA (Bureau of

Schools in the FATA (Bureau of

Statistics, FATA Data)

Statistics, FATA Data)

2007

5

4664

444

2008

37

4187

403

2009

52

3919

356

2010

128

3588

336

2011

75

3737

357

2012

50

3697

391

(Table 5.2, sources: TBIJ and The Bureau of Statistics - FATA, 2013, pp.75-76)

Inverse Correlation Results - Drone Strikes / Functioning Primary Schools

Functioning FATA Primary
Drone strikes

Schools

-.838*

Drone strikes
Pearson Correlation

1

.037

6

6

Sig. (2-tailed)
N
Primary Schools
Pearson Correlation
Sig. (2-tailed)
N
*. Correlation is significant at the 0.05 level (2-tailed).
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Inverse Correlation Results - Drone Strikes / Middle Schools in the FATA

Functioning FATA
Drone strikes

Middle Schools

Drone strikes
Pearson Correlation

1

-.894*
.016

Sig. (2-tailed)
N

6

6

Middle Schools
Pearson Correlation

-.894*

Sig. (2-tailed)

.016

1

6

6

N
*. Correlation is significant at the 0.05 level (2-tailed).

(Table 5.4)

5.2 - Correlation Findings in Context
Other Comparable Correlations Sought and Not Found
Similar correlative tests were performed with different data sets such as the number of
functioning hospitals within the FATA (also available from the ‘Bureau of Statistics - FATA’) yet,
no comparable correlative results were found. This may be due to the fact that even radical
Islamic groups such as the TTP have little objection to the basic provision of healthcare, whereas
such groups are well known to see modern educational institutions as a clear threat to their
ideologies.

FATA Enrolment Numbers Unaffected
Despite the number of functioning schools decreasing during the height of the U.S. drone
campaign in the FATA, it is noteworthy that school enrolment numbers were not affected and
actually rose from around 36,000 in the academic year 2004 -2005 to approximately 40,000 in
2009 -2010. This seems to indicate that the desire for education in the FATA has remained strong,
despite the problems of conflict and militancy.
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Qualitative Data Analysis
5.3 - Drone Strike Survivor and Victim Interviews

The effect of drone strikes upon education was a clearly identifiable theme within the testimonies
of drone strike survivors and witnesses. Fourteen percent of those interviewed spoke about the
topic, emphasising the various effects of drone warfare on education.

Drone Strike Impact on Education of Interviewees
Education
14%

Different Topics
86%
Education

Different Topics

(N=50) (Figure 5.0)

Children in Schools Unable to Focus
Of the witnesses and survivors who chose to speak about the subject of education, several
described the way in which children were unable to focus sufficiently to study in school. Children
were so affected by previous drone strikes that they were simply too emotionally distressed and
worried about the survival of their family members to be able to concentrate in class.
Children Forced into Work
One of the indirect results of drone strikes in Pakistani families has been the need for children to
abandon their education and engage in work in order to support their families following the loss
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of older male household members. This is also a known effect in the case of relatives being injured
in drone strikes as families struggle to pay for medical care.
Parents Preventing Children from Attending School
Parents from the FATA stated that they prevented their children from attending school due to
fear that schools might be targeted in further drone attacks. It was an additional problem that
teachers were also reluctant to teach in schools for precisely the same reason.

Our minds have been diverted from studying, we cannot learn things because we are always in fear of
the drones hovering over us and it really scares the small kids who go to school.
Interviewee 12 : fourteen year- old, Faheem Quereshi from North Waziristan, FATA, Pakistan

5.4 - The Effects of Drone Strikes on Local Livelihoods

Drone Strike Impact on Interviewee Livelihoods
Livelihoods - Death of
family 'breadwinner'
12%

Other Negative Impacts
on Livelihoods
6%

Different Topics
82%

Different Topics

Livelihoods - Death of family 'breadwinner'

Other Negative Impacts on Livelihoods

(N=50) (Figure 5.1)

Eighteen percent of interviewees described the ways in which drone strikes had negatively
affected their livelihood or the livelihoods of those within their communities.
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Death of a Family Breadwinner
Of the livelihood problems detailed by drone strike witnesses and survivors, by far the most
serious and most often described was death or injury to a vital family ‘bread-winner.’ This
problem alone was raised in seventeen percent of the total interview extracts. Pakistan has an
extremely traditional family structure where the loss of a male household member almost always
has devastating financial implications.

“He was our sole bread earner. We are six brothers in all and he was the oldest. He was responsible for
our education and other expenses. We were totally dependent on him… we have no other source of
income.”
Interviewee 8: Abdul Khan, whose brother was killed in South Waziristan, FATA, Pakistan, June 23, 2009.

Loss of Assets, Family Homes
Other interviewees described their financial situation as insecure and precarious due to the loss
of their greatest asset in the form of their family homes with some families having to resort to
temporary rented accommodation.

“There is a big difference between having your own home and living on rent or mortgage. I belong to a
poor family and my home has been destroyed. I’m just hoping that I somehow recover financially.”
Interviewee 23: Adil Hashmi (anonymised name) interviewed in North Waziristan, Pakistan2012.
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Chapter Conclusion

The correlations identified and detailed in this chapter suggest that drone strikes have had a
negative effect on the numbers of functioning schools within the FATA. Local inhabitants have
also repeatedly stated that school buildings themselves have been targeted by drone strikes.
Furthermore, schools have been regularly targeted by the Taliban and this may well be due to the
fact that the TTP, weakened after an extended campaign of drone strikes, view schools as ‘softer’
targets and symbols of the government. This idea is supported by security analysts such as Hamid
and academics such as Gill and the ‘Remote Control Project.’
In addition, the analysis of the qualitative data, in the form of interview extracts with drone strike
survivors, shows that drone operations in the FATA have prevented children from attending
school due to fear of attack. The deaths of household bread-winners have also led to children and
teenagers being forced to abandon their studies completely in order to attempt to compensate
for a lack of family earnings.

47 | P a g e

The Social Effects of Drone Warfare on the F.A.T.A. and Wider Pakistan

Chapter Six

The Effects of Drone Strikes on Mental Health in the FATA

The psychological effects of drone warfare on the civilians who live in targeted and surveilled
areas is well known and widely acknowledged by academics such as Michael J. Boyle and Ifran
Uddin as well as the contributors to the Stanford / NYU report, ‘Living Under Drones.’
Furthermore, the effects of drone operations on the mental health and well-being of civilians has
also been investigated by different human rights organisations such as Amnesty International and
Alkarama.

Qualitative Data Analysis
The theme of mental health was one of the most pervasive within the coded testimonies of drone
strike witnesses and survivors as shown in figure 6.0 below:

The Percentage of Interviews Referring to the Topic of
Mental Health
General Mental
Health Problems
(Since Drone Strikes)
22%
Different Topics
50%

PTSD Simptoms
28%

Different Topics

(N=50) (Figure 6.0)
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Figure 6.0 illustrates that the negative mental health effects of drone warfare was a topic
elaborated upon by half of the testimonies of drone-strike survivors which were selected for
analysis in this dissertation. From the interview extracts coded, mental health was one of the
most commonly occurring topics.
Based on the accounts mentioned above, the following section of this chapter details the main
psychological impacts of drone deployment within the FATA.
For the sake of clarity, the psychological effects are separated into two groups:
1) General mental health problems associated with life in an area being surveilled and
continually targeted by drones.
2) Mental health problems symptomatic of Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD).
It should be noted that while some symptoms of PTSD are clearly identifiable, others are more
subjective in nature and hence it is possible for areas of overlap to exist between the two
categories.

6.1 - Negative Effects of Drone Operations on General Mental Health

Constant Feelings of Fear and Psychological Pressure
As shown above, from the interview extracts selected for coding, the predominant general mental
health problem reported were feelings of constant fear and unrelenting psychological pressure
due to drone activity. This can be seen in the way in which interviewees described their inability
to forget the presence of drones overhead or the possibility of an impending strike at any
moment. In the short-term, this is merely frightening and inconvenient but in the medium to long
term can lead to considerably more serious mental health problems.
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No matter what we are doing, that fear is always inculcated in us. Because whether we are driving a
car, or we are working on a farm, or we are sitting home playing cards – no matter what we are doing
we are always thinking the drone will strike us. So we are scared to do anything, no matter what.
Interviewee number 18: Haroon Quddoos, a local taxi driver from Data Khel, North Waziristan

Community Members Described as “Mentally Disturbed” Following the Loss of a Friend or
Family Member
Other accounts attested to local civilians having lost their mental balance, unable to control or to
process their feelings of grief and exhibiting symptoms of mental disturbance which other
community members felt utterly powerless to alleviate.

“He (referring to Mamana Bibi’s husband – Wreshman Jan) has become mentally disturbed and cries
about his dear wife.
Interviewee number 3: Rafeequl Rehman, Son of Mamana Bibi, killed by a drone strike in North Waziristan, October
24th 2012

Dependency on Medication to Ease Mental Tension and Enable Sleep
Other interviewees described their dependency on medication, tranquilizers in particular, in
order to generally ease the stress and tension they feel from the drones during daylight hours
and also to facilitate sleep during the night. “I have mental tension and anxiety during the night
time because of the drone attack. I keep tablets under my bed in order to get sleep at night”
(Amnesty International, 2013, p.31).
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6.2 - Symptoms of Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder
Table 6.0 below provides a list of the symptoms of Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder. This list is
provided by PTSD UK which is the only UK charity to exclusively raise awareness about PTSD.
Increased Anxiety and Emotional Arousal












Hypervigilance (On constant ‘red alert’)
Intense physical reactions to reminders of the event (e.g. Pounding heart, nausea,
muscle tension, sweating)
Irritability or outbursts of anger
Irrational and intense fear
Reduced tolerance to noise (hyperacusis)
Difficulty concentrating
Being easily moved to tears
Panic attacks/anxiety/depression/mood swings
Difficulty falling or staying asleep
Anger or aggressive behaviour
Tense muscles

Avoidance and Numbing










Work-related or relationship problems
Inability to remember important aspect of the trauma
Loss of interest in activities and life in general
Sense of a limited future
Feeling numb and empty
Avoidance of people and places
Feeling isolated
Periods of withdrawal into to oneself

Re-experiencing the Traumatic Event




Flashbacks (Acting or feeling like the event is happening again)
Nightmares (either of the event or of other frightening things)
Feelings of intense distress when reminded of the trauma

Other Common Symptoms





Feeling suicidal
Self-harm and self-destructive tendencies
Feeling distrustful and suspicious/blaming others
Guilt, Shame, embarrassment or self-blame
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Misuse of alcohol/drugs/gambling and/or food
Physical aches and pains
Over-reactions to minor situations
Fear of being alone and fear of being in crowds

Symptoms of PTSD in Children and Adolescents









Fear of being separated from parent
Losing previously-acquired skills (such as toilet training)
Sleep problems and nightmares without recognizable content
Sombre compulsive play in which themes or aspects of the trauma are repeated
New phobias and anxieties that seem unrelated to the trauma (such as a fear of
monsters)
Acting out the trauma through play, stories, or drawings
Aches and pains with no apparent cause
Irritability and aggression

(Table 6.0)

(Figure 6.1: Iftikhar Psychiatric Hospital in Peshawar, where FATA residents have been forced to travel to due to the
complete lack of mental health services within the FATA. Source: Dawn.com, 2014)

6.2.1 - PTSD Symptoms Described by Drone Strike Survivors and Witnesses

Disturbed Sleep, Vivid Nightmares and Reaction to Loud Noises
Of the many interview extracts which described symptoms consistent with PTSD, over thirty
percent referred to disturbed sleeping patterns with several interviewees describing regular and
vivid nightmares and nightly screaming fits. Akhunzada Chitan, a Pakistani Parliamentarian with
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a home in Waziristan, observed that “People often complain that they wake up in the middle of
the night screaming because they are hallucinating about drones” (Stanford/NYU, 2012, p.84).

“After their death she is mentally upset…she is always screaming and shouting at night and demanding
me to take her to their graves.”
Interviewee number 48: the (anonymized) brother-in-law of a woman whose husband was killed in a drone strike in
the FATA in 2010.

Additionally, other interviewees attested to the fact that they were aware of being easily startled
and alarmed at minor audio / visual stimuli such as any loud sound or even at seeing a group of
cars parked together which might, to their minds, be a viable target for a drone strike.

Symptoms in Children and Teenagers

Within the coded interview responses, children were described as showing symptoms of PTSD
such as experiencing sudden outbursts of anger upon hearing the sound of a drone flying
overhead. Other symptoms of PTSD in children which were detailed included being abnormally
and repeatedly terrified at even the idea of being separated from a parent and, as mentioned in
the chapter on education and livelihoods, an inability to focus or concentrate in school.

At the time the drone struck, I had to take exams, but I couldn’t learn things, and it affected me
emotionally. I became very short-tempered and small things annoyed me. I got angry very quickly, small
things agitated me.
Interviewee number 12: fourteen year-old Faheem Quereshi, a survivor of a drone strike on a community meeting
in the village of Zeraki in North Waziristan, Pakistan, January 23, 2009.
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(Figure 6.2: Photo - Pakistani psychiatrist Mian Iftikhar Hussain talks to a woman who suffers from severe
depression in the Iftikhar Psychiatric Hospital in Peshawar. Source: Unipath-Magazine.com, 2016)

Chapter Conclusion

Drone operations have undoubtedly had a negative effect on the mental health of communities
within areas targeted and surveilled by drones in the FATA. This is illustrated by the sheer number
of testimonies which support this fact. In terms of the weight of qualitative data, the topic of
mental health was one of the most salient and clearly identifiable subjects within the coded data
sample. Whilst the elderly and the young can be seen to be among the most profoundly affected,
symptoms of degenerative mental health were observed in residents of all ages and from a
diverse range of backgrounds. The problem has been exacerbated by the complete lack of mental
health provision within the FATA, with residents being forced to travel to cities such as Peshawar
to receive appropriate treatment.
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Chapter Seven

The Disruption of Social and Religious Norms

The aim of this chapter is to examine the extent to which the use of military drones has disrupted
the cultural and religious norms of communities within the FATA. The fundamental differences
between the deployment of drones and the use of conventional combat aircraft are central to
this area of study. The coded and analysed qualitative data of this dissertation reveals the variety
of ways in which the continual presence of loitering drones changes normal rhythms of life and
religious observance.

Qualitative Data Analysis – Interview Extracts of Drone-Strike Survivors and Witnesses
Figure 7.0 below illustrates the proportion of interviewed drone-strike survivors and witnesses
who specifically elaborated on the impact of drones regarding their effect upon social norms and
the religious life of their communities.
Drone Strike Impact on Religious and Social Norms
Negative Impact on
the Practice of
Religion
16%

Different Topics
70%

Dispruption of Nonreligious Social
Norms /
Community Life
14%

Negative Impact on the Practice of Religion
Dispruption of Non-religious Social Norms / Community Life
Different Topics

(N = 50) (Figure 7.0)
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7.1 - The Disruption of Social Norms
From the fifty interview extracts with FATA residents, 14 percent described negative changes to
their social and communal life. Several referred to a simple fear of gathering outside for any type
of communal activity and said that the constant threat of drone strikes had changed almost every
aspect of their daily routines from socialising to traveling to work each morning.

If I am walking in the market, I have this fear that maybe the person walking next to me is going to be a
target of the drone. If I’m shopping, I’m really careful and scared…. so, wherever we are, we have this
fear of drones.
Interviewee number 36: Safdar Dawar, (President of the Tribal Union of Journalists, the main association of
journalists in the areas affected by US drones.)

Accounts of this type of behavioural change resulting from continual fear of attack should not be
viewed in isolation from the unprecedented changes in U.S. rules of engagement regarding the
use of lethal force via drones. “All military-age males in a strike zone are regarded as militants,
and will only be counted as civilians where explicit ‘evidence proves them innocent’ – a lethal
inversion of the fundamental legal principle of ‘innocent until proven guilty’” (Ross, 2012). Here,
Ross views the rules of engagement through the lens of the ‘criminal justice’ paradigm, although
it should be noted that even when they are regarded in the context of a wartime scenario, such
ROE arguably violate the ‘principle of distinction’ contained within article 48 of the Protocol
Additional to the Geneva Conventions, as earlier discussed in the literature review of this
dissertation. When considering such aggressive and controversial rules of engagement,
juxtaposed with a severe disruption of normative social routines, it is hard not to assume a
causational relationship.
Additionally, within the 14 percent of interviews which described the disruption of social norms,
accounts can even be found of whole families feeling unable to simply eat together when drones
could be heard loitering overhead. Other testimonies focused on the way in which FATA residents
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altered their patterns of social interaction due to drone operations, choosing to go directly home
each evening rather than commune outside with their neighbours. In this regard, drones can be
seen to have effectively enforced a de-facto curfew upon local communities within the FATA.
7.2 - The Disruption of Religious Practices
Treatment of the Remains of Those Killed in Drone Strikes
Sixteen percent of the interviewees whose testimonies were coded detailed the disruption of
religious practices within their communities. This included several descriptions of the way in
which basic Muslim burial rights were often not able to be performed due to the severe level of
damage to the bodies of the deceased. Some accounts stated that body recognition was either
extremely difficult or, in some cases, impossible.

“They held a funeral for everybody, in the same location, one by one. Their bodies were scattered into
tiny pieces. They… couldn’t be identified.”
Interviewee number 21: Masood Afwan, who lost several relatives in the ‘Jirga’ strike, March 17, 2011, Datta Khel,
North Waziristan, Pakistan.

Also contained within this section of the data, interviewees focused on the way in which human
remains were simply left unmoved and unrecovered for a period of time after a drone strike due
to fear of follow-up attacks or ‘double-tap’ drone strikes.

The Disruption of Religious Meetings and Rituals
Another impact of drone attacks upon religious expression, according to the data sample, was the
inhibitory effect on attending mosque services or simply gathering together to pray. This was due
to a fear that one person attending a meeting who was even suspected of being a member of the
Taliban, could potentially attract a drone strike.
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“When I go to mosque to pray; we have the fear of drone attack at the back of our mind. We get
especially scared in the mosque because more people are gathered there for praying, and the drone
planes don’t understand that the people in the mosque are locals and may not be associated with the
Taliban, so they might attack.”
FATA Interviewee number 7: Shakeeb, Resident of Darai Nishtar, FATA, Pakistan.

Other interviewees attested to the fact that members of FATA communities had, in some cases,
ceased to attend the funerals of friends and family members altogether due to the fact that
funeral ceremonies themselves had been the targets of drone strikes.

“There used to be funeral processions, lots of people used to participate but now, the US has even
targeted funerals, they have targeted mosques, they have targeted people sitting together, so people are
scared of everything.”
Interviewee number 33: Ibrahim Qasim (anonymised name), citizen of Manzar Khel, Pakistan

(Figure 7.1: The meeting of a FATA council meeting or ‘jirga’. Source: The Nation, 2015)
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Chapter Conclusion

In conclusion, analysis and coding of the qualitative data sample reveal that drone operations in
the FATA have disrupted the social norms of local communities in a number of different ways.
These include local people feeling simply unable to gather in public, whether it be to meet socially
or to engage in basic religious activities such as mosque services and village funerals. The
continual presence of drones overhead has even had the unintended effect of enforcing a curfew
on local civilians, with people returning quickly to their homes each evening. This is without taking
into account the unprecedented increase in religious persecution and religiously motivated
killings earlier mentioned in other areas of Pakistan such as Karachi, arguably caused by militant
relocation due to drones (see chapter 3). In summary, life for the residents of many FATA
communities can be seen to have become a one - dimensional exercise in survival, compared to
previous times.
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Chapter Eight
Dissertation Conclusion and Suggested Areas for Further Research
8.1 - Summary of Findings Regarding the Social Effects of Drone Warfare in the FATA,
Pakistan

The Effect of Drones on Regional Security and Levels of Militancy
Military drones are sold and presented as an almost perfect aerial weapons platform. Low in
cost, surgically precise and risk-free for the operator, they are often thought of as a truly
revolutionary weapon system for the twenty-first century. The truth, in regard to their proven
track record, is strikingly different.
When considering the deployment of drones over the FATA of Pakistan since 2004, U.S.
drones have failed to achieve their mission to eradicate militancy and have, in fact, had a
negative effect on regional security. This can be seen through the statistical findings of this
dissertation with regard to a correlative relationship between numbers of U.S. drone strikes
and subsequent militant attacks within the FATA. These findings support those of academics
such as Hudson, Owens and Flannes (2011) and Paul Gill‘s statistical analysis which also links
drone strikes with subsequent militant attacks within wider Pakistan (Gill, 2015). Qualitative
analysis and coding of the testimonies of drone strike survivors and witnesses reveals that U.S
drone strikes have also served as a recruitment tool for the TTP and other militant
organisations within the FATA, increasing regional anti-American sentiment and helping to
radicalise young people within targeted areas. Thus, any short-term military success in killing
members of militant organisations is offset by longer-term radicalisation. This can also be seen
to be true from the qualitative and quantitative analysis of SATP data. Analysis of this data
illustrates the significant increase in violence within other regions and cities of Pakistan such
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as Karachi since the arrival of the displaced TTP who were forced to relocate following not
only offensive operations by the Pakistani military but also by U.S. military drone strikes.

The Provision of Basic Services

Education
Drone strikes and surveillance have had a deeply disruptive effect on education within the
FATA. Schools in the region were already natural targets for Taliban militants due to being
perceived as representative of the Pakistani state, known for its discourse and co-operation
with the USA. Over the course of the drone campaign, schools in the FATA became
increasingly frequent targets for militant attack due to being seen as soft targets. This is
evidenced by the correlative connection between drones strikes and functioning schools in
chapter five of this dissertation. Qualitative analysis of interview extracts with drone strike
survivors and witnesses reveals that both FATA students and teachers alike were hesitant to
work or study in school buildings for fear of attack by either the Taliban or U.S. drones.
Additionally, interviewees reported that local children in the FATA have been forced to
abandon their studies completely in order to support their families following the loss of family
breadwinners, killed in drone strikes.

Mental Health
The impact of drone strikes and surveillance upon the mental health of FATA residents has
been far reaching. This was one of the most prevalent topics which arose from the qualitative
data coding. Whole communities have suffered from a range of mental health problems
ranging from PTSD (Post Traumatic Stress Disorder) through to depression. Amongst the most
profoundly affected have been the young and the elderly with the problem being further
compounded by the FATA’s total lack of mental health care facilities.
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Livelihoods
Drone strikes conducted within the FATA have also had a disruptive impact on the livelihoods
of local civilians. This has happened due to the deaths of male family members who are, in
almost all cases, a family’s primary source of income or ‘bread-winner’. Another direct
consequence of drone strikes within the FATA has been the destruction and loss of property,
especially family homes. Family homes in the FATA are often large in size and accommodate
several families, living together. They are vital family assets and their damage or destruction
has substantially weakened the financial security of FATA residents.

The Disruption of Social and Religious Norms
The constant presence of drones overhead creates a psychological pressure and causes
normative social routines to be disrupted. Residents of the FATA spoke of their fear of
gathering in public to meet friends due to the feeling that any gathering might provoke a
drone strike. Furthermore, the same kind of fear has inhibited basic religious practices such
as local people attending mosque services, prayer meetings and even the funerals of friends
and loved ones.

8.2 - Suggestions for Further Research

International Research on the Psychological Impact of Drone Deployment
To date, the body of research conducted regarding the psychological effects of drone warfare
on targeted communities has been relatively limited. Other than the report conducted by the
Swiss human rights group Alkarama and a single section of the Stanford/NYU report ‘Living
under Drones’, relevant data in this area is undeniably scarce. In regard to the FATA of
Pakistan, due to the lack of effective administration, it would be extremely difficult, if not
impossible, to gather a significant amount of meaningful and relevant data. The Alkarama
report on the psychological effects of drone operations in Yemen is academically unique and
therefore highly significant. However, the report provides only a ‘snapshot’ of the present
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situation regarding Yemeni civilians and the prevalence of PTSD in certain communities with
a total of 100 citizens interviewed. It is clear that far more of this type of research must be
done with a greater sample size throughout multiple nations and, crucially, over a longer time
period.
Drones - A Modern Day Norm
It is similarly clear that the use of drones is certain to expand rapidly and globally over the
coming years due their comparatively low cost and versatility. In a peacetime context, police
forces in the United States are already using drones to track suspected criminals and for the
purposes of U.S. border protection. Given this fact, it is essential that a more comprehensive
and nuanced understanding of the impact of drone use is gained.
In light of the facts stated above, listed below are specific areas in clear need of further
research:
● The medium / long term social impact (over years and decades) of drone operations on
communities, including long-term periods of surveillance, preferably with a sample size far in
excess of 100.
- A comparative study of the social impacts of drone deployment between a community living
within a known conflict area and a ‘peacetime’ community, also living under drone
surveillance.
● The comparative social effects of military drone operations carried out with different Rules
of Engagement (ROE).
- Would the negative social effects of drone use be significantly lessened by ROE which
prohibited signature strikes?
- To what extent would stricter ROE reduce the mental health problems such as PTSD
experienced by communities living in targeted areas?
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Appendix A
Qualitative Data Coding
(Interview Extracts with Drone Strike Survivors and Witnesses)
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Source: Amnesty International Report “Will I Be Next?”

Victim
Identity,
Location
and Time
of Strike
1)
Mamana
Bibi, aged
68,
Ghundi
Kala
Village,
Pakistan,
24th
October
2012

Interviewee #
and Name

Witness / Victim Account of Drone
Strike

Initial Coding

1) Zubair
Rehman,
grandson of
Mamana Bibi.

“The drone planes were flying over Constant exposure to the
our village all day and night, flying presence of drones, 24
in pairs sometimes three together. hours a day.
We had grown used to them flying
over our village all the time,”

Mental health
Implications

2) Nabeela,
granddaughter
of Mamana
Bibi [Aged
eight]

“I saw her shoes. We found her
mutilated body a short time
afterwards. It had been thrown
quite a long distance away by the
blast and it was in pieces…

Negative Mental
Health
Impact on children:

Child exposed to severe
trauma.
Psychological damage due
to traumatic experience.

…we collected as many different Body completely
parts from the field and wrapped destroyed and torn to
pieces. (Impact on
them in a cloth.”
traditional Muslim burial
rights)

3) Rafeequl
Rehman, Son
of Mamana
Bibi

“He (referring to Mamana Bibi’s Deterioration of mental
husband – Wreshman Jan) has health.
become mentally disturbed and
cries about his dear wife.
My daughter [Asma] suddenly gets
scared and tells me she is going to
be killed. She is living in constant
fear. My children are worried even
to just gather outside.”
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Children experiencing
panic attacks / reliving
the emotions of past
trauma - PTSD Symptom
Children living under
continuous mental stress,
fear of another attack.
Children afraid of
gathering socially outside

Thematic Coding

Disruption of
religious practices

Negative Mental
Health Impacts

Disruption of Social
Norms
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2)
Eighteen
labourers
Killed ,
Zowi Sidgi
Village,
Pakistan,
July 6th,
2012

4)Anonymous
Resident of
neighbouring
Tappi
Village,

“Local tribal people generally live in
fear and stress and feel
psychological pressure. They think
they could be the target of a drone
attack because wrong information
might be given to drone operators,”

5) Nabeel
(Anonymised
name)

“Human body parts were scattered
everywhere on the ground. The Body recognition
bodies were burnt and it was not impossible
possible to recognize them.”

3) Six
rescuers
killed
(coming
to the
assistance
of alleged
members
of
Haqqani
militant
Network)
Darai
Nishtar,
Pakistan,
23 July
2012
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“When Jangai was alive he worked
very hard as a daily wage worker on
other people’s agricultural lands
from which he sold and provided
food for his children. He was a
simple, hard-working man. Children
have lost their mental balance, they
are afraid all the time.
After seeing the body parts and
hearing the screaming of the
victims (of the July 2012 drone
strike that killed 18 people) , my
young nephew is always scared and
crying, running towards his mother
saying the drone could come and
strike again.”

Constant fear and mental
tension

Negative Mental
Health Impacts

Fear of mistakes in
military intelligence.

Family income removed
-

Disruption of
religious practices

Negative effect on
Livelihoods

Death of Family’s
Bread-winner

Children suffering from
mental instability.

Negative Mental
Health Impact Upon
Children.

Traumatic experience
leading to continual
anxiety and distress.
Easily triggered feelings
of panic.
(Recognised Symptoms of
PTSD)

Negative Mental
Health Impact
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6) Atif,
resident of
Darai Nishtar.

“I have mental tension and anxiety
during the night time because of
the drone attack. I keep tablets
under my bed in order to get sleep
at night,”

Ongoing mental tension

Negative Mental
Health Impact

Sleep deprivation.
(Recognised Symptoms of
PTSD)

“When I go to mosque to pray; we

7) Shakeeb,
have the fear of drone attack at the
Resident of
back of our mind. We get especially
Darai Nishtar. scared in the mosque because more Constant fear of attack
when attending mosque

Disruption of
religious practices

people are gathered there for services
praying, and the drone planes don’t
understand that the people in the
mosque are locals [and may] not
[be associated with] the Taliban, so
they might attack.”

Source: Open Society Foundations Report : ‘After the Dead Are Counted’

Victim
Identity,
Location
and Time
of Strike

Interviewee #
and Name

Witness / Victim Account of
Drone Strike

4) Ajab
Khan,
Makeen,
South
Waziristan,
FATA,
Pakistan,Ju
ne 23, 2009

8) Abdul Khan
brother of the
deceased.

“If you could see his travel
documents, you would see that
his passport shows he arrived in
Pakistan via Peshawar airport on
the 13th of June [10 days before
the incident.] He has lived almost
half his life abroad just to earn Family income lost
money for his family…He was a
driver [in the United Arab
Emirates]. He was there only to
earn money for his family that he
left behind here.”

(Funeral of
a suspected
Taliban
Leader)

“He was our sole bread earner.
We are six brothers in all and he
was the oldest. He was
responsible for our education and
other expenses. We were totally
dependent on him. I graduated
only because of him, the rest of
my brothers are in universities.
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Initial Coding

Thematic Coding

Socio-Economic
Impact:
Negative effect on
Livelihood

Death of Family’s sole
Bread-winner
Brothers may not be able
to complete studies.

Social Impact:
Disruption of
Education
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We suffered a lot after the tragic Family income loss redeath of our elder brother, as we emphasised
have no other source of income.

5) Shaheed
ur Rehman
and several
passengers
in a vehicle,
Doghi
Macha,
North
Waziristan,
Pakistan
October 30,
2011

9) Tariq, Nephew
of the deceased.

“He had been in this [chromite]
business for the last 10-12 years.
It was a very good business, so
we were economically sound. But
now that my uncle has died we
are facing economic difficulties.
He was a good man; how can this
have happened to him? He was
the head of our family.
“They are now orphans. There is
no one to look after the business.
We are with God’s mercy now.”

Family income lost

Impact of the death of
family bread-winner
upon children

Socio-Economic
Impact:
Negative effect on
Livelihood

Initial Coding

Thematic Coding

[Referring to Shaheed ur Rehman’s
four sons and two daughters]
Source: The Bureau of Investigative Journalism ‘ Witnesses Speak Out’

Victim
Identity,
Location
and Time
of Strike

Interviewee #
and Name

Witness / Victim Account of
Drone Strike

6) Six
Civilians
killed,
Degan
Village,
Waziristan,
Pakistan,
December
17 2009

10) Zahidullah,
witness to the
drone strike,
visiting his
uncle at the
time of the
strike.

As the targeted people
belonged to Degan village we
rushed out to help. The victims
were local Taliban belonged to
Hafiz Gul Bahadur’s group.
Some other local Taliban also
rushed to help. These people ‘Double tap’ drone strike
were busy in rescue activities targeting rescuers in a
when a drone again fired two second strike
missiles. I and some other
villagers were further afield so
we ran away. When the
situation became calmer we
returned. We saw that
everyone had died. Some dead
bodies were burnt; most
appeared to be OK, but there
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Non- essential Killing:
(Non-primary targets
killed. Low level Taliban
and civilians)
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were [fatal] injuries to their
chests and heads. We were all
very distressed by this incident.
Some
young
people
announced loudly that ‘We will
continue Jihad against America
until we finish the USA or
embrace Shahadat [the word
for martyrdom].’

11) Samiullah
Khan, journalist
/ researcher for
The Bureau of
Investigative
Journalism who
witnessed the
attack

Double tap drone strikes
resulting in outrage and
the desire for revenge.
Drone.
-

Possible increase
in future militancy
and
‘Talibanisation’ of
Pakistani youth.

In a war situation no one is
allowed to attack the Red
Cross. Rescuers are like that.
You are not allowed to attack
rescuers. You know, the
number of Taliban is increasing Taliban growing in
in Waziristan day by day, numbers due to the
because
innocents
and nature of the strikes.
rescuers are being killed day by
day,

Source : Report by Stanford Law School and NYU School of Law : ‘Living Under Drones’
Victim
Interviewee #
Witness / Victim Account of Initial Coding
Identity,
and Name
Drone Strike
Location
and Time
of Strike
7) 7 - 11
12) Faheem
“At the time the drone struck, I Inability to focus on
people
Quereshi
had to take exams, but I studies following the
Killed at
strike
couldn’t learn things, and it
community (Fourteen yearaffected me emotionally.…I
meeting,
old survivor of
became very short-tempered
village of
the strike)
Recognised symptom of
and small things annoyed me. I
Zeraki in
PTSD
got angry very quickly, small
North
things agitated me. Our minds
Waziristan,
have been diverted from
Pakistan
studying, we cannot learn Inability to focus on
January 23,
things because we are always studies following the
2009.
in fear of the drones hovering strike, worse for younger
over us and it really scares the children.

small kids who go to school.”
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Drone Strikes
Counterproductive to
aims (eradication of
militancy in the region)

Strengthening of antiAmerican sentiment

Strengthening of antiAmerican sentiment

Thematic Coding

Negative Impact on
Education

Negative Impact on
Mental Health

Negative Impact on
Education
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“Usually, when a drone strikes ‘Double tap’ drone
and people die, nobody comes strikes preventing the
near the bodies for half an hour normal treatment of the
because they fear another dead / burial.

Disruption of Normal
religious practices.

missile will strike.
“We all used to get together, all
our friends in the village. We
used to have fun. But now, Decrease in communal
that’s not the case anymore. meeting
Earlier, in the village, we used
to sit late into the night, till one
o’clock in the morning, but now
everybody’s
habits
have
changed. Everybody goes
home directly in the evening.

8) 42
People
killed
including
several
community
leaders at a
‘Jirga’ (local
council)
March 17,
2011, Datta
Khel, North
Waziristan,
Pakistan.

13) Khalil Khan,
the only son of
Malik Hajji
Babat, one of the
Khassadars
(leaders)present
at the ‘Jirga.’

“We were told in plain words
that none of the elders that
had attended survived. They
were all destroyed, all
finished. We have lost an
entire community of elders.”

Disruption of Social
Norms

Accidental killing of local
elders gathered to
discuss community issues
and problems

Weakening of local
governance

Lasting psychological
damage

Negative impact on
Mental Health

14) Idris Farid

(anonymised
name), local
member of the
community
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“I have forgotten the little bit
of education that I had gotten
when I was little. [Due to the
trauma of the killing] I am
terrified of loud noises
because I think it might be a
drone.”

Raised levels of anxiety
produced by small
stimuli. (Recognised PTSD
Symptom)
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15) Masood
Afwan
(anonymised
name) –
Several friends
killed in the

[Many of those killed] “left a
family and children.” [Their
family members now have to]
“Work with their hands and
feet.”

Family’s primary
breadwinner killed

Negative Impact on
Livelihoods

Impact on women and
girls

Negative effect on
Mental Health

Social functioning of local
leadership affected /
impeded

Weakening of local
governance

Datta Khel strike.

16) Ejaz
Ahmad, (a
university
student - uncle
was killed in the
strike)

17)Noor Khan,
(Father killed in
the Jirga Strike)

18) Haroon
Quddoos, Local
taxi driver.
(Anonymised
name)
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“They [the female members of
the household] are affected by
mental tension and anxiety.”

“Everybody
is
scared,
especially the elders. They
can’t get together and discuss
problems. If a problem occurs,
they can’t resolve it, because
they are all scared that, if we
get together, we will be
targeted again. All the
mothers, all the wives, they
have told their people not to
congregate together in a jirga.
They are pleading to them not
to, as they fear they will be
targeted.”
[Describing a friend killed in the
Jirga strike] “He left behind a
mother, two sisters, and a
young baby brother. And they
now live on whatever the
village gives them as charity.
[The man’s younger brothers]
tried to go out as labourers but
they cannot do it. The other
village men help them. And
there are sometimes these

Women afraid of losing
their family members

Disruption of the family
unit

Loss of family
breadwinner leading to a
transition from
independence to
dependency

Negative Impact on
Livelihoods
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neighbours that give them
food, sometimes not, but they
are basically living on charity.
We are always thinking that it
is either going to attack our
homes or whatever we do. It’s
going to strike us; it’s going to
attack us. No matter what we
are doing, that fear is always
inculcated in us. Because
whether we are driving a car, or
we are working on a farm, or
we are sitting home playing
cards–no matter what we are
doing we are always thinking
the drone will strike us. So we
are scared to do anything, no
matter what.

19) Ismail
Hussain
(anonymised
name) Resident
of Datta Khel,
Waziristan,
Pakistan

20)Saeed
Yayha.
(Anonymised
name) A day

labourer injured
in the ‘Jirga
Attack.’

“Many people have lost their
mental balance . . . are just
locked in a room. Just like you
lock people in prison, they are
locked in a room.”

I can’t sleep at night because
when the drones are there . . . I
hear them making that sound,
that noise. The drones are all
over my brain, I can’t sleep.
When I hear the drones making
that drone sound, I just turn on
the light and sit there looking at
the light. Whenever the drones
are hovering over us, it just
makes me so scared.
“They held a funeral for
everybody, in the same
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Continual fear of drones
at all times of the day,
regardless of activity
impacting both working
life and domestic life.

Negative Impact on
Mental Health

Numerous people
mentally disturbed

Negative Impacts on
Mental Health

Disrupted sleep patterns
– recognised symptom of
PTSD

Negative Impacts on
Mental Health

Regular feelings of fear
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21) Masood

Afwan, who
lost several
relatives in the
‘Jirga’ strike
22) Sayed
Majid
(anonymised
name) who lost
his cousin in
the ‘Jirga’
strike.

9) North

23) Adil Hashmi

Waziristan
, Date of
strike
unknown.

(anonymised
name)

Interviewed in
2012
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location, one by one. Their Identification of bodies
bodies were scattered into tiny often difficult or
pieces. They… couldn’t be impossib
identified.”
We do not come out of our
villages because it’s very
dangerous to go out anywhere.
In past we used to participate
in activities like wedding
gatherings and different kinds
of jirgas, different kinds of
funerals. We used to go to
different
houses
for
condolences, and there were
all kinds of activities in the past
and we used to participate. But
now it’s a risk to go to any place
or participate in any activities.

A drone struck my home. I was
at work at that time, so there
was nobody in my home and no
one killed. . . . Nothing else was
destroyed other than my
house. I went back to see the
home, but there was nothing to
do—I just saw my home
wrecked. . . . I was extremely
sad, because normally a house
costs around 10 lakh, or
1,000,000 rupees [US $10,593],
and I don’t even have 5,000
rupees now [US $53]. I spent
my whole life in that house. My
father had lived there as well.
There is a big difference
between having your own
home and living on rent or

Fear of going outside

Disruption of Religious
Practices

Disruption of Social
Norms
Weakening of Local
Government

Social / communal/
religious activities
abandoned

Disruptions of
Religious Practices

No casualties

Financial insecurity

Strikes cause
destruction of Property
/ Assets

Impact on social status –
home ownership

Negative Impact on
Livelihoods

The Social Effects of Drone Warfare on the F.A.T.A. and Wider Pakistan

mortgage. I belong to a poor
family and my home has been
destroyed. I’m just hoping that
I somehow recover financially.

10) Drone
strike in
FATA,
Pakistan,
2010, Exact
location
unknown

Referring to
the effects
of multiple
strikes

24) Dawood
Ishaq, drone
strike survivor
and a double
amputee.

25) Akhunzada
Chitan, A
Pakistani
Parliamentarian
with a home in
Waziristan,
Pakistan.

26)
Referring to Ajmal Bashir
the effects
of multiple
strikes

11) Time
and exact
location of
strike
unknown

(anonymised
name) “An

elderly man
who has lost
both relatives
and friends to
strikes”
27)
Abbas Uddin,
(anonymised
name) A

psychiatrist
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“My father had to labour hard
and work in different positions
to earn that money, and
sometimes I’ve had to sell off
stuff from home to make
money. My kids have been sick
but we have to work very hard
to earn money to pay for the
expense.”[ Expense of medical
care]

Sale of family assets
Negative Impact on
Livelihood
Financial hardship due to
the costs of medical care
(due to amputations)

“[People] Often complain that
they wake up in the middle of Sleep disruption and
the night screaming because other symptoms of
they are hallucinating about trauma and PTSD
drones.”

“Every person - women,
children, elders: they are all
Overwhelming fear
frightened and afraid of the leading to loss of
drones. When drones are appetite
flying, they don’t like to eat
anything because they are too
afraid of the drones.”

“She [a patient] was having
shaking fits, she was screaming Recognised symptoms of
and crying . . . I was guessing PTSD
there might be some stress . . .

Negative Impact on
Mental Health

Negative Impact on
Physical and Mental
Health

Negative Impact on
Physical and Mental
Health
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12) Time
and date of
strike
unknown

treating
patients from
Warizistan

then I discovered there was a
drone attack and she had
observed it. It happened just
near her home. She had
witnessed a home being
destroyed–it was just a nearby
home, her neighbour’s.”

28) Hisham

When children hear the
drones, they get really scared,
and they can hear them all the
time so they’re always fearful
that the drone is going to
attack them. . .
Because of the noise, we’re
psychologically disturbed
women, men, and children.
Twenty-four hours, a person is
in stress and there is pain in
his head.

Abrar ,
(anonymised
name) who had

to collect his
cousin’s body
after he was
killed in a
drone strike

“I stopped them from getting
an education. I told them we
will be finished one day, the
(anonymised
name) Pulled his same as other people who
were going to school and were
own children
killed in the drone attacks I
out of school
know a lot of people, girls and
after seeing
boys, whose families have
three dead
stopped them from getting an
bodies of
education because of drone
children in the
attacks.”
rubble of a
strike

Referring to
the effects
of multiple
strikes

29) Najeeb
Saaqib

Referring to
the effects
of multiple
strikes

30) Khairullah
Jan, A college
student, whose
brother was
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[Teachers] don’t come because
of these drone strikes. The
principal and maybe a few
nominal staff come just for
presence, but, apart from that,

Psychological impact on
children

Psychological impact

Negative Impact on
Both Physical and
Mental Health

Physical symptoms as a
result of mental stress

Students prevented from
attending school for
fear of schools being
struck by drones

Negative Impact on
Education

Day to day running of
educational institutions
severely affected by fear
of drone strikes.

Negative Impact on
Education
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killed in a drone nobody comes . . . other people
strike
are scared to come to our
places to teach us.”

Referring to 31) Malik(local
the effects
community
of multiple
leader) Najeeb
strikes

Saaqib

(anonymised
name)

Referring to 32) Mohsin
Haq, 14 years
the effects
of multiple old.
strikes

Referring to 33) Ibrahim
Qasim
the effects
of multiple
strikes

(anonymised
name), citizen
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We want our children to get an
education, to take our story to
the world and get exposure for
what’s going on here. We lag
behind because of our lack of Desire for education
education and lack of facilities
in our area. We want our girls
and boys to get a proper
education. We want someone
to become a doctor, someone
to become an air pilot, but just Parent fear drone strikes
because of drone attacks we on schools.
can’t take them to school, can’t
allow them.

“They [his classmates] are
mentally disturbed. They can’t
focus. They’re just too worried
about their family. They’re not
sure about anything, so school
doesn’t make sense to them.
Every family, everybody, they
do want to think about their
bright
futures,
their
prosperous jobs, and their
young kids. But they can’t think
like that because of these
drones, because of this
uncertainty”

Mental health problems
Constant worry and
anxiety. Inability to focus
/ concentrate.
(Recognised symptom of
PTSD)

Negative Impact on
Education

Negative Impact on
Mental Health

Students concerned with Negative Impact on
immediate family survival Education
not with the future.

“There used to be funeral
People too afraid to
processions, lots of people attend funerals
used to participate but now,
Anger against the USA
the US has even targeted

Disruption of religious
practices
Increased AntiAmerican Sentiment
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of Manzar Khel,
Pakistan.

34) Firoz Ali
Khan, a
shopkeeper
whose father-in
law’s home was
struck.

N/A

N/A

35) Fahad
Mirza, (Who
has had Several
relatives badly
injured in drone
strikes)

Referring to
the effects
of multiple
strikes

funerals, they have targeted
mosques, they have targeted Fear of attending
people sitting together, so mosque and other social
people
are
scared
of group activities
everything.”

“These missiles are very
powerful. They destroy human
beings. There is nobody left
Identification of bodies
and small pieces left behind. often difficult or
Pieces. Whatever is left is just impossible
little pieces of bodies and cloth.
The skin is burned so that you
can’t tell cattle from human.”

“We can’t go to the markets.
We can’t drive cars. When Constant fear affecting
they’re hovering over us, we’re normal routines
all scared. One thinks they’ll
drop it on our house, and
another thinks it’ll be on our
house, so we run out of our
houses.”

If I am walking in the market, I
have this fear that maybe the
Dawar,
person walking next to me is
(President of the
going to be a target of the
Tribal Union of
drone. If I’m shopping, I’m
Journalists,
really careful and scared. If I’m
the main
standing on the road and there
association of
journalists in the is a car parked next to me, I
areas affected by never know if that is going to
36) Safdar

US drones)
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Fear of drone strikes
always present ,
regardless of normal
activity

Disruption of Social
Norms

Disruption of religious
practices

Disruption of Social
Norms

Disruption of Social
Norms
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be the target. Maybe they will
target the car in front of me
or behind me. Even in
mosques, if we’re praying,
we’re worried that maybe one
person who is standing with us
praying is wanted. So,
wherever we are, we have
this fear of drones.

Referring to
the effects
of multiple
strikes

37)Najeeb
Saaqib

N/A

38) Sayed
Majid

(anonymised
name)

(anonymised

name)

N/A

39) Farah
Kamal
(anonymised
name)

N/A

40) Khalid
Raheem,
(Anon.)
Interviewed in
Islamabad,
Feb,2012
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“I think there are some other
intelligence agencies, foreign
intelligence agencies, also
working there in the shape of Feelings of suspicion –
our own people. They grow a that communities have
large beard and take the same been infiltrated.
positions as our own people,
working for those external
agencies. They put a chip or
something else in places, and
then a drone strikes those
places. That’s what we think”

Erosion of Local
Community Trust

“We do not allow [people from
other villages] in the area very
freely as they may have a sim Fear of outsiders planting Erosion of Trust
chip. We have to keep an eye drone targeting chips
Regarding Outsiders
on strangers especially and do
not let them wander freely”
“People start to think that Fear of outsiders planting Erosion of Trust
Between Different
other tribes are throwing the drone targeting chips
Communities
chips. There is so much
confusion and mistrust created
within the tribal communities.”
“God knows whether they’ll Constant awareness of
strike us again or not. But drones
they’re always surveying us,
they’re always over us, and you
never know when they’re going
to strike and attack.”

Negative Impact on
Mental Health
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N/A

Difficulty Sleeping due to
continual awareness of
drones. Possible PTSD
symptom.

Negative Impact on
Mental Health

41)
Mohammad
Kausar
(Anonymised
name) A Father
of three

“Drones are always on my
mind. It makes it difficult to
sleep. They are like a mosquito.
Even when you don’t see them,
you can hear them, you know
they are there.”

Referring to
the
constant
presence of
drones

42) Arman
Yousef,
Anonymised
name

“We don’t eat properly on Alteration of everyday
those days [when strikes occur] life routines
because we know an innocent
Muslim was killed. We are all
Emotional effects
unhappy and afraid.”

Disruption of Social
Norms

Referring to
the
constant
presence of
drones

43) Khalil
Arshad,
Anonymised
name.

“They really hate the drones Children emotionally
when they are flying. It makes respond with outbursts
the children very angry.”
of anger – known PTSD

Negative Impact on
Mental Health

Referring to
the effects
of multiple
strikes

44) Abdul
Qayyum Khan.
Son killed in a
drone strike.
Interviewed in
Peshawar. May
2012.

[People take tranquilizers] to Use and reliance on
medication to ease
save them from the terror of
mental stress
the drones.

45) Shahbaz

“Education was always a
problem in Waziristan, but,
after the drone attacks, it got
even worse. A lot of the
children—most
of
the
children—had to stop going to
school.”

Referring to
Kabir,
the effects
of multiple (Anonymised
name)
strikes

Interviewed in
Islamabad, Feb,
2012.
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Possible Negative
Impact on Mental
Health

symptom in children.

Educational problems
exacerbated. Now
Education impossible for
many

Negative Impact on
Mental Health

Negative Impact on
Education
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Source: Center for Civilians in Conflict / Columbia Law School : The Civilian Impact of Drones

13) Five
civilians
confirmed
killed in a
drone
Strike on
the house
of Malik
Gulistan
Khan. (A
tribal elder
and
member of
a local progovernme
nt peace
committee
, North
West
Pakistan,
2010)

46) Adnan
Khan, 18 years
old , who lost
multiple family
members in
the attack

“I lost my father, three
brothers, and my cousin in this
attack. We did nothing, have no
connection to militants at all.
Our family supported the
government and in fact…was a
member of a local peace
committee.”

FATA ,
Pakistan,
2010,
Exact time
and date
of strike
unknown

47)
Anonymised
civilian (1) ,
Northwest
Pakistan,2010

“We fear that the drones will
strike us again… my aged
parents are often in a state of Fear and emotional
fear. We are depressed, distress , symptoms of
PTSD
anxious, and constantly
remembering our deceased
family members…it often
compels me to leave this place.

FATA ,
Pakistan,
2010,
Exact time
and date
of strike
unknown

48)
Anonymised
civilian (2)
Northwest
Pakistan, the
brother-in-law
of a woman
whose
husband was
killed in a
drone strike.
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Local people opposed to
violence killed. Family
engaged in conflict
resolution.

“After their death she is
mentally upset…she is always
screaming and shouting at Mental instability,
night and demanding me to particularly at night,
symptom of PTSD.
take her to their graves.”

Weakening of Local
Governance

Negative Impact on
Mental Health

Negative Impact on
Mental Health
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FATA ,
Pakistan,
2010,
Exact time
and date
of strike
unknown

49) Habib
Khan, who lost
his brother in a
drone strike
and is
financially
struggling to
support his
brother’s
family.

FATA ,
Pakistan,
2010,
Exact time
and date
of strike
unknown

50) Usman
Wazir, a
Pakistani fruit
seller whose
wife and
younger
brother were
killed in a
drone strike.
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“After his death all the
responsibility for his family and Financial difficulty
my own is now on me. I am
borrowing money from friends
but we are living a miserable Loss of assets leading to
life and need the help of the increased dependency
government of Pakistan or the
US very soon.

“I demand compensation for
each member of my family and Loss of family assets
demand that my house is
rebuilt.”

Negative Impact on
Livelihoods

Destruction of Property
and Assets Negative Impact on
Livelihoods
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Appendix B
Qualitative / Quantitative Data Sample – The South Asia Terrorism Portal
‘Sectarian Violence in Pakistan’ (2010 - 2015)
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Location Colour Coding Key for SATP Data:

Balochistan Attacks
Karachi Attacks
Punjab Attacks
Kurram Agency Attacks
Other Provinces

ORANGE
RED
BLUE
GREEN
BLACK

Highlighted Text: Target of attack - of possible social significance:
●

Attacks on professions of influence e.g. legal, medical and educational staff.

●

Targeting of religious and ethnic minorities.

● Attacks
●

on religious leaders.

Communal gatherings.
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Sectarian Violence in Pakistan 2015
Incident
#

Date

District

Incident Report

1

January 4

2

January 9

Hussaini
ground
/
Kalaya
/
Orakzai
Agency
/
FATA
Chittian
Hattian /
Rawalpindi /
Punjab

3

January 16

A bomb targeting Shias at a
volleyball match killed at
least four persons and injured
eight at the Hussaini ground
in the Kalaya area of Orakzai
Agency in FATA.
Eight persons were killed and
25 others wounded in a
bomb blast on Imambargah
Aun Muhammad Rizvi at
Chittian Hattian locality of
Rawalpindi city of Punjab.
Three Shia men, identified as
lawyer Fayyaz Hussain Shah
(40), and his two nephews
Mir Ghazi Shah (20) and Mir
Hamza Shah (22) were shot
dead while they were
returning home from a
religious gathering in
Rawalpindi District.
At least 61 Shias were killed
and 50 others were injured
in a bomb explosion at
Karbala Maula Imambargah
in Lakhi Dar area of
Shikarpur District of Sindh.
Two carders of the
ASWJ,(Sunni sect) identified
as Naseem Khan (28) and
Mohammed Asif (24), were
killed in a sectarian attack on
the main National Highway
near Malir Halt in Malir
Town.
A shopkeeper and a cadre of
ASWJ, identified as Akhtar
Hussain (55), was shot dead
while his son, Athar Hussain
(26), was injured when
unidentified militants
opened fire at them at Islam
Chowk at the Farooq-i-Azam
mosque in Pakistan Bazaar
area of Orangi Town.
At least 22 Shia persons
were killed and another 50
were injured during a gun
and bomb attack at an

4

January 30

5

February 1

6

February 1

7

February
13
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Rawalpindi /
Punjab

Karbala
Maula
Imambargah
/ Lakhi Dar /
Shikarpur /
Sindh
Malir Halt /
Malir Town /
Karachi /
Sindh

Pakistan
Bazaar /
Orangi Town
/ Karachi /
Sindh

Phase-5 /
Hayatabad /
Peshawar /
KP

Killed

Injured

4

8

8

25

3

0

Coding
Attack on communal
gathering

Attack on Shiite
muslims
Attack on a religious
gathering

61

50

2

0

Attack on religious
minority group
(ASWJ Sunnis)

1

1

Attack on religious
minority group
(ASWJ Sunnis)
Attack on a religious
gathering

24

50

Attack on Shiite
muslims

The Social Effects of Drone Warfare on the F.A.T.A. and Wider Pakistan

8

9

February
15

February
18

Pirwadhai
More / Golra
/ Rawalpindi
District

Kurri Road /
New Shakrial
/ Rawalpindi /
Punjab

10

February
18

Ali Garden /
North
Nazimabad
Town /
Karachi /
Sindh

11

February
19

Oghi /
Mansehra /
KP

12

February
24

Korangi Town
/ Karachi /
Sindh

92 | P a g e

Imambargah in Phase-5
locality of Hayatabad area in
Peshawar, the provincial
capital of KP when suicide
attackers and gunmen dressed in police uniform attacked worshippers
offering Friday prayers.
A local leader and
'spokesperson' of ASWJ
Rawalpindi Chapter,
Maulana Mazhar Siddiqui,
was killed in a targeted
sectarian attack near
Pirwadhai More within the
precincts of the Golra Police
Station in Rawalpindi
District.
At least four Shias were
killed and six others were
injured when a suicide
bomber blew himself up
during evening prayers at the
mosque in Qasr-e-Sakina
Imambargah located on Kurri
Road in New Shakrial area of
Rawalpindi District in Punjab.
Two people, including an
Ismaili Shia, identified as
Karim Hashwani, and his
driver, Nawaz (45), were
shot dead in a sectarian
attack at Ali Garden in North
Nazimabad Town of Karachi,
the provincial capital of
Sindh.
Unidentified militants shot
dead Jama'at Ahl-e-Sunnat
(JAS) tehsil President,
Maulana Mehmood Shah, in
Oghi area of Mansehra
District in a sectarian attack
while he was on his way
home after leading evening
prayer at Masjid Rizwia.
The District President of
ASWJ Molana Sahbir Ahmed
Haidri was shot dead in
Korangi Town of Karachi, the
provincial capital of Sindh.

Attack on a religious
gathering

1

0

Attack on religious
minority group
(ASWJ Sunnis)
Attack on a religious
leader

5

6

Attack on Shiite
muslims
Attack on a religious
gathering

2

0

1

0

1

0

Attack on Shiite
Muslims

Attack on religious
minority group
(ASWJ Sunnis)
Attack on a religious
leader
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13

February
27

Orangi Town
/ Karachi /
Sindh

14

February
27

Gulshan-eIqbal Town /
Karachi /
Sindh

15

February
27

Hayatabad /
Peshawar /
KP

16

March 4

Paracha
Chowk / Sher
Shah /
Karachi /
Sindh

17

18

March 4

March 20
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Korangi Town
/ Karachi /
Sindh

Saleh Mosque
/ Saddar
Town /
Karachi /
Sindh

Two Shia men, identified as
the employees of Qatar
Hospital, Saleem Akbar and
Ali Haider Rizvi, were shot
dead at Ghausia Chowk in
Orangi Town of Karachi in
Sindh, while they were
returning home from their
duties.
A leader of ASWJ and a
Peshimam (prayer leader) of
a mosque, identified as
Yaseen, was killed in a
sectarian attack at Safoora
Chowk next to Johar
Complex in Gulshan-e-Iqbal
Town of Karachi in Sindh.
A Shia man, identified as
Qaisar Hussain, who was
working at a pharmaceutical
unit in Hayatabad Industrial
Estate was shot dead in a
targeted sectarian attack in
Hayatabad area of Peshawar
in KP.
Two persons, including the
General Secretary of ASWJ,
identified as Dr Muhammad
Fayaz, and his driver, were
killed when unidentified
militants opened fire at his
vehicle near Paracha Chowk
in Sher Shah locality of
Karachi.
A senior Shia lawyer, who
was also a counsel for
several activists of the MQM,
identified as Advocate Ali
Hasnain Bukhari, was shot
dead by two unidentified
militants in Korangi Town of
Karachi in Sindh.
Two Shia Bohras were killed
and several others were
injured in a sectarian attack
when an IED fixed to a
motorcycle exploded outside
Shia-Bohra community's
Saleh Mosque in Saddar
Town of Karachi during the
Friday prayer.

2

0

Attack on Shiite
muslims

1

0

Attack on religious
minority group
(ASWJ Sunnis)
Attack on religious
leader

1

0

Attack on Shiite
muslims
Attack on medical
staff

2

0

Attack on a religious
minority (ASWJ
Sunnis)
Attack on religious
leader

1

0

Attack on Shiite
muslims
Attack on legal staff

2

NS

(Attack on religious
minorities – Bohra
Sect)
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19

March 20

20

April 13

21

April 27

Satellite
Town /
Quetta /
Balochistan

22

May 6

Alizai /
Kurram
Agency /
FATA

23

May 9

Eidgah
Ground /
Shah Faisal
Town /
Karachi /
Sindh

24

May 9

Paposh Nagar
/ North
Nazimabad
Town /
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Bahadurabad
/ Gulshan
Town /
Karachi /
Sindh
Gulberg Town
/ Karachi /
Sindh

ASWJ militants killed two
Shia Bohras and injured four
others in a sectarian attack
in Bahadurabad area of
Gulshan Town in Karachi.
The Deputy Director of KMC,
identified as Ashraf Abbas
(50) alias Ashu, was shot
dead and his daughter who
was accompanying him in his
car was injured in a targeted
sectarian attack in Azizabad
area of Gulberg Town in
Karachi of Sindh. Ashraf was
a Shia and was the trustee of
Azizabad Imambargah
Sakina.
At least three Shia Hazaras
were shot dead in a targeted
attack at local bus stop in
Satellite Town area of
Quetta, the provincial capital
of Balochistan.
One person lost his life while
three others sustained
injuries in a terrorist attack
at a school ground when a
football match was going on
in Alizai area of Kurram
Agency in FATA. Security
Forces sprung to action and
killed one suicide bomber
while another bomber blew
himself up. Where the
incident happened is a Shiadominated area.
Unidentified assailants
opened fire at Shia Police
officer, DSP Syed Zulfiqar
Abbas, and his friend,
identified as Shahzad, killing
them on spot in a targeted
sectarian attack at a
restaurant near Eidgah
Ground in Shah Faisal area of
Shah Faisal Town in Karachi
of Sindh.
A Shia homoeopathic doctor,
Dr Anwar Ali Abidi, was shot
dead while another person
sustained injuries when
unidentified militants

2

4

1

1

3

0

Attack on a religious
minority (Hazaras)

3

2

Attack on academic
staff/ students

2

0

Attack on Shiite
muslims

1

1

Attack on Shiite
muslims
Attack on medical
staff

(Attack on religious
minorities – Bohra
Sect)

The Social Effects of Drone Warfare on the F.A.T.A. and Wider Pakistan
Karachi /
Sindh

25

May 12

Kasi Road /
Quetta /
Balochistan

26

May 13

Safora
Chowrangi /
Gulshan-eIqbal Town /
Karachi /
Sindh

27

May 15

Pehlwan Goth
/ Gulistan-eJohar /
Karachi /
Sindh

28

May 21

Karachi /
Sindh

29

May 21

Karachi /
Sindh

30

May 22

Peshawar /
KP
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opened fire at his clinic in
Paposh Nagar area of North
Nazimabad Town in Karachi
of Sindh.
A man belonging to the
Hazara community was killed
and five others, including
two Policemen, were
injured, apparently in a
targeted attack at Kasi Road
of Quetta, the provincial
capital of the Balochistan.
At least 45 Ismaili Shias were
killed and 24 others were
injured when unidentified
militants opened fire on their
Bus in Safora Chowrangi area
near Dow Medical College in
Gulshan-e-Iqbal Town of
Karachi, the provincial
capital of Sindh.
A Shia SSP, Ejaz Haider, was
killed in a sectarian targeted
attack on May 15 when
unidentified assailants
opened fire his vehicle near
Pehlwan Goth in Gulistan-eJohar area of Karachi in
Sindh.
Three persons, including a
local leader of the ASWJ,
identified as Syed Abdul
Wahab (65), and his two
sons, were shot dead by
unidentified armed
assailants at Khyber Hotel in
Bagh-e-Malir near Malir City
in Malir Town. A 'spokesman'
for ASWJ Umer Muavia
termed it an act of sectarian
violence.
An unidentified man was
shot dead near Bab-e-Fatima
Imambargah at Liaquatabad
furniture market in
Liaquatabad Town.
One Shia man, identified as
Ali Murtaza, was killed and
two others were injured
when unidentified assailants
opened fire at a vehicle in
Hayatabad area of Peshawar.

1

5

Attack on religious
minority (Hazaras)

45

24

Attack on Shiite
muslims

1

3

Attack on Shiite
muslims

3

0

Attack on a religious
minority (ASWJ
Sunnis)
Attack on religious
leader

1

0

1

2

Attack on Shiite
muslims
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One of the injured was his
father Wali Ahmad Jan and
the other his brother Awais.
Total

186

182

Sectarian Violence in Pakistan 2014
Incident
#
1

Date

District

Incident Report

January 1

Quetta
/
Balochistan

At least three people were
killed and 30 injured in a
suicide attack targeting Shia
pilgrims in Akhtarabad area
of the provincial capital
Quetta.

4

Two ASWJ cadres, including
Secretary General Mufti
Muneer Muavia and his
colleague
Qari
Asad
Mehmood were killed in an
attack in Islamabad.
At least three Shia men were
killed and four others were
injured in an incident of firing
by armed assailants Maskan
Chowrangi in Gulshan-e-Iqbal
area of Karachi.
Two seminary students,
identified as Abid Mavia (25)
and Sajid Mavia (28), were
shot dead by unidentified
assailants on Rashid Minhas
Road within the jurisdiction
of Jauharabad Police Station.
A prayer leader of Masjid-eKhizrul Islam was shot dead
by unidentified assailants in
Baldia Town.
The President of the MWM
Rajanpur District, identified
as Doctor Azhar Hussain (59),
was
shot
dead
by
unidentified armed assailants
in a sectarian attack at his
residence in the District.
Hussain was a doctor by
profession.
A teenage boy, identified as
Aitazaz Hassan (14), was
killed when a suicide bomber
blew himself up outside a
Government
school

2

0

3

4

Attack on Shiite
muslims

2

0

Attack on academic
staff/ students
(religious education
institution)

1

0

Attack connected on
religious leader

1

0

Attack on medical
staff

2

0

Attack on students /
academic staff

2

January 3

Islamabad

3

January 4

Karachi
Sindh

/

4

January 4

Karachi
Sindh

/

5

January 5

Karachi
Sindh

/

6

January 5

Rajanpur
Punjab

/

7

January 6

Hangu / KP
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Killed

Injured
30

Coding
Attack on Shiite
muslims
Attack on a religious
gathering (of
pilgrims)
Attack on a religious
minority (ASWJ
Sunnis)
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8

January 7

Karachi
Sindh

/

9

January 8

Rawalpindi /
Punjab

10

January 10

Karachi
Sindh

11

January 16

Pajaggi Road /
Peshawar / KP

12

January 18

Noori Gate /
Sargodha
/
Punjab

13

14

January 20

January 21
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/

Kissa Khwani /
Peshawar / KP

Khusak
/
Kanak
/
Mastung
/
Balochistan

Ibrahimzai area of Hangu
District.
At least six dead bodies were
found near the Sufi shrine of
shrine of Ayub Shah Bukhari
in Gulshan-e-Maymar area of
Gadap Town.
A College Professor and a
Shia
religious
leader,
identified as Nazir Hussain
Imrani, was shot at and
critically
injured
by
unidentified assailants in a
targeted sectarian attack in
Dhoke Kashmirian area of
Rawalpindi District.
Three people, including
prayer leader Maulana Iqrar
and two students of the
seminary,
identified
as
Salahuddin (16), and Naseer
(17), were injured in a bomb
blast at the rooftop of Jannat
Masjid in Gulshan-e-Ghazi
area of Al-Falah Society in
Malir Town.
At least ten people were
killed and more than 60
others were injured in the
evening when a bomb
exploded at a Tablighi Markaz
on Pajaggi Road in Peshawar.
Three persons were killed
when unidentified assailants
opened fire on a car carrying
ASWJ leader at Noori Gate in
Sargodha area of same
District in Punjab.
Unidentified assailants killed
a Shia Muslim scholar Allama
Alim Al-Musvi who was
walking to the mosque in
Kissa Khwani market of
Peshawar in KP.
At least 24 Shia pilgrims
returning from Iran were
killed and 40 others were
injured in a bomb attack
targeting their bus in the
Khusak area of Kanak in

6

0

0

1

0

3

10

60

3

0

1

0

Attack on a religious
gathering
Attack on a religious
minority (Sufi
Muslims)
Attack on students /
academic staff
Attack on religious
leader

Attack on a religious
leader

Attack on a religious
minority (ASWJ
Sunnis)
Attack on a religious
leader
Attack on Shiite
muslims
Attack on students/
academic staff

24

40

Attack on Shiite
muslims
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15

January 29

Khanpur area
/ Rahim Yar
Khan / Punjab

16

January 30

Ajmer Nagri /
North Karachi
/ Karachi /
Sindh

17

January 31

Orangi Town12 / Karachi /
Sindh

18

February 4

Donga Gali /
Kohati
/
Peshawar / KP

19

February 5

Landhi
/
Landhi Town /
Karachi
/
Sindh

21

February 9

Raees Amrohi
Colony
/
Orangi Town /
Karachi
/
Sindh

22

February
15

Kuchi bazaar /
Peshawar / KP

23

February
22

Gari Nawaz
Khan / Kohat /
KP

98 | P a g e

Mastung
District
of
Balochistan.
Shia leader and a member of
the Jamia Ali Akbar Trust,
identified
as
Ghulam
Mustafa, was shot dead by
unidentified militants near
his house in the Khanpur area
of Rahim Yar Khan District.
Caretaker, identified as Akbar
Hussain
(30)
of
an
Imambargah, was shot dead
when unidentified militants
opened fire at him in Ajmer
Nagri area of North Karachi in
New Karachi Town of Karachi
in Sindh.
Assailants also killed Maulana
Akbar Hussain, a prayer
leader, in the Manghopir
area, and Ikram, a rickshaw
driver, near in Orangi Town12 of Karachi in Sindh.
Unidentified militants shot
dead the Provincial President
of a Shia organization,
Tehreek-Nifaz-e-Fiqah Jafria
(TNFJ-Mousavi Group), Syed
Asghar Ali Shah (75), in a
targeted attack in the Donga
Gali near Kohati locality in
Peshawar of KP.
ASWJ President of District
Malir Mohyuddin Shah was
injured in a firing incident in
the Landhi area of Landhi
Town in Karachi.
A prayer leader, identified as
Nadeem Qadri (38), was shot
dead in a targeted attack
while he was returning after
evening prayer at a mosque
in Raees Amrohi Colony in
Orangi Town.
Unidentified
persons
attacked an Imambargah in
Kuchi bazaar area of old
Peshawar city with a hand
grenade, damaging the place.
Unidentified gunman shot
dead a Shia leader and
administrator
of
an

1

0

Attack on Shiite
muslims
Attack on a religious
leader

1

0

Attack on Shiite
Muslims

2

0

Attack on Shiite
muslims
Attack on a religious
leader

1

0

Attack on Shiite
muslims
Attack on a religious
leader

0

1

1

0

0

0

1

0

Attack on a religious
leader
Attack on a religious
minority (ASWJ
Sunnis)
Attack on a religious
leader

Attack on a religious
leader
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24

25

February
27

Abul Hassan
Isphahani
Road
/
Gulshan-eIqbal Town /
Karachi
/
Sindh

February
27

North
Nazimabad
Town
/
Karachi
/
Sindh

26

February
28

Petal
Wali
Gali / Rizvia
PS
/
Liaquatabad
Town
/
Karachi
/
Sindh

27

March 10

Zia mosque /
Sharkial
/
Islamabad

Imambargah,
Sher
Muhammad Tori, at Gari
Nawaz Khan in Kohat.
Two persons, including the
administrator of a seminary
Qari Ali Hassan and his son
were shot dead outside a
seminary located at Abul
Hassan Isphahani Road in
Gulshan-e-Iqbal Town of
Karachi in Sindh.
A Shia scholar, identified as
Allama Taqi Hadi Naqvi, was
shot dead in an incident of
target killing near board
office located in North
Nazimabad Town of Karachi
in Sindh.
In a sectarian attack, a
salesman,
identified
as
Manzar Ahmed (55), working
at a sanitary shop was killed
while another salesman
Imran was wounded within
the limits of Rizvia Police
Station in Petal Wali Gali in
Liaquatabad Town of Karachi
in Sindh.
The Information Secretary of
the
ASWJ
Rawalpindi
Chapter, Mohammad Sohail
Muavia, was killed and two of
his companions, identified as
Ammanullah and Nasir, were
injured when unidentified
militants opened fire at the
car of Mufti Tanveer,
Rawalpindi President of
ASWJ, near Zia mosque in
Sharkial area of Islamabad.

2

0

Attack on students /
academic staff
(Attack on religious
education
institution)
1

0

Attack on Shiite
muslims
Attack on students /
academic staff

1

1

1

2

Attack on a religious
minority (ASWJ
Sunnis)

Attack on a religious
gathering
28

April 1
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Gulshan-eIqbal
/
Gulshan-eIqbal Town /
Karachi
/
Sindh

A
seminary
student,
identified as Muhammad
Ahsan (25), was shot dead
and
another
student,
identified as Saad (24), was
injured
when
two
unidentified armed assailants

1

1

Attack on students /
academic staff
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29

30

31

April 9

April 9

April 11

32

April 12

33

April 18

34

April 25

35

April 28
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Gulistan-eJauhar
/
Gulshan-eIqbal Town /
Karachi
/
Sindh

Gulistan-eJauhar
/
Gulshan-eIqbal Town /
Karachi
/
Sindh
Martin
Quarters
/
Martin Road /
Jamshed
Town
/
Karachi
/
Sindh
Sariab Road /
Quetta
/
Balochistan

Sakhi Hasan
Chowrangi /
North
Nazimabad
Town
/
Karachi
/
Sindh
Chaudhry
Khalique-uzZaman Road /
Gizri / Karachi
/ Sindh

Frontier
Colony
/
Orangi Town /

wearing
surgical
masks
opened fire on them in
Gulshan-e-Iqbal area of
Gulshan-e-Iqbal Town in
Karachi.
A Shia doctor, identified as
Haider Raza, was shot dead
while
another
man
accompanying him was
injured when unidentified
militants opened fire at his
car in front of Darul Sehat
Hospital in Gulistan-e-Jauhar
area of Gulshan-e-Iqbal Town
in Karachi.
Unidentified militants killed
three unidentified students
of an Islamic seminary near
Continental
Bakery
in
Gulistan-e-Jauhar area of
Gulshan-e-Iqbal Town in
Karachi of Sindh.
A Shia lawyer, identified as
Advocate
Syed
Ghulam
Haider (52), was shot dead in
Martin Quarters on Martin
Road in Jamshed Town of
Karachi.

(Attack on religious
education
institution)
1

1

Attack on Shiite
muslims
Attack on medical
staff

3

0

Attack on students /
academic staff

1

0

Attack on Shiite
muslims
Attack on legal staff

Two
bus
passengers
belonging to Shia Hazara
community were killed in an
incident of target killing on
Sariab Road in Quetta of
Balochistan.
At least three seminary
students were shot dead at
Sakhi Hasan Chowrangi in
North Nazimabad Town of
Karachi in Sindh.

2

0

Attack on religious
minority (Hazaras)

3

0

Attack on academic
staff / stundents

A bomb explosion took place
on the Chaudhry Khalique-uzZaman Road in Gizri area of
Karachi, the provincial capital
of Sindh, leaving six persons,
including a woman, dead and
30 others injured.
Three seminary students
were killed and nine others
were injured in a hand

6

30

4

8

(Attack on religious
education
institution)

Attack on academic
staff / stundents
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Karachi
Sindh

/

36

May 12

North Karachi
Town
/
Karachi
/
Sindh

37

May 12

38

May 13

Karasaz
Market
/
Shara-e-Faisal
/ Shah Faisal
Town
/
Karachi
/
Sindh
Bafa
/
Mansehra /
KP

39

May 13

City
Police
Station area /
Hyderabad /
Sindh

40

May 16

Sharaqpur /
Sheikhupura /
Punjab

41

May 19

Mithadar
/
Sherazia
Imambargah /
Saddar Town
/ Karachi /
Sindh

42

May 19

Dakkhana /
Liaquatabad
Town
/
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grenade attack that occurred
inside the Jamia Masjid-waMadrassa Islamia Tahiria
seminary located in Frontier
Colony of Orangi Town in
Karachi of Sindh.
Two Shia workers of the
MQM, identified as Gauhar
Ali Abidi and Syed Rizwan,
were shot dead in North
Karachi Town of Karachi in
Sindh.
A Shia Pakistan Navy officer,
identified as Ghulam Akbar,
was shot dead near Karasaz
Market in Shara-e-Faisal area
of Shah Faisal Town in
Karachi of Sindh.
Unidentified militants blew
up a Shia mosque in an
Imambargah (Shia place of
commemoration) of Hazrat
Ali in Bafa village of
Mansehra District.
A Police constable was killed
and 13 others, including ASI
Adam Ali Khushak sustained
injuries in a sectarian clash
between two groups within
the limits of City Police
Station in Hyderabad District.
A teenager shot dead an
Ahmadi man, identified as
Khalil
Ahmad,
over
blasphemy inside Sharaqpur
Police Station in Sharaqpur
tehsil (revenue unit) of
Sheikhupura District.
Two Shia men, identified as
Shaukat Sherazi (45) and
Qaiser Hussain (50) were
killed when unknown armed
assailants opened fire on
them at Mithadar near
Sherazia Imambargah in
Saddar Town of Karachi in
Sindh.
A Shia man, identified as
Mohsin Agha (50), was shot
dead by unidentified armed
assailants near Dakkhana bus

(Attack on religious
education
institution)

2

0

Attack on Shiite
muslims

1

0

Attack on Shiite
muslims

0

0

Attack on Shiite
muslims
Attack on a religious
gathering

1

13

1

0

2

0

Attack on Shiite
muslims

1

0

Attack on Shiite
muslims
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Karachi
/
Sindh
Hasan Noman
Colony
/
Sohrab Goth /
Gadap Town /
Karachi
/
Sindh

43

May 20

44

May 20

Orangi Town /
Karachi
/
Sindh

45

May 20

Korangi Town
/ Karachi /
Sindh

46

May 22

Shamsabad /
Rawalpindi /
Punjab

47

May 26

Chenab Nagar
/
Chiniot
District
/
Punjab

48

June 2

Sharea
Pakistan / Dak
Khana
/
Liaquatabad /
Karachi
/
Sindh

49

June 2

Bangoria
Goth
Azizabad
Karachi
Sindh

50

June 8
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/
/
/

Taftan
/
Chaghai
/
Balochistan

stop in Liaquatabad Town of
Karachi in Sindh.
Two persons, identified as
Mohammad Ali (35), and
Aleemuddin (38), were shot
dead in a sectarian attack in
Hasan Noman Colony of
Sohrab Goth area in Gadap
Town of Karachi.
Two cadres of ST, identified
as Amanul Haq and Aminul
Haq, were shot dead on
sectarian grounds in Orangi
Town.
A Shia man, identified as Syed
Hassan Zaidi, was shot dead
when unidentified militants
opened fire at his car in
Korangi Town.
A unit in-charge of ASWJ,
identified as Nasir Abbasi,
was killed while another
person, identified as Ishtiaq,
was
injured
when
unidentified militants opened
fire on them in Shamsabad
area of Rawalpindi District.
Unidentified militants shot
dead a US-based Ahmadi
doctor, identified as Mehdi
Ali (50), outside the Ahmadi
graveyard in Chenab Nagar
(also known as Rabwah) city
of Chiniot District of Punjab.
A Government employee
from
Shia
community,
identified as Syed Ahmed Ali
Zaidi (35), was shot dead in
an apparent sectarian attack
on a newly-constructed
bridge on Sharea Pakistan
near
Dak
Khana
in
Liaquatabad area of Karachi.
A
trader
from
Shia
community, identified as
Sajid Ali Jafri (38), was shot
dead
by
unidentified
assailants in Bangoria Goth of
Azizabad area in Karachi.
As many as 30 Shia pilgrims
were killed and many injured
in bomb explosions and firing

2

0

2

0

1

0

Attack on Shiite
muslims

1

1

Attack on a religious
minority (ASWJ
Sunnis)

1

0

Attack on medical
staff

1

0

Attack on Shiite
muslims

1

0

Attack on Shiite
muslims

30

0

Attack on Shiite
muslims
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51

June 9

Nazimabad /
Karachi
/
Sindh

52

June 20

Pind Parian /
Shahzad
Town
/
Islamabad

53

July 2

Malir
Karachi
Sindh

/
/

54

July 6

Old
Sabzi
Mandi
/
Karachi
/
Sindh

55

July 10

Empress
Market
/
Saddar Town
/ Karachi

56

July 11

Hassan Town
/ Kakul Road /
Abbottabad /
KP

57

July 18

Satellite Town
/ Quetta /
Balochistan
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in Taftan tehsil of Chaghai
District in Balochistan.
Two brothers from Shia
community, identified as
Nazeer Ali and Basheer Ali,
were killed by unidentified
assailants in Nazimabad area
of Karachi.
At least 52 persons were
injured in an IED explosion
during Urs (the annual
religious congregation at the
shrine)
celebrations
at
Darbar Nangay Shah Pir
Badshah in Pind Parian area
in the jurisdiction of Shahzad
Town Police Station of
Islamabad.
A person, identified as Habib
Ullah (24), was killed by
unidentified assailants in
Malir area of Karachi in Sindh.
The spokesman of ASWJ said
that deceased was the
member of their organisation
and resident of Daud Goth
Malir.
Two ASWJ activists, identified
as Qari Abdullah Raheem (30)
and Nawaz Khan (35), were
shot dead near Old Sabzi
Mandi area of Karachi in
Sindh.
A shopkeeper, identified as
Asif Ali (40), was shot dead in
a suspected sectarian attack
in the Empress Market area
of Saddar Town in Karachi.
Two
motorcycle-bourne
unidentified assailants killed
a man and his son in Hassan
Town on Kakul Road in
Abbottabad town of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa in suspected
incidents of sectarian killing.
Four persons were killed in
firing outside a mosque as
they came out after offering
the Friday prayers in the area
of Satellite Town in Quetta of
Balochistan.

2

0

Attack on Shiite
muslims

0

52

Attack on a religious
gathering

1

0

Attack on a religious
minority (ASWJ
Sunnis)
Attack on a religious
leader

2

0

1

0

2

0

4

0

Attack on a religious
minority (ASWJ
Sunnis)

Attack on a religious
gathering
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58

July 18

Chakri Road /
Rawalpindi
District
/
Punjab

59

July 29

Sabzal road /
Quetta
/
Balochistan

60

August 10

Khuda Ki Basti
/
Surjani
Town / Gadap
Town
/
Karachi
/
Sindh

61

August 10

62

August 11

Jhanda
Chowk
/
Super Market
/ Liaquatabad
Town
/
Karachi
/
Sindh
Landhi
/
Karachi
/
Sindh

63

August 11
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Bara Board /
Pak Colony /
Karachi
/
Sindh

Unidentified assailants shot
dead two cadres of ASWJ, the
frontal organisation of SSP,
identified as Raja Saifullah
and Mohammad Aslam, on
Chakri Road in Rawalpindi
city (in Rawalpindi District) of
Punjab.
Two Shia Hazara persons,
identified as Zakir Hussain
and Ghulam Hussain, were
killed
by
unidentified
assailants in Sabzal road area
of Quetta.

2

0

Attack on a religious
minority (ASWJ
Sunnis)

2

0

Attack on Shiite
muslims
(Attack on religious
minority – Hazaras)

A Shia man, identified as Syed
Kazim Shah (60), and his
daughter,
identified
as
Aroosa, was killed, while his
wife and another daughter
sustained injuries in a
sectarian attack outside his
home in Khuda Ki Basti area
of Surjani Town in Gadap
Town of Karachi.
A cadre of ASWJ, identified as
Farazuddin, was shot dead in
a targeted attack near Jhanda
Chowk in Liaquatabad within
the limits of the Super Market
Police Station in Liaquatabad
Town in Karachi.
One doctor, identified as
Amir Mehdi (56) was shot
dead in a sectarian attack in
Landhi area of Karachi in the
evening. Amir Mehdi was
sitting at his 'Rifah-i-Aam
Clinic' in Landhi-2 when two
assailants riding on a
motorcycle emerged there,
fired shots and rode away.
The
doctor
and
his
compounder brother, Nihal
Ali, suffered bullet wounds.
Amir Mehdi later succumbed
to his injuries.
40-year-old Abbas Haider
Zaidi was travelling in a car
when four assailants riding
two motorcycles intercepted
him at the Kamal petrol pump
near Bara Board in the Pak

1

2

Attack on Shiite
muslims

1

0

Attack on a religious
minority (ASWJ
Sunnis)

1

1

Attack on medical
staff

1

0
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64

August 26

Sheikh Taqi
Baba Shrine
聽/ Mastung /
Balochistan

65

August 27

Korangi Town
/ Karachi /
Sindh

66

August 29

Zikri
community
Shrine
/
Awaran
/
Balochistan

67

September
5

Federal
B
Area
/
Gulberg Town
/ Karachi

68

September
5

Nazimabad
No-1 / Rizvia /
Karachi

69

September
6

Bhangoria
Goth
Azizabad
Karachi

70

September
11

Sandal Bar /
Faisalabad /
Punjab

71

September
11

Madni
Mosque
/
Korangi Town
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/
/

Colony area of Karachi and
fired at him. Police said it's a
sectarian attack.
A woman was wounded
when militants blew up the
shrine of Sufi saint Sheikh
Taqi Baba in Mastung District
of Balochistan.
A Shia doctor, identified as
Dr. Naseem Hussain Jaffri
(50), was shot dead by
unidentified militants in
Korangi Town of Karachi in
Sindh.
Unidentified
militants
opened fire on worshippers
at a Zikri community Shrine in
Awaran
District
of
Balochistan, killing at least six
persons and wounding seven
others.
A person, identified as Syed
Mohsin Raza (50), a member
of the Shia community, was
killed
by
unidentified
assailants in Federal B Area in
Gulberg Town of Karachi.
Syed Kashif Hussain (35), a
member
of
the
Shia
community, was shot dead at
his electronics shop in
Nazimabad No-1 of Rizvia
area in Karachi.
A prominent Shia leader,
identified as Allama Ali Akbar
Kumaili and his guard were
shot dead by unidentified
assailants near Bhangoria
Goth in Azizabad area of
Karachi.
A head of a Seminary,
identified as Maulvi Sadiq
Khan (65), was shot dead by
unidentified assailants in
Sandal Bar Police Limits of
Faisalabad city (Faisalabad
District).
One Shia Doctor Dr Abdul
Aziz was gunned down by
unidentified assailants at his
clinic near Madni Mosque in

0

1

(Attack on religious
minority – Sufi
muslims)
Attack on a religious
gathering
Attack on Shiite
muslims
Attack on medical
staff

1

0

6

7

Attack on a religious
gathering

1

0

Attack on Shiite
muslims

1

0

Attack on Shiite
muslims

2

0

Attack on Shiite
muslims
Attack on a religious
leader

1

0

Attack on academic
staff/ students
(Attack on religious
education
institution)

1

0

Attack on Shiite
muslims
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/ Karachi / 聽
Sindh
Baldia Town /
Karachi
/
Sindh

72

September
14

73

September
14

Latifabad
/
Hyderabad /
Sindh

74

September
17

Sarki / Shah
Qabool PS /
Peshawar / KP

75

September
21

Dhamyal
Road
/
Rawalpindi /
Punjab

76

September
23

Mali Colony /
Mirpurkhas
District
/
Sindh

77

October 7

Hyderi
/
North
Nazimabad /
Karachi

78

October 23

Hazarganji /
Quetta
/
Balochistan
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Korangi Town of Karachi, the
provincial capital of Sindh.

(Attack on medical
staff)
(Attack on religious
minority ASWJ
Sunnis)

A supporter of the ASWJ,
identified as Malik Fayyaz
(50), was shot dead by
unidentified assailants in
Baldia Town of Karachi
(Karachi
District),
the
provincial capital of Sindh.
The head of a local Shia
organisation, identified as
Mohsin Raza, was shot dead
by unidentified assailants in
Latifabad
Locality
of
Hyderabad city (Hyderabad
District).
A Shia man, Ali Haider who is
an employee of Central
Prison in Peshawar, the
provincial capital of KP was
shot dead by unidentified
assailants in an incident of
sectarian violence in Sarki
area under Shah Qabool
Police Station in Peshawar.

1

0

1

0

Attack on Shiite
muslims
Attack on a religious
leader

1

0

Attack on Shiite
muslims

The deputy caretaker of
Taleem-ul-Quran seminary,
identified as Mufti Amanullah
(34), was shot dead while his
student
identified
as
Mehmood (18), sustained
injuries in a targeted attack
near the high security Qasim
aviation base on Dhamyal
Road in Rawalpindi District.
A doctor from the Ahmadi
community, identified as
Mubashar Ahmad Khosa, was
shot dead in Mali Colony of
Mirpurkhas District.
An activist of the ASWJ,
identified
as
Maulana
Masood, was killed by
unidentified assailants in
Hyderi area of North
Nazimabad in Karachi.
Eight Hazara Shias were killed
in sectarian target killings in
the Hazarganji area of Quetta
in Balochistan.

1

1

Attack on academic
staff/ students
(Attack on religious
education
institution)

1

0

(Attack on medical
staff)

1

0

(Attack on religious
minority – ASWJ
Sunnis)

8

0

Attack on Shiite
muslims
(Attack on religious
minority - Hazaras)
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October 23

Kirani Road /
Quetta
/
Balochistan

Armed men on a motorbike
shot dead a member of the
Hazara community in Kirani
Road area of Quetta in
Balochistan.

1

0

Attack on Shiite
muslims
(Attack on religious
minority - Hazaras)

80

October 28

Federal B /
Karachi
/
Sindh

A nine-month-old girl died
and eight people suffered
injuries in an explosion
caused by a hand grenade
hurled
outside
an
Imambargah in the Federal B
area of Karachi, in the night.
The blast occurred when a
Muharram congregation of
women was underway at
around 9pm. Unidentified
militants come from the
Karimabad side who hurled
an explosive device from a
newly built flyover.
Two mourners, identified as
Mir Ahmed Khan and Ghulam
Akbar, were killed and 28
others were injured when
militants fired rockets at
Ashura procession that was
taken
out
from
an
Imambargah in Merazai area
of Lower Orakzai Agency in
FATA.
A Police officer Mukhtar
Ahmed revealed that a Shia
man, identified as Syed Tufail
Hyder, was killed by Police
Officer Sarfraz Naveed in
police custody on grounds of
blasphemy in Gujrat city of
the same District.
Two
Police
Constables,
identified as Muhammad
Waheed and Qamar Shah,
were killed and two others,
identified as Adeel and Yasir,
were
injured
when
unidentified militants opened
fire on them while they were
stationed
outside
an
Imambargah within the limits
of Sadiqabad Police Station in
Rawalpindi District.
Dr. Rubina Khalid (55), a
senior professor of the Dow

1

8

Attack on Shiite
Muslims.

81

November
5

Merazai
/
Lower Orakzai
Agency
/
FATA

82

November
6

Gujrat town /
Gujrat
/
Punjab

83

November
10

Sadiqabad /
Rawalpindi /
Punjab

84

November
25

University
Road /
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Attack on a religious
gathering

2

28

Attack on religious
gathering

1

0

Attack on Shiite
muslims

2

2

1

0

Attack on academic
staff/ students
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Guslhan
Town /
Karachi /
Sindh
85

November
26

Sector E-11/4
/ Islamabad

86

November
26

Golrah PS /
Islamabad

87

November
30

Korangi Town
/ Karachi /
Sindh

88

December
1

Gilgit / Gilgit
Baltistan

89

December
18

Sohrab Goth /
Gadap Town /
Karachi /
Sindh

90

December
27

Shah Rehman
/ Gujranwala
/ Punjab

91

December
30

Hub River
Road /
Mawach Goth
/ Baldia Town

108 | P a g e

University of Health Sciences
and a Sunni, was shot dead
by unidentified assailants on
University Road in Guslhan
Town of Karachi.
In an incident of target
killing, a religious leader,
Guam Nadal Irfan (45), was
shot dead in Sector E-11/4 of
the federal capital Islamabad
in the night of November 26
when he was going to E-11
from G-11.
A Shia cleric and senior
leader of MWM, Allama
Muhammad Nawaz Irfani,
shot dead in a drive-by
shooting in the limits of
Golrah Police Station in the
Federal capital Islamabad.
Unidentified armed
assailants shot dead a Shia
doctor, identified as
identified as Shamim Raza, in
his private clinic located in
Korangi Town of Karachi.
Two Policemen and one
student were injured during
sectarian clash at
Government Degree College
in Gilgit town of Gilgit
Baltistan.
A Shia man, identified as
Syed Jaffar Naqvi (40), was
shot at and injured by
unidentified armed
assailants in Sohrab Goth
area of Gadap Town of
Karachi.
Gunmen shot dead a
member of the Ahmadi
religious minority. Luqman
Ahad Shehzad was shot in
the back of the head near
Bhiri Shah Rehman village, a
small community of Ahmadis
in the Gujranwala District of
Punjab.
A tortured dead body of a
Shia man, identified as
Sikandar Rizvi (40) was found
from Hub River Road in

1

0

Attack on a religious
leader

1

0

Attack on Shiite
muslims
Attack on religious
leader

1

0

Attack on Shiite
muslims
Attack on medical
staff

0

3

Attack on academic
staff/ students

0

1

Attack on Shiite
muslims

1

0

(Attack on religious
minority – Ahmadis)

1

0

Attack on Shiite
muslims
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/ Karachi /
Sindh

Mawach Goth area of Baldia
Town in Karachi of Sindh.

Total:

208

312

Sectarian Violence in Pakistan 2013
Incident
#

Date

District

Incident Report

1

January 1

Machh bazaar
/
Bolan
District
/
Balochistan

2

January 7

Ayesha
Manzil /
Karachi /
Sindh

3

January 7

Block 13-D /
Gulshan-eIqbal /
Karachi /
Sindh

4

January 7

Kot Pindi Das
/ Sheikhupura
District /
Punjab

5

January 8

Golimar /
Karachi /
Sindh

The warden of Machh jail,
Mohammad
Ali,
who
belonged to the Hazara
community, was shot dead in
Machh bazaar of Bolan
District.
In an incident of sectarian
violence, a person and his
minor daughter were killed
while his wife and other
daughter sustained injuries
near Ayesha Manzil within
the limits of Gulberg Police
Station. Asghar Ilyas (40) and
his two-year-old daughter
Zainab were shot dead, while
his wife Farzana and another
minor daughter Dua injured
near Ayesha Manzil of
Karachi.
Ali Raza Naqvi (26) was killed
in a sectarian attack in Block
13-D of Gulshan-e-Iqbal
within the precincts of
Gulshan-e- Iqbal Police
Station of Karachi.
Two unidentified armed
motorcyclists shot dead vicepresident of the SSP,
Muhammad Shakeel, near
Kot Pindi Das area of
Sheikhupura town of same
District in Punjab. According
to Police, the Muhammad
Shakeel had been on his way
to Lahore when unknown
motorcyclists opened fire on
him near Kot Pindi Das.
Unidentified assailants riding
a motorbike opened fire at
the house of one Safdar,
belonging to the SSP, injuring
Safdar and his friend,
Qayoom Golimar area of
Karachi. Subsequently, irate
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Killed

Injured

1

0

2

2

1

0

1

0

0

5

Coding
Attack on Shiite
muslims
Attack on religious
minority - Hazaras

The Social Effects of Drone Warfare on the F.A.T.A. and Wider Pakistan

6

January 9

Dabgari /
Peshawar /
KP

7

January 10

Alamdar Road
/ Quetta
Balochistan

8

January 10

Mingora /
Swat / KP

9

January 15

Sector 7/C /
Surjani Town
PS / Karachi /
Sindh

10

January 16

Malir-15 /
Saudabad PS
/ Karachi /
Sindh
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people set a bus on fire in
Golimar area. Sectarian
tension gripped the entire
locality amid aerial firing that
injured three boys.
Unidentified assailants shot
dead a Shia doctor
associated with the ruling
PPP in the Dabgari area of
Peshawar (Peshawar
District), the provincial
capital of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa.
At least 105 persons were
killed and over 169 persons
were injured in two separate
bomb blasts on Alamdar
Road in Quetta of
Balochistan.
At least 30 members of the
Tablighi Jama'at were killed
and more than 70 were
injured in a suicide blast
inside the Tablighi Markaz
located on the Takhta Band
Road in Mingora city, the
headquarters of Swat
District.
A person, identified as
Asghar Ali Shah (30), was
shot dead by unidentified
assailants in Sector 7/C in the
Surjani Town Police
Jurisdiction. Victim belonged
to Shia community and he
was an organiser of a
mourning procession. Police
said that it was a sectarian
killing.
Ibne Hassan (50) was shot
dead by unidentified armed
assailants outside his
residence near Ghousia
Market in Muhammadi Dara,
just opposite Naeem
Hospital, in Malir-15 in the
Saudabad Police Limits.
According to SHO, Saudabad
Hassan Haider, the man was
production manager in
General Tyres and he
belonged to the Shia

1

0

106

169

30

70+

1

0

Attack on Shiite
muslims

1

0

Attack on Shiite
muslims

Attack on Shiite
muslims
Attack on medical
staff

Attack on religious
minority
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11

January 18

Lasbela
Bridge /
Karachi /
Sindh

12

January 22

Liaquat Street
/ Saddar
Bazaar /
Peshawar

13

January 23

Talagang /
Chakwal
District /
Punjab

14

January 28

Bilal Colony /
Korangi /
Karachi /
Sindh

15

January 29

Sabzal road /
Quetta /
Balochistan

16

January 31

Tipu Sultan
PS / Karachi /
Sindh

17

January 31
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Karachi /
Sindh

community. Police said that
it was a sectarian killing.
Two brothers, identified as
Mohammad Irshad and
Mohammad Akhlaq, cadre of
ASWJ, were killed on Lasbela
Bridge in Karachi of Sindh.
In a sectarian related attack,
one doctor, Dr Shah Nawaz
Ali, was shot dead by
unidentified assailants in his
cantonment area clinic on
Liaquat Street in Saddar
Bazaar of Peshawar.
A local leader of ASWJ, Qari
Mohammad Saeed, was
killed by unidentified
assailant in Talagang area of
Chakwal District in Punjab.
Qari Mohammad Saeed, the
prayer leader of a local
mosque, was attacked by an
unidentified assailant when
he came out of Ayesha
Siddiqua Masjid on Mianwali
road after Maghrib prayers.
35-year-old ASWJ activist
Maulana Khalid Saeed was
shot dead by unidentified
assailants outside his
residence near Bilal Colony
in the Korangi Industrial Area
Police limits. He hailed from
Hazara.
Two Police constables,
identified as Ali Dad Hazara
and Shamir Baloch, were
shot dead on Sabzal road of
Quetta.
Three clerics of the Deoband
school of thought, identified
as Mufti Abdul Majeed
Dinpuri (50), Mufti
Muhammad Saleh (40) and
Ehsan Ali Shah (29) were
shot dead within the
precincts of Tipu Sultan
Police Station in Karachi.
A man belonging to the
Tablighi Jama'at was killed
while another was injured in
an armed attack near KDA

2

0

(Attack on religious
minorities – ASWJ
Sunnis)

1

0

Attack on medical
staff

1

0

(Attack on religious
minorities – ASWJ
Sunnis)
Attack on a religious
leader

1

0

2

0

3

0

(Attack on religious
minority – ASWJ
Sunnis)

(Attack on religious
minority – Deoband)
Religious Leader

1

1

Attack on a religious
minority
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18

February 1

Pat Bazaar /
Hangu / KP

19

February 2

Shah Abdul
Latif Bhittai
road / Agra
Taj / Kalri PS /
Karachi /
Sindh

20

February 4

Sector 5 C-4 /
North Karachi
/ Karachi /
Sindh

21

February 4

Bara Market /
Khawaja
Ajmer Nagri
PS / Karachi /
Sindh

22

February 6

23

February 7

Khalid Bin
Waled Road /
Ferozabad PS
/ Karachi /
Sindh
North
Nazimabad /
Karachi /
Sindh

24

February 7

Lines Area /
Karachi /
Sindh

25

February 8

Nagan
Chowrangi /
New Karachi
PS / Karachi /
Sindh
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Chowrangi in North
Nazimabad Town of Karachi.
Twenty-eight Shia persons
were killed and 46 others
injured when a suicide
bomber struck outside a
mosque just after the Friday
prayers in Pat Bazaar in
Hangu Town of same District
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
A Shia man, identified as
Sarwar Hussain (38), was
killed by unidentified
assailats on Shah Abdul Latif
Bhittai road in Agra Taj
within the limits of Kalri
Police Station in Karachi.
A cadre of the ASWJ,
identified as Umair Yasir
(25), was shot dead by
unidentified assailants in
Sector 5 C-4 of North Karachi
in Karachi of Sindh.
A shopkeeper, identified as
Yasir Ahmed (35), was shot
dead in Bara Market within
the jurisdiction of the
Khawaja Ajmer Nagri Police
Station in Karachi of Sindh.
The victim belonged to the
Deoband school of thought.
A cadre of ASWJ, identified
as Ayaz, was killed on Khalid
Bin Waled Road within the
precincts of Ferozabad Police
Station.
A cadre of the ASWJ, Dr Abid
Baig (56), was killed inside
his clinic in North
Nazimabad.
A man identified as Syed
Zahid Ali Jafri (35), who was
injured on February 5, 2013
in a sectarian attack in Lines
Area died during treatment.
A cadre of ASWJ, identified
as Imran Ahmed (37), was
killed near Nagan Chowrangi
area within the jurisdiction
of New Karachi Police
Station.

28

46

Attack on Shiite
muslims
Attack on a religious
gathering

1

0

Attack on Shiite
muslims

1

0

(Attack on religious
minority – ASWJ
Sunnis)

1

0

(Attack on religious
minority – Deoband)

1

0

(Attack on religious
minority – ASWJ
Sunnis)

1

0

(Attack on religious
minority – ASWJ
Sunnis)
Attack on medical
staff

1

0

1

0

(Attack on religious
minority – ASWJ
Sunnis)
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26

February 8

Gulbahar /
Peshawar /
KP

Unidentified assailants shot
dead a senior Shia lawyer,
Malik Jarrar Hussain, in the
Gulbahar area of Peshawar.

1

0

27

February 9

Golimar /
Rizvia PS /
Karachi /
Sindh

1

0

28

February 9

1

0

Attack on academic
staff / students

29

February
10

T ground / FB
area /
Jauharabad
PS / Karachi /
Sindh
Mehtab
Chowk / Rais
Amrohi
Colony / Iqbal
Market PS /
Karachi /
Sindh

2

0

Attack on Shiite
muslims

30

February
11

Unidentified armed pillion
riders killed Syed Qamar
Raza Naqvi (32) belonging to
Shia sect near his house in
Golimar area within the
precincts of Rizvia Police
Station.
A strangulated body of
Ghausia seminary student
was found from T ground in
FB area within the limits of
Jauharabad Police Station.
A father and his son
belonging to Shia
community, identified as
Syed Anjum Abbas (51) and
Syed Asif Abbas (27), were
killed near Mehtab Chowk in
Rais Amrohi Colony within
the precincts of Iqbal Market
Police Station.
A cleric of Deoband school of
thought, identified as Qari
Muhammad Asim (40), was
killed near University of
Karachi within the precincts
of Sachal Police Station.
ASWJ spokesman Maulana
Saeed Akbar Farooqi said
that the deceased was a
sympathiser of his
organisation.
A Shia man was killed on
sectarian attack at Baloch
Goth of Orangi Town within
the precincts of Orangi Town
Police Station.
A remote-controlled bomb
targeting Shias killed 84
people including women and
children and wounded more
than 200 in Quetta, the
provincial capital of
Balochistan.
An ASWJ cadre, identified as
Haji Fayyaz (42), was shot
dead by unidentified
assailants near Farooq-e-

1

0

(Attack on religious
minority – Deoband)

University of
Karachi /
Sachal PS /
Karachi /
Sindh

31

February
15

Baloch Goth /
Orangi /
Karachi /
Sindh

32

February
16

Hazara town
/ Quetta /
Balochistan

33

February
18

Farooq-eAzam Chowk
/ Surjani
town /
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Attack on Shiite
muslims
Attack on legal staff

Religious leader

1

0

Attack on Shiite
muslims

84

169

Attack on Shiite
muslims

4

2

(Attack on religious
minority – ASWJ
Sunnis)
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Karachi /
Sindh

34

February
18

FTC flyover /
Karachi /
Sindh

35

February
18

Gulberg /
Lahore /
Punjab

36

February
19

Star Gate /
Karachi /
Sindh

37

February
20

Goth Ahmad
Din Brohi /
Jacobabad /
Sindh

38

February
21

Sidduiqe Sons
Chowrangi /
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Azam Chowk in Surjani town
within the precincts of
Sarjani Police Station. During
the protests that followed,
unidentified assailants
attacked and injured five
men, including three ASWJ
cadres, outside Jamia Masjid
Subhani in Burhan Bazaar of
Patel Para. The three ASWJ
activists, identified as Abdul
Raheem (35), Shahrum (28)
and Raju (25), died of injuries
later.
A homemade bomb went off
near the FTC flyover, where a
number of Shia community
members had been
protesting against the
Quetta carnage (February
16, 2013).
In a sectarian attack, the
Lahore General Hospital
Ophthalmology Department
head Professor Dr Ali Haider
and his son were shot dead
by two unidentified
assailants in the Gulberg
area of Lahore city (Lahore
District), the provincial
capital of Punjab.
Syed Safdar Ali Kazmi (25),
one of the people who had
become to attend the sit-in
at Star Gate in Karachi, was
on his way back home from
the demonstration when
unidentified assailants shot
him dead.
Grandson of Gaddi Nasheen
(caretaker) of Qambar
Dargah was killed and 10
people, including Sain
Hussain Shah, and another of
his grandson were injured in
a remote-controlled bomb
explosion at a religious
gathering at the Goth Ahmad
Din Brohi area of Jacobabad
District.
Maulana Dil Faraz Muawiya
(33) and Abu Bakr (25) were

0

0

Attack on Shiite
muslims

2

0

(Attack on medical
staff)

1

0

1

10

2

0

Attack on a religious
gathering
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SITE / Karachi
/ Sindh
Gaama Gali /
Rizvia Society
/ Karachi /
Sindh

39

February
21

40

February
23

41

February
23

42

February
27

A B Saniya
Lines Bazaar /
Brigade/
Karachi
/Sindh

43

February
27

Baba Morr /
North Karachi
/ Khawaja
Ajmer Nagri

44

March 1

Kochi Bazaar
/ Peshawar/
Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa

45

March 2

Green Town
/Shah Faisal /
Karachi/
Sindh

46

March 14

Qandeel
Chowk /
Gwadar
/Balochistan
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Tooba
Apartment /
Gol Masjid /
Defence
Phase-I /
Defence PS /
Karachi /
Sindh
Bhittai Colony
/ Korangi
town /
Karachi /
Sindh

shot dead near the Sidduiqe
Sons Chowrangi in SITE.
ASWJ cadre Naveed-ulRehman was shot dead
outside his residence, while
fellow party cadres Owais
and Sohail were injured in
the Gaama Gali of Rizvia
Society.
A trader belonging to Bohra
community, identified as
Mubasshir Hussain, was
killed at his shop at Tooba
Apartment near Gol Masjid,
Defence Phase-I within the
precincts of Defence Police
Station.
The cleric, (identified as Qari
Muhammad Ameen) of Bilal
Mosque, affiliated with ASWJ
was killed in Bhittai Colony
near Korangi crossing.
A person, identified as
Shabbir Ahmed (34), a cadre
of ASWJ, was killed at A B
Saniya Lines Bazaar within
the limits of Brigade Police
Station.
A Shia man, identified as
Wajid Ali (46), was killed
near Baba Morr of North
Karachi within the precincts
of Khawaja Ajmer Nagri
Police Station.
Unidentified assailants killed
a Shia trader and injured
another at a shop in Kochi
Bazaar in Peshawar, the
provincial capital of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, in the
evening.
A man affiliated with ASWJ,
Nadeem Mavia (28), was
shot dead in Green Town
within the limits of Shah
Faisal Police Station.
Two ethnic Punjabis were
shot dead by unidentified
assailants at Qandeel Chowk
in Gwadar city (Gwadar
District).

1

0

(Attack on religious
minority – ASWJ
Sunni)

1

0

Attack on religious
Minority - Bohras

1

0

Attack on a religious
leader
(Attack on religious
minority – ASWJ
Sunnis)

1

0

(Attack on religious
minority – ASWJ
Sunnis)

1

0

Attack on Shiite
muslims

1

1

Attack on Shiite
muslims

1

0

(Attack on religious
minority – ASWJ
Sunnis)

2

0
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47

March 18

Dalazak Road
/ Peshawar /
KP

48

March 20

49

March 27

50

March 29

Ayaz Medical
Store / Phool
Gali / Rizvia
area / Karachi
/ Sindh

51

April 2

Malir /
Karachi /
Sindh

52

April 7

Muhammad
Mustafa /
Karachi /
Sindh

53

April 14

Turi Bangash
/ Nazimabad
/ Karachi /
Sindh

54

April 15

Shamsi /
Pakistan
Bazaar /
Karachi /
Sindh
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Hyderi
Imambargah
/ Lasbela /
Karachi /
Sindh
Gulbahar /
Peshawar /
KP

An unidentified assailant
shot dead a Shia lawyer and
injured his assistant seriously
on Dalazak Road in
Peshawar.
A Shia man, identified as
Imran Haider Naqvi (25), was
shot dead near Hyderi
Imambargah of Lasbela area.

1

1

1

0

Attack on Shiite
muslims

A senior Federal
Government official was shot
dead, in what Police said was
an incident of sectarian
killing in the Gulbahar area
of Peshawar, the provincial
capital of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa. "Unidentified
gunmen opened fire on a
WAPDA vehicle carrying
Town-2 SDO Khawaja Imran
in the Gulbahar area," a
Police official said. Gulbahar
Police said the WAPDA
official was targeted because
he belonged to Shia sect.
A person, identified as
Kamran Hussain, a member
of the Shia community, was
shot dead in a sectarian
attack outside Ayaz Medical
Store at Phool Gali of Rizvia
area.
A Shia, identified as Syed
Ashraf Hussain Zaidi (59),
was shot dead at his general
store in Malir area.

1

0

Attack on Shiite
muslims

1

0

Attack on Shiite
muslims

1

0

Attack on Shiite
muslims

Syed Jaffar Zaidi (40), a
businessman and a Shia
community member, was
killed in Lane 7 of
Muhammad Mustafa Colony.
A Shia scholar, Allama
Ghazanfar Ali (70), was shot
dead in Turi Bangash Colony
of Nazimabad.

1

0

Attack on Shiite
muslims

1

0

An ASI, identified as Syed
Murtaza Hussain (40), was
shot dead in a targeted
attack at Shamsi area within
the jurisdiction of Pakistan
Bazaar Police Station. Police

1

0

Attack on Shiite
muslims
Attack on academic
staff/students
Attack on Shiite
muslims

Attack on Shiite
muslims
(Attack on legal staff)
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55

May 27

Nishan-eHaider Chowk
/Karachi /
Sindh

56

May 28

Imamia
Colony
/Peshawar /
Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa

57

June 11

Soldier
Bazaar
locality of
Gulshan-eIqbal /Karachi
/ Sindh

58

June 13

Disilva Town
/Karachi /
Sindh

59

June 13

Aleemabad
area / Karachi
/ Sindh

60

June 19

Khwaja Ajmer
Nagri /
Karachi /
Sindh
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said the victim belonged to
Shia community.
A Shia person, identified as
Haider Abbas (35) was shot
dead by unidentified
assailants near the Nishan-eHaider Chowk. A passerby
named Jumma also suffered
bullet wounds in the attack.
At least three persons were
killed and 14 others were
injured when a bomb
attached to a motorcycle
exploded in the Imamia
Colony in Peshawar
(Peshawar District), the
provincial capital of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa. The explosives
were planted in a motorcycle
detonated by remote
control. Most of the people
living in the area belonged to
the Shia community which
appeared to be the target of
the attack.
A person belonging to
Ahmedi community,
identified as Hamid Sami
(45), was shot dead and his
son Osama (18) and a
companion Salman Zaman
(48) were injured in a
targeted attack in Soldier
Bazaar locality of Gulshan-eIqbal area.37
A cadre of SSP, identified as
Shafiq Aka Baba was killed
and his friend, identified as
Saeedur Rehman, was
injured near Disilva Town.
A person belonging to Shia
community, identified as Ali
Abbas, was shot dead in
Aleemabad area.
A school van driver, Imran
Rizvi (35), was killed by
unidentified assailants in
Sector 5C/2 of Khwaja Ajmer
Nagri. Central District Senior
Superintendent of Police
(SSP) Amir Farooqi said the

1

0

Attack on Shiite
muslims

3

14

Attack on Shiite
muslims

1

2

Attack on a religious
minority - Ahmedis

1

1

1

0

Attack on Shiite
muslims

1

0

Attack on Shiite
muslims
Attack on academic
staff/ students
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61

June 21

Gulshan
Colony /
Peshawar /
Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa

62

June 26

Awaran /
Balochistan

63

June 30

Aliabad /
Hazara Town
/ Quetta /
Balochistan

64

July 15

Masjid Road /
Quetta /
Balochistan

65

July 22

Shahrah-eIqbal Road /
Quetta /
Balochistan

66

July 26

Parachinar /
Kurram
Agency /
FATA

67

August 2

Umar Block /
Abbasia Town
/ Rahim Yar
Khan / Punjab
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victim was a member of the
Shia community.
15 Shia persons were killed
and 25 others were injured
in a suicide attack at an
Imambargah in largely Shia
area of Gulshan Colony on
the edge of Peshawar
(Peshawar District), the
provincial capital of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa.
Unidentified assailants
abducted eight members of
Tablighi Jama'at at gunpoint
from a mosque in the Jhao
area of Awaran District.
At least 28 persons were
killed and 60 others injured
when a suicide bomber blew
himself up near an
Imambargah in Aliabad area
of Hazara Town in Quetta
(Quetta District), the
provincial capital of
Balochistan.
At least four people
belonging to the Shia
community were killed when
unidentified militants
opened fire on Raza
Hussain's vehicle on Masjid
Road area of Quetta.
Two Shia Hazaras were killed
when unidentified militants
opened fire at a taxi on
Shahrah-e-Iqbal Road in
Quetta, the provincial capital
of Balochistan.
At least 60 persons were
killed and 180 others were
injured in a coordinated twin
suicide attacks at Parachinar
in the Kurram Agency of
FATA.
Six unidentified militants
shot dead Shia Council's
Divisional President Sheikh
Manzoor Hussain and his
younger son Haider Ali while
they were leaving their
house located at Umar Block

15

25

0

0

29

60

4

2

Attack on Shiite
muslims

2

0

Attack on Shiite
muslims
(Attack on religious
minority- Hazaras)

62

180

2

0

Attack on Shiite
muslims

Attack on Shiite
muslims
Attack on a religious
leader
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68

August 13

Gulberg Town
/ Karachi /
Sindh

69

August 13

SITE Town /
Karachi /
Sindh

70

August 19

Orangi Town
/ Karachi /
Sindh

71

August 19

Saddar Town
/ Karachi /
Sindh

72

August 20

Jamshed
Town /
Karachi /
Sindh

73

August 21

Orangi Town
/ Karachi /
Sindh

75

August 23

Bhakkar
District /
Punjab
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in Abbasia Town of Rahim
Yar Khan District.
At least two people
belonging to the Ismaili
community were killed and
40 others were injured when
unidentified militants hurled
two hand grenades in
Gulberg Town of Karachi in
Sindh.
At least 2 Ismaili Shias were
injured in second hand
grenade attack Ismaili
Jama'at Khana in Metroville
area of SITE Town in Karachi
District of Sindh.
Two people, identified
Naseem Arif Siddiqui (45),
and his uncle Pervez Ali (63)
were shot dead within the
jurisdiction of Taimuria
Police Station near Masjid-eAl Huda in Orangi Town of
Karachi District. Arif was a
member of Tablighi Jama'at.
A cadre belonging to ST,
identified as Mohammad
Faisal alias Shani (30), was
shot dead within the limits of
Eidgah Police Station in
Ramswami area of Saddar
Town.
Unidentified armed
assailants opened fire and
shot dead a cadre of the ST,
identified as Faisal Qadri, in
the Martin Quarters area of
Jamshed Town.
An officer in ANF, identified
as Zahoor Ahmed Kiyani (46),
belonging to the Ahmadiyya
community, along with his
neighbour, Noorul Wahid,
were shot dead in Mujahid
Colony within the
jurisdicti48on of Orangi
Town Police Station in
Liaquatabad Town of Karachi
A clash between ASWJ and
members of Shias
community killed at least 11

2

40

Attack on Shiite
Muslims

0

2

Attack on Shiite
muslims

2

0

1

0

1

0

2

0

11

0

Attack on Shiite
muslims
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76

August 25

Gulshan
Town /
Karachi /
Sindh

77

August 26

Gulshan
Town /
Karachi /
Sindh

78

August 28

Liaquatabad
Town /
Karachi /
Sindh

79

August 29

Jamshed
Town /
Karachi /
Sindh

80

August 31

Landhi Town
/ Karachi /
Sindh

81

August 31

Orangi Town
/ Karachi /
Sindh

82

September
3

Jauhar
Complex /
University
Road /
Gulshan-e-
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people in Kotla Jam area of
Bhakkar District.
Maulana Akbar Saeed
Farooqi, spokesperson for
ASWJ, succumbed to his
injuries after getting injured
in an armed attack near
Safari Park in Gulshan Town.
A Shia man, identified as
Qamar Sajjad (55), was shot
dead in a sectarian attack on
University Road within the
remits of Aziz Bhatti Police
Station in Gulshan Town of
Karachi District.
The owner of United Book
Shop, identified as Akhtar
Hussain (40), was killed at
Urdu Bazaar in Nazimabad
area of Liaquatabad Town.
Police investigators believe
that as the victim was a
member of the Shia
community, the murder
could be sectarian in nature.
A cleric, identified as Ahmed
Nadeem Farooqi, was shot
dead inside a mosque on
Jamshed Road within the
limits of Jamshed Quarter
Police Station in Jamshed
Town.
A homeopathic doctor,
identified as Dr Syed Tahir
Hussain, was shot dead in
Khurramabad area of Landhi
Town in Karachi District, the
provincial capital of Sindh.
Police said that Tahir
belonged to Ahmadi
community.
A trustee of Salman-e-Farsi
Imambargah, identified as
Bostaan Ali, was shot dead at
Turi Bangash Colony in
Orangi Town.
A Shia driver at National
Database and Registration
Authority (NADRA),
identified as Zaheer Hussain
(45), was shot dead near
Jauhar Complex on

1

0

(Attack on religious
minority – ASWJ
Sunnis)

1

0

Attack on Shiite
muslims

1

0

Attack on Shiite
muslims

1

0

Attack on a religious
leader
Attack on a religious
gathering

1

0

Attack on medical
staff

1

0

Attack on Shia
Muslims

1

0

Attack on Shiite
muslims
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Iqbal Town /
Karachi
83

September
10

Tayyaba
Bakery / UP
Morr / New
Karachi Town
/ Karachi /
Sindh

84

September
10

Gol Market /
Nazimabad
Town /
Karachi /
Sindh

85

September
15

Super
Highway /
Sacchal PS /
Karachi /
Sindh

86

September
19

Majeed
Colony /
Landhi Town
/ Karachi /
Sindh

87

September
26

88

September
30

89

October 7
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Metroville /
Mominabad
PS / Orangi
Town /
Karachi /
Sindh
Power House
Chowrangi /
New Karachi
Town /
Karachi /
Sindh

Ath Chowk /
Lyari Town /
Karachi /
Sindh

University Road in Gulshane-Iqbal Town of Gulshan
Town of Karachi.
Two people belonging to
Bohra community, identified
as Mustansar Al (38) and his
son Mustunisa (8), were shot
dead in a targeted sectarian
attack near Tayyaba Bakery
at UP Morr in New Karachi
Town of Karachi.
A Shia scholar, identified as
Syed Raza Rizvi (45), was
shot dead in a sectarian
attack outside his house in
Gol Market area of
Nazimabad Town in Karachi.
A man belonging to the Shia
community, identified as
Badar Ali, was shot dead at
Super Highway within the
precincts of Sacchal Police
Station in Karachi.
Three Shia people were
killed and 12 others were
injured when unidentified
militants hurled hand
grenades at an Imambargah
(Shia place of congregation)
in Majeed Colony of Landhi
Town in Karachi of Sindh.
A Shia man, identified as
Haider Raza, was shot dead
within the jurisdiction of
Mominabad Police Station in
the Metroville area of Orangi
Town of Karachi.
Two people, including a Shia
property deader, identified
as Hassan Ali, and his driver
Majeed Rehman, were shot
dead in a sectarian attack
near Power House
Chowrangi in New Karachi
Town of Sindh.
A man was killed in a
sectarian target killing at Ath
Chowk in Lyari Town of
Karachi in Sindh. According
to Police, the killing was of a
sectarian nature.

2

0

(Attack on religious
minority – Bohras)

1

0

Attack on Shiite
muslims
Attack on academic
staff/students

1

0

Attack on Shiite
muslims

3

12

Attack on Shiite
muslims
Attack on a religious
gathering

1

0

Attack on Shiite
muslims

2

0

Attack on Shiite
muslims

1

0
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October 13

Chaba Gali /
Jodia Bazaar /
Saddar Town
/ Karachi /
Sindh

91

October 15

Gulberg /
Karachi /
Sindh

92

October 24

Ittehad Town
/ Baldia Town
/ Karachi /
Sindh

93

October 26

QuettaTaftan
Highway /
Mastung /
Balochistan

94

November
1

Mach / Bolan
/ Balochistan

95

November
1

Mominabad
PS / Orangi
Town /
Karachi /
Sindh

122 | P a g e

A trader belonging to the
Bohra community, identified
as Uzeefa (30), was shot
dead and his nephew,
Muhammad Dani (12), was
injured in a sectarian attack
at a shop in the Chaba Gali
area of Jodia Bazaar in
Saddar Town of Karachi in
Sindh.
A local leader of ASWJ, Abdul
Hameed (42), the front
organisation of SSP, was shot
dead in Gulberg area of
Karachi in Sindh.
A Shia man, identified as Ali
Raza (32), succumbed to his
injuries during medical
treatment. Raza was injured
in a firing incident in Ittehad
Town area of Baldia Town on
October 21, 2013.
At least two soldiers were
killed when car bomb hit a
FC van escorting a bus of
Shia pilgrims in Dringarh area
on the main Quetta-Taftan
Highway of Mastung District.
Frontier Corps and
Balochistan Levies convoys
were escorting five
passenger buses of Shia
pilgrims on the highway
when they found a
suspected car parked on the
road.
Unidentified militants shot
dead at least six Hazara Shia
coal miners and injured
another in a sectarian attack
in Mach town of Bolan
District in Balochistan.
A man belonging to the
Ahmadi community,
identified as Bashir Ahmed
(50), was killed while four
others were injured in a
sectarian attack within the
jurisdiction of Mominabad
Police Station in Orangi Town
of Karachi.

1

1

(Attack on religious
minority – Bohras)

1

0

(Attack on religious
minorities – ASWJ
Sunnis)

1

0

Attack on Shiite
muslims

2

0

6

0

Attack on Shiite
muslims
(Attack on religious
minorities –Hazaras)

1

4

Attack on religious
minority
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November
4

FC Area /
Liaquatabad
Town /
Karachi /
Sindh

97

November
4

Garam
Chashma /
Manghopir /
Gadap Town /
Karachi /
Sindh

98

November
4

99

November
4

100

November
5

Liberty
Chowk / Tariq
Road /
Jamshed
Town /
Karachi /
Sindh
Gulshan-eIqbal /
Gulshan
Town /
Karachi /
Sindh
Akhtar
Colony /
Mehmoodab
ad / Karachi

101

November
5

Defence
Phase 1 /
Gold Mark
Mall / Karachi

102

November
5

Driving
License
Branch /
Korangi Town
/ Karachi
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Two people, including a
tailor from the Shia
community, identified as
Nadeem Raza, was shot dead
along with his friend, Shoaib,
while three others were
injured in an attack in the FC
Area of Liaquatabad Town of
Karachi.
A medical technician at the
Leprosy Hospital, identified
as Sher Ali, was shot dead in
a sectarian attack in the
Garam Chashma area of
Manghopir in Gadap Town of
Karachi.
A Shia doctor, identified as
Doctor Naseem Abbas, was
shot dead near Liberty
Chowk on Tariq Road in the
Jamshed Town of Karachi.

2

3

Attack on Shiite
muslims

1

0

(Attack on medical
staff)

1

0

Attack on Shiite
muslims
(Attack on medical
staff)

A Shia man, identified as
Muhammad Shan, was shot
dead in the Gulshan-e-Iqbal
area of Gulshan Town in
Karachi.

1

0

Attack on Shiite
muslims

Two cadres belonging to
ASWJ, identified as Mufti
Tariq Shah (30), and Yar
Muhammad (34), were shot
dead by unidentified
assailants in Akhtar Colony of
Mehmoodabad.
An activist of ASWJ,
identified as Muhammad Jan
(24), was shot dead in a
drive-by shooting in Defence
Phase 1 near Gold Mark
Mall.
A cadre of the ASWJ,
identified as Muhammad
Riaz (32), and a party
supporter, identified as
Muhammad Ramzan, were
shot dead near the Driving
License Branch Korangi
Town.

2

0

(Attack on religious
minorities – ASWJ
Sunnis)

1

0

(Attack on religious
minorities – ASWJ
Sunnis)

2

0

(Attack on religious
minorities – ASWJ
Sunnis)
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103

November
5

Ali Mosque /
Karachi

A supporter of ASWJ was
shot dead near Ali Mosque.

1

0

104

November
5

Korangi Town
/ Karachi

1

1

105

November
5

Quaid
mausoleum /
Numaish /
Karachi

1

0

Attack on academic
staff/students

106

November
5

Mazar-eQuaid /
Karachi

0

1

Attack on academic
staff/students

107

November
6

1

0

Attack on Shiite
muslims

108

November
9

Malir /
Khokhrapar
PS / Malir
Town /
Karachi /
Sindh
Gujranwala
town /
Gujranwala
Punjab

3

0

Attack on a religious
leader

109

November
15

A van driver and an ASWJ
cadre, identified as Abdur
Razzaq, in Korangi Town. A
passerby, identified as Noor
Hashim, was also injured in
the attack.
A student of Jamia Binoria
seminary, identified as Ziaur-Rehman, was shot dead
outside the Quaid
mausoleum near Numaish.
A student of the Jamia
Binoria seminary, identified
as Misbahullah (25), had
been shot and injured near
Mazar-e-Quaid by two
unidentified assailants.
An elderly man belonging to
Shia community was killed in
a firing incident in Malir
locality within the limits of
Khokhrapar Police Station in
Malir Town.
Unidentified gunmen
opened fire as Muhammad
Yousuf, the prayer leader of
the Qasr-i-Abu Talib
Imambargah in Mominpura
area, had just finished
leading Fajr prayers. Yousuf
and another person present
at the mosque died on the
spot. A short while later,
gunmen entered the Qasr-iZainabiya Imambargah in
Shahrukh Colony located a
short distance from the first
mosque and opened
indiscriminate firing, killing
worshiper Syed Javed on the
spot.
At least 10 persons were
killed and over 78 injured
after sectarian clashes
erupted at a 10th of
Muharram (the mourning
period observed by the
Shias, commemorating the
tragedy of Karbala)

10

78

Attack on Shiite
muslims
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Fawara
Chowk /
Rawalpindi /
Punjab

(Attack on religious
minorities – ASWJ
Sunnis)
(Attack on religious
minorities – ASWJ
Sunnis)
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110

November
19

Gujrat town /
Gujrat /
Punjab

111

November
22

Baraf Khana
Chowk /
Rawalpindi /
Punjab

112

November
22

Gulberg Town
/ Karachi /
Sindh

113

November
24

Quetta /
Balochistan

114

November
25

Karachi /
Sindh

115

November
28

Karachi /
Sindh

116

November
29

Karachi /
Sindh

117

December
1

Karachi /
Sindh
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procession near Fawara
Chowk in Rawalpindi of
Punjab.
LeJ militants killed a senior
Shia university director, Syed
Shabir Hussain Shah, along
with his driver in an
apparent sectarian attack in
Gujrat town of same District.
A Shia man, identified as
Razzaq Ali, was shot dead by
two unidentified armed
assailants at a grocery shop
in front of Imambargah
Qasr-e-Abbas near Baraf
Khana Chowk in Rawalpindi
District.
At least seven people were
killed and 40 others were
injured in twin suicide blasts
near a roadside tea stall in
Shia dominated Ancholi area
of Gulberg Town in Karachi.
A Hazara Shia man, identified
as Arif Hussain, was shot
dead in a targeted sectarian
attack on Kirani Road in
Quetta.
Two people, including a Shia
man, identified as Munir
Hussain (43), and his wife,
Razia Hussain (40), were
killed near Sanobar Cottage
within the jurisdiction of
New Karachi Police Station in
North Karachi area of North
Nazimabad Town in Karachi.
A cadre of ASWJ, identified
as Muhammad Shabbir (40),
was shot dead in a drive-by
shooting in Mehmoodabad
area of Jamshed Town in
Karachi.
A student of the University
of Karachi, identified as
Shadab Hussain (27) was
shot dead near Maskan
Chowrangi in Gulshan-eIqbal area of Gulshan Town
in Karachi.
Two brothers belonging to
the Shia community,

2

0

Attack on academic
staff/students

1

0

Attack on Shiite
muslims

9

40

Attack on Shiite
muslims

1

0

Attack on Shiite
muslims
(Attack on religious
minorities – Hazaras)

2

0

Attack on Shiite
muslims

1

0

(Attack on religious
minorities – ASWJ
Sunnis)

1

0

Attack on Academic
staff/students

2

0

Attack on Shiite
muslims
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118

December
3

Karachi /
Sindh

119

December
3

Karachi /
Sindh

120

December
3

North
Nazimabad
Town /
Karachi

121

December
6

Karachi /
Sindh

122

December
6

Lahore /
Punjab

123

December
8

Karachi /
Sindh
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identified as Mudabar Raza
(35) and Haider Raza (33),
were shot dead in a sectarian
attack on the New M.A
Jinnah Road in Jamshed
Town of Karachi.
Two persons, including a
cadre of ASWJ identified as
Mufti Ahmed and Dr Usman,
were shot dead when
unidentified armed
assailants opened fire on a
clinic in Federal B Area of
Gulberg Town in Karachi.
Three members of the
Tablighi Jama'at were shot
dead and two others were
injured in a targeted
attacked in North
Nazimabad.
Three members of the
Tablighi Jama'at were shot
dead and two others were
injured in a targeted
attacked in North Nazimabad
Town of Karachi.
At least three ASWJ cadres,
identified as two brothers
Talib Ahmed and Kashif
Ahmed, and third identified
as Shahid, were killed and
one injured when
unidentified armed
assailants opened fire at an
eatery near Maskan
chowrangi in Gulshan-e-Iqbal
area of Gulshan Town in
Karachi.
The provincial head of ASWJ,
identified as Maulana
Shamsur Rehman Muawiya,
was shot dead in an incident
of target killing on Ravi Road
in Lahore District.
A Shia man, identified as
Syed Iftikhar Abbas Rizvi
(42), was shot dead near
Babulilm Imambargah in Five
Star Chowrangi within the
remits of Hyderi Police
Station in North Nazimabad
Town of Karachi.

2

0

(Attack on religious
minorities – ASWJ
Sunnis)

3

2

Attack on religious
minority – T. J.

3

2

Attack on religious
minority – T. J.

3

1

(Attack on religious
minorities – ASWJ
Sunnis)

1

0

(Attack on religious
minorities – ASWJ
Sunnis)
Attack on a religious
leader

1

0

Attack on Shiite
muslims
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125

December
11

December
15

Karachi /
Sindh

Lahore /
Punjab

126

December
17

Rawalpindi /
Punjab

127

December
18

Karachi /
Sindh

128

December
24

Orangi Town
/ Karachi /
Sindh

129

December
28

Gulshan
Town /
Karachi /
Sindh

130

December
29

Gulshan
Town /
Karachi /
Sindh
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An ASWJ prayer leader of the
Shah Faisal Masjid, identified
as Qari Mohammad Usman
(40), was shot dead near
Disco Bakery in Gulshan-eIqbal within the precincts of
Gulshan-e-Iqbal Police
Station in Gulshan Town.
A Shia leader associated with
TNFJ Nasir Abbas was shot
dead near FC College in
Lahore.

1

0

Four persons, including a SI,
were killed while 13 others
were injured when a suicide
bomber blew himself up in a
sectarian attack outside an
Imambargah in Gracy Line
area near airport in
Rawalpindi District.
A woman, identified Nasreen
(45), was killed and her
daughter-in-law, Azra, was
injured when a low-intensity
explosion took place near
Imambargah on Khalid Bin
Waleed Road in Ferozabad
area of Jamshed Town in
Karachi.
Four IED blasts killed four
people including two
teenagers and injured 23
others on Chehlum
procession in Orangi Town of
Karachi.
At least two people were
killed and another one was
injured when unidentified
militants opened fire at the
vehicle of MWM Shia leader
Mirza Yousuf in Gulistan-eJauhar area of Gulshan
Town.
Three Shia MWM activists,
identified as Safdar Abbas
and Abdul Aleem, and Syed
Ali Shah, were shot dead,
while a female companion,
Sakeena, sustained injuries
when unidentified armed
assailants opened fire

5

13

1

1

(Attack on religious
minorities – ASWJ
Sunnis)
Attack on a religious
leader

1

0

Attack on Shiite
muslims
Attack on a religious
leader

Attack on Shia
Muslims
Attack on a religious
gathering

4

23

Attack on a religious
gathering

2

3

Attack on Shiite
muslims
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131

December
30

Rawalpindi /
Punjab

targeting their cab while
they were returning after
filing their nomination
papers at the ECO on Dalmia
Road in Gulistan-e-Jauhar
area of Gulshan Town.
Two Police Officers were
killed and another injured in
a firing incident outside an
Imambargah in Race Course
area of Rawalpindi District.
The officers were deployed
for the security of the
Imambargah.

Total

2

1

558

917

Sectarian Violence in Pakistan 2012
Incident
#

Date

District

Incident Report

1

January 5

Nawan Killi /
Quetta

2

January 7

Surjani Town
/ Karachi /
Sindh

3

January 15

Khanpur /
Rahim Yar
Khan / Punjab

4

January 15

Jam colony
Imambargah
/ Quetta

One ASI, Ghulam Raza
Bangash, was shot dead by
unidentified militants in
Nawan Killi area of Quetta. It
is believed to be a sectarian
attack.
A Shia man, identified as
Syed Qalb-e-Abbas Rizvi,
who was also the member of
MQM Elders Committee
succumbed to his injuries.
Surjani Police said that the
victim had been shot and
injured on January 7 by
unidentified armed
assailants while at a general
store in Surjani Town.
At least 18 people, belonging
to the Shia sect, were killed
while 30 others were
wounded when a bomb
exploded near a procession
marking Arbain or the
chehlum (40th day) of Hazrat
Imam Hussain's martyrdom
in Khanpur city of Rahim Yar
Khan District.
In a sectarian killing incident,
a security guard, identified
as Musa Khan, was shot dead
by unidentified armed
militants in Jam colony
Imambargah in Quetta.
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Killed

Injured

Coding

1

0

1

0

Attack on Shiite
muslims

21

27

Attack on Shiite
muslims

1

0
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5

January 24

Pan Mandi
Jodia Bazaar /
Risala PS /
Karachi /
Sindh

6

January 25

AG Office /
Quetta /
Balochistan

7

January 25

Maulana Din
Muhammad
Wafai Road /
Karachi /
Sindh

8

January 28

Gulberg /
Karachi /
Sindh

9

January 28

Grid Road /
Dera Ismail
Khan / KP

10

January 29

Usmanabad /
Garden PS /
Karachi /
Sindh

11

January 30

Ancholi /
Karachi /
Sindh
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Unidentified assailants shot
dead two cadres, identified
as Muhammad Ali alias
Mama, (33), and Muhammad
Nauman, (22), belonging to
ASWJ, near Pan Mandi Jodia
Bazaar within the precincts
of Risala Police Station in
Karachi. The Police claimed
that it was a sectarian killing.
An Inspector of the FIA,
Walayat Hussain, Quetta
television artiste Abid
Hussain Nazish and
Mohammad Anwar Hussain,
an accounts officer at the
Balochistan Accountant
General's Office, were shot
dead by unidentified armed
assailants in a sectarian
attack in Quetta.
Unidentified assailants shot
dead three members of the
Shia Lawyers' Forum on
Maulana Din Muhammad
Wafai Road of Karachi in
Sindh.
A former trustee of Aal-Aba
Imambargah, identified as
Jaffar Mohsin Rizvi (60), was
shot dead in the Gulberg
area of Karachi.
A Policeman, identified as
Jehangir, was killed when
heavily armed militants fired
at him on Grid Road, in Dera
Ismail Khan District. One of
the suspected militants was
killed in retaliation. DIG Syed
Imtiaz said that the incident
was a "sectarian violence."
Two activists of ST, identified
as Sohail Ahmed and Saleem
Qadri, were shot dead in an
incident of sectarian killing
near their party's office in
Usmanabad area within the
precincts of Garden Police
Station in Karachi.
A Shia man, identified as
Syed Taseer Abbas Zaidi (24),
was shot dead by

2

0

3

0

3

0

Attack on Shiite
muslims
Attack on legal staff

1

0

Attack on Shiite
Muslims

2

0

2

0

1

0

(Attack on religious
minorities – ASWJ
Sunnis)

Attack on Shiite
muslims
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12

January 31

Malir railway
crossing /
Saudabad PS
/ Karachi /
Sindh

13

January 31

Mughal
Hazara Goth /
Karachi /
Sindh

14

February 1

Bypass road /
Hangu / KP

15

February 6

Mansehra
town /
Manshera
District / KP

16

February 6

Kalar Abadi /
Gujranwala /
Punjab

17

February 7

Surjani Town
/ Karachi /
Sindh

18

February
17

Kurmi bazaar
/ Parachinar /
Kurram
Agency /
FATA
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unidentified assailants in
Ancholi area of Karachi.
Doctor Ashfaq Ahmed Qazi
was shot dead in a sectarian
attack near Malir railway
crossing within the precinct
of Saudabad Police Station in
Karachi.
Naeem Abbas (25) was
standing in Mughal Hazara
Goth of Karachi when
unidentified militants
opened fire on him, injuring
him seriously. Police said
that the victim belonged to
the Shia community.
A prominent member of
Sunni Supreme Council and
secretary general of a
welfare organisation, Khalid,
was killed by unidentified
militants on the bypass road
in Hangu District.
A man was shot dead and 14
others were injured as two
rival sectarian groups
clashed during Eid Miladun
Nabi (celebration of the birth
anniversary of Prophet
Muhammad) in Mansehra
town of Manshera District of
KP.
Seven persons were injured
in firing between two groups
during an Eid Milad-un-Nabi
procession organised in Kalar
Abadi area of Gujranwala
District.
A local leader of the ASWJ,
identified as Qari Asghar,
was shot dead in the Surjani
Town Police limits of Karachi
in Sindh.
At least 40 Shias were
reportedly killed while 24
others injured, after a suicide
bomber detonated his
explosives just near the
targeted mosque in the
Kurmi bazaar of Parachinar,
the main town of Kurram
Agency in FATA.
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Kohistan / KP
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Kurram
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FATA
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Shahu Square
/ Mohallah
Sangerh /
Hangu / KP
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Tambo /
Kohlu /
Balochistan

23
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Kasi Road /
Quetta /
Balochistan
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Malir City /
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Dasht /
Mastung /
Balochistan
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Armed militants dressed in
military uniforms killed at
least 18 Shias, all men, from
Gilgit-Baltistan, on the
Karakoram Highway in
Kohistan District while they
were returning in a convoy
from a pilgrimage in Iran.
Two people were killed and
20 others injured when a
bomb ripped through a bus
near Sadda town in Kurram
Agency. One official
requesting anonymity said
the victims were from the
Shia community.
Unidentified motorcycle
borne assailants shot dead
one Zakir Ali, chief of Shia
Peace Committee, at Shahu
Square in Mohallah Sangerh
of Hangu District in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa.
At least three devotees,
including a tribal leader,
were killed and nine others,
including women and
children, sustained injuries
when their vehicle, owned
by local tribal leader
Muhammad Nawaz, was
attacked by a group of
unidentified militants in
Tambo tehsil of Kohlu
District.
A religious scholar, identified
as Qari Abdul Basit, was shot
dead by unidentified
assailants on Kasi Road area
of the Quetta.
Former President of Malir
Bar Association Salahuddin
Jaffery (64), and his son,
identified as Ali Raza Jaffery
(35), were shot dead in the
fresh spate of sectarian
target killing within the
jurisdiction of Malir City
Police Station in Karachi.
Two people, identified as
Jawad Ahmed and Khadem
Hussain, belonging to the
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Spiny Road /
Quetta /
Balochistan

27

April 3

Gilgit city /
GilgitBaltistan
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Mecongi
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Quetta /
Balochistan
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Saryab Road /
Quetta /
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Hazara community, were
injured when the car they
were riding was attacked by
unidentified assailants in a
suspected incidents of
sectarian violence near
Dasht area in Mastung
District.
At least five Hazaras were
killed and seven others
injured when unidentified
militants opened fire on their
car on Spiny Road in Quetta
in a suspected sectarian
attack.
As many as 20 people lost
their lives and another 55
were injured in a fresh wave
of sectarian violence across
Gilgit-Baltistan, which
erupted after clashes
between ASWJ and Police in
which five persons were
killed in Gilgit city.
Two persons, Akbar Ali and
Ali Raza, were shot dead by
unidentified assailants in an
incident of sectarian violence
on Mecongi Road of Quetta,
the provincial capital of
Balochistan.
A seminary teacher, Naeem
Sheikh (55), was also shot
dead in an act of "sectarian"
killing in Sector L-1 near the
Maymarabad Mosque in
Surjani Town of Karachi in
Sindh.
Maulana Mohammad Qasim
Sasoli, a prayer leader
belonging to the Jamiat
Ulema-e-Pakistan (Noorani
group), was shot dead on
Saryab Road of Quetta.
A prayer leader, Arif Ejaz
Khan, was shot dead outside
a mosque situated in Akbar
Baloch Goth in Steel Town of
Karachi in a drive-by
shooting.
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Ghazi Town
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Sindh
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/ Karachi /
Sindh
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Prince Road /
Quetta /
Balochistan
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Shahrah-eIqbal / Quetta
/ Balochistan

36
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Archer Road /
Quetta /
Balochistan
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Sattar Road /
Quetta /
Balochistan
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Zai / Quetta /
Balochistan
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Quivery Road
/ Quetta /
Balochistan
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A seminary student,
Mohammad Daud (17) was
shot dead in Ghazi Town of
Karachi.
Sarwar Bahadur, a leader of
the ASWJ, formerly known as
banned SSP, was injured
when armed militants shot
at him on Lasbela Road of
Karachi.
Six Shia persons belonging to
the Hazara community were
killed and three others were
injured when armed
militants opened fire at a
cobblers shop on Prince
Road in Quetta.
Unidentified militants
opened fire on a tea store on
Shahrah-e-Iqbal area of
Quetta, killing a man on the
spot and injuring the owner
of the store identified as
Sakhi Dad.
Armed assailants attacked
another shop on Archer
Road of Quetta, killing two
people belonging to the
Hazara community, Nor Ali
and Nor Ahmed on the spot.
Targeted killings in Quetta
continued as another
member of the Hazara
community, identified as
Mohammad Ali Hazara, was
shot dead by unidentified
armed militants while he was
sitting outside a shop on
Abdul Sattar Road after
Friday prayers.
Unidentified assailants
opened fire on a taxi, killing
six Shia persons of Hazara
community on Brewery Road
in Killi Ibrahim Zai area of
Quetta. Later, they shot and
killed another two Shias in a
rickshaw in the same area.
Unidentified armed militants
opened fire on a tyre shop
on Quivery Road in Quetta
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Brewery Road
/ Quetta /
Balochistan
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Road /
Quetta /
Balochistan
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Arawali Sakhi
Ahmed Shah
/ Kurram
Agency /
FATA
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Dasht /
Mastung /
Balochistan
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Chamcha
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Orangi Town
/ Karachi /
Sindh

45

May 10

Site B Police
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Karachi /
Sindh
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May 13

Rangoonwala
Hall / Dhoraji
/ Karachi /
Sindh
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killing one Hazara, identified
as Salam Ali.
Two Shia Hazaras, Baban Ali
and Hussain Ali, were killed
on Brewery Road of Quetta
in Balochistan in a spate of
sectarian killing.
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A man, identified as Sajjad
Ali, belonging to the Hazara
community was shot at and
injured on McCongy Road in
Quetta in a sectarian attack.
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Nine Shias, including four
women, sustained injuries
when unidentified militants
ambushed a passenger van
at Arawali Sakhi Ahmed Shah
village in Lower Kurram
Agency.
Unidentified armed militants
shot dead a Hazara man,
identified as Muhammad Ali,
in Dasht area of Mastung
District.
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A Shia man and an activist of
MQM (secular party – Urdu
speaking Muhajir) , identified
as Mirza Sarfaraz (38), was
shot dead by two
unidentified armed
assailants near Chamcha
Hotel in Orangi Town within
the limits of Orangi Town
Police Station in Karachi.
A Shia man, Syed Zain
Hassan (24), was shot dead
at Labour Square, Site within
the jurisdiction of Site B
Police Station in Karachi.
Four unidentified armed
assailants attacked
prominent Deobandi
religious leader and scholar
Maulana Aslam
Sheikhupuri's car in a
sectarian target killing near
the Rangoonwala Hall in
Dhoraji area killing him and
his driver.
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May 13

Bhutto Nagar
/ Karachi /
Sindh

Two dead bodies of Hazara
men, identified as Bahadur
Khan (36) and Shay Shah
Faisal, were found in Bhutto
Nagar area.
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Quetta /
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May 24

Killi Chakar /
Sariab Road /
Quetta /
Balochistan

A Shia man, identified as
Syed Mehdi Raza (32), was
killed in a targeted sectarian
attack near the Inquiry Office
in Nazimabad area while he
was going to offer prayers at
Jamia Imamia Imambargah.
Two brothers belonging to
Hazara community,
identified as Muhammad
Tahir and Muhammad Qadir,
were shot dead in front of
the regional passport office
on Joint Road in Quetta.
Two Police constables,
Ghulam Murtaza and
Sanaullah, belonging to Shia
sect, were shot dead and
another two, ASI
Muhammad Hussain and
Constable Deen Muhammad,
were injured in a targeted
sectarian attack in the Sardar
Karez area of Eastern Bypass
in Quetta.
A member of the Shia Hazara
community, identified as
Amir Muhammad, was killed
in Killi Chakar area of Sariab
Road in Quetta.
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May 30

Joint Road /
Quetta /
Balochistan

Three Shias were killed and
another six injured when
unidentified militants
ambushed a Peshawarbound bus in Charkhel village
of Parachinar in Kurram
Agency.
Two Shias, identified as Syed
Mehdi Raza (35) and Ahmer
Raza (22), were killed in a
sectarian target killing in the
Hariana Colony of Orangi
Town in Karachi of Sindh.
A man belonging to Hazara
community, identified as Ali
Muhammad, was shot dead
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Attack on Shiite
muslims
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near a roadside hotel on
Joint Road in Quetta in a
sectarian attack.
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Sariab Road /
Quetta /
Balochistan
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Essa Khan
Road /
Quetta /
Balochistan
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Ayesha
Manzil /
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Karachi

58

June 11

Dringarh /
Mastung /
Balochistan
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Quetta /
Balochistan
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Hazar Ganji /
Quetta /
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Unidentified militants killed a
person of the Hazara
community, Muhammad Ali,
and another injured near a
bus stop on Sariab Road in
Quetta.
At least six persons, including
four Shias and a policeman,
were killed and another
Policeman injured when a
group of unidentified
assailants attacked a welding
shop on Essa Khan Road in
Quetta of Balochistan.
One Adnan (26) was killed in
an act of sectarian killing at
Ayesha Manzil in the limits of
Azizabad Police Station in
Karachi while he was going
to Madni Mosque with his
friend Tahir.
At least six people were
killed and over two dozen
people were injured when a
remote-controlled bomb
hidden in a motorcycle
exploded near a bus in the
Dringarh area of Mastung
District in a suspected
sectarian attack.
At least five students and
one professor were killed,
while around 30 were
injured when a powerful
blast occurred near an IT
University located in Jinnah
Town of Quetta, the
provincial capital of
Balochistan. LeJ claimed the
responsibility for the attack.
The bus was carrying Shia
students.
At least 15 persons, including
two policemen and a
woman, were killed and 30
others, including women and
children, sustained injuries in
a suicide attack on a bus of
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Kuchlak /
Quetta /
Balochistan
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/ Sariab /
Quetta
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Quetta /
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Quarry Road
/ Quetta /
Balochistan

137 | P a g e

pilgrims coming from Iran, at
Hazar Ganji area of Quetta.
At least three persons,
including a local government
assistant director, were shot
dead in a sectarian attack in
Kuchlak, some 25 kilometres
from the provincial capital of
Balochistan, Quetta.
A religious scholar, Maulvi
Abdul Qasim, hailing from
Sunni school of thought was
shot dead in Musa Colony in
Sariab locality in Quetta in a
suspected incident of
sectarian killing.
Two bodies, including that of
an Imambargah leader, were
recovered in Mian Gundi
area, an outskirt of Quetta,
the provincial capital of
Balochistan. A slip was found
from one of the body in
which LeJ claimed the
responsibility of the killings.
At least 12 Shiite Muslims
were killed when a roadside
bomb hit their minibus at
Spai village in the Orakzai
Agency of FATA.
One militant was killed in
Quetta, the provincial capital
of Balochistan. Two
unidentified armed militants
opened fire on the Deputy
Director of Schools, Abrar
Hussain, belonging to the
Shia Hazara community,
injuring him and his
colleague on Shahwakshah
Road, but despite having
been hit by three bullets, the
officer retaliated and hit one
of them with his car, killing
one militant on the spot.
Unidentified militant opened
fire on a veterinary store at
Quarry Road in Quetta and
killed a veterinary doctor
identified as Dr Noor Ali,
belonging to the Hazara
community.
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Mastung
District

68

August 13
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FATA
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Manshera /
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Sariab /
Quetta /
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Unidentified assailants killed
a prayer leader of Killi Bacha
Jama Mosque, Abdul
Hakeem, at Killi Karak area of
Mastung District in
Balochistan.
A member of a Tablighi
Jamaat was killed and
another injured when
unidentified assailants
attacked them inside a
mosque in the border area of
Saro Wano in Bajaur Agency
of FATA.
Militants forced passengers
to step out of three buses in
the Lulusar area of Manshera
District in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and shot dead
25 of them in an apparent
sectarian attack.
As many as three Shias were
shot dead on Arbab Karam
Khan Road in the Sariab
Police Station area of
Quetta, the provincial capital
of Balochistan.
Two persons lost their lives
and 18 others sustained
injuries after a roadside
bomb went off when
participants were on their
way to Youm-e-Quds rally
near Safari Park on
University Road in Karachi,
the provincial capital of
Sindh.
A young man Abbas Raza,
son of Aqeel Raza, belonging
to the Shia sect was gunned
down in a targeted killing
incident in Petal Wali Gali
within Gulbahar Police limits
of Karachi.
Unidentified men barged
into Taqwa Mosque in
Gulberg area of Karachi and
shot injured two members
Qari Asif and Qari Shakirullah
of the mosque committee
who succumbed to their
injuries later.
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North Karachi
/ Karachi /
Sindh
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Disco Mor /
North Karachi
/ Karachi /
Sindh
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Gulberg /
Samanabad
PS / Karachi /
Sindh
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Baitul
Mukaram
Mosque /
Aziz Bhatti PS
/ Karachi /
Sindh
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Rizvia Society
/ Rizvia PS /
Karachi
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Baldia Town /
Baldia PS /
Karachi
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Killi Mubarak
area / Spiny
Road /
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Three Deobandi were shot
dead in Sector 5C-4 of North
Karachi. Police said Maulana
Muhammad Yahya, Faizan
Ilyas and Mujahid Aleem
were sitting outside their
house when gunmen, riding
motorcycles, opened fire on
them.
Armed motorcyclists opened
fire at a teashop in Disco
Mor of North Karachi, killing
five Deobandi. Police said
the victims were identified
as Hafiz Syed Sharjeel Ali,
Noor Rasheed, Zahoor
Ahmed, Shaukat and Atif Ali.
A Deobandi, identified as
Qari Ahsan, was also gunned
down in Gulberg in the limits
of Samanabad Police Station
in Karachi.
A man from the Deoband
school of thought was killed
near Baitul Mukaram
Mosque, in the vicinity of
Aziz Bhatti Police Station, in
Karachi. Identity of the
deceased could not be
ascertained until the filing of
this report.
A Shia man, identified as
Syed Faraz (25), affiliated
with MWM was killed at
Rizvia Society within the
limits of Rizvia Police Station.
Police suspected that he was
killed over sectarian bias.
A Policeman belonging to the
Shia community, identified
as Gohar Abbas (48), was
shot dead in Baldia Town
within the jurisdiction of
Balida Police Station.
Three men, identified as
Habibullah, Muhammad Ali
and Mustafa, belonging to
Hazara community were shot
dead and two others,
including a two-year-old
child passing by, sustained
critical injuries in a sectarian
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Mengal Road
/ Quetta

82

September
1

Sabzi Mandi /
Hazar Ganji
area / Quetta
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Quetta
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/ Quetta /
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attack at Killi Mubarak
Chowk on Spiny Road in
Quetta.
Three people, including a
Session Judge, identified as
Zulfiqar Naqvi, his guard and
driver were shot dead by
unidentified armed militants
in a sectarian attack on
Munir Mengal Road in
Quetta while he was going to
his office.
Unidentified armed militants
ambushed a vehicle carrying
five passengers and killed all
of them near Sabzi Mandi in
Hazar Ganji area of the
District.
Two Shias were shot dead by
unidentified militants in
Hazar Ganji area of Quetta.
Two Shia men were killed
and 10 others were injured
while protesting against the
killing of Shias in Quetta.
A dentist, identified as
Niamatullah, belonging to
Hazara-Shia community was
killed when unidentified
armed militants opened
indiscriminate fire on
Shaukat Clinic on Kinrani
Road in Quetta. No group
has claimed responsibility for
the killing.
A Government schoolteacher
belonging to the Ahmadi
community, identified as
Abdul Ghaffar (35), was shot
dead in Gulistan Colony
within the limits of
Chakiwara Police Station.
At least 15 Shias were killed
and 40 others injured in a
suspected sectarian suicide
attack in a crowded Hamid
Market in Kashmir Chowk
area of Parachinar town, the
headquarter of Kurram
Agency. There was no
immediate claim of
responsibility.
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Three Shia Muslim pilgrims
were killed and a dozen
wounded in a roadside bomb
attack on a passenger bus
carrying in Mastung District.
Six security personnel who
were assigned to provide
security to the bus also
received injuries.
At least seven people
belonging to the Dawoodi
Bohra community were killed
and 22 others injured in twin
bomb blasts on a road
between two apartment
buildings - Qasr-e-Kutbuddin
and Burhani Bagh - in Block C
of North Nazimabad,
commonly called Bohra
Compound.
The former Ahmadi
legislator, Malik Atta (60),
was shot dead in
Mehmoodabad within the
precincts of Baloch Colony
Police Station.
A Shia, identified as Ali
Hassan (26), was shot dead
in Chishti Nagar within the
vicinity of Orangi Town
Police.
A Shia man, identified as
Ghulam Shaki, was shot dead
by unidentified armed
militants at a shop in
Langove Plaza in Double
Road area of Quetta. He
worked for Geological Survey
of Pakistan.
Another Shia man, identified
as Gulab Shah, was shot
dead at a photocopy shop in
Goal Masjid area of Satellite
Town in Quetta.
one Qasim Raza (35) was
shot dead near Ayesha
Manzil by armed militants
wielding automatic weapons
The caretaker of the Wali
Hassan Imambargah,
Shabeer Hussain (40), was
shot dead just outside the
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Tipu Sultan /
Karachi
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September
30

Anda Morr /
New Karachi /
Karachi

98

October 4

Nashter Road
/ Karachi /
Sindh

99

October 5

Landhi /
Karachi /
Sindh

100

October 7

Musa Colony
/ Quetta /
Balochistan

101

October 8

Nazimabad /
Karachi /
Sindh

102

October 8

Orangi Town
/ Karachi /
Sindh

103

October 12

Durrani /
Kurram
Agency /
FATA
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Imambargah in North
Karachi within the Bilal
Colony Police jurisdiction
One ASWJ cadre, Maulana
Kaleemullah, was shot dead
unidentified assailants in the
Tipu Sultan area while he
was on his way home.
A supporter of ASWJ who
was barber by profession,
identified as Sultan, was shot
dead at his shop near Anda
Morr in New Karachi.
The bullet-riddled dead body
of a trustee of the
Imambargah Bara Imam,
identified as Qamar Allah
Ditta (43), was found from
his car on Nashter Road
within the precincts of
Garden Police Station.
A cadre of ST as well as
Dawat-e-Islami, identified as
Fida Ali (23), was shot dead
in Landhi within the limits of
Landhi Police Station.
A Shia man, identified as
Muhammad Yaseen, was
sprayed with bullets by
unidentified militants in
Musa Colony in Quetta. "The
deceased belonged to the
Shia community," Police said.
A Shia man, identified as
Qamber Naqvi (30),
associated with MWM was
shot dead in a sectarian
attack at an inquiry office in
Nazimabad within the
precincts of Rizvia Police
Station.
A cadre of ASWJ died during
treatment at the Aga Khan
Hospital. Police officials said
that the victim was injured in
a targeted attack at his shop
in Orangi Town on October
5, 2012.
Three Shia students,
including a girl who was
identified as Nabila, were
injured when the vehicle

1

0

Attack on religious
minority – ASWJ
Muslims

1

0

Attack on religious
minority – ASWJ
Muslims

1

0

Attack on Shiite
Muslims

1

0

1

0

Attack on Shiite
muslims

1

0

Attack on Shiite
muslims

1

0

Attack on religious
minority – ASWJ
Muslims

0

3

Attack on Shiite
muslims
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104

October 14

Sattar Road /
Quetta /
Balochistan

105

October 15

Mobina Town
/ Karachi /
Sindh

106

October 15

Gulberg /
Karachi /
Sindh

107

October 15

Bilal Colony /
Karachi /
Sindh

108

October 16

Quetta /
Balochistan

109

October 17

Qasba Colony
/ Karachi

110

October 19

Lahore /
Balochistan

111

October 19
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Gulistan-eJauhar /
Karachi /
Sindh

carrying them from Kohat to
Parachinar came under
attack near Durrani area in
Kurram Agency.
Unidentified armed militants
shot dead two brothers
belonging to Shia
community, Mohammad
Ismail and Ishaq Islmail, and
injured three others in a
sectarian attack on Sattar
Road in Quetta.
Four cadres of ASWJ were
shot dead within the
precincts of Mobina Town
Police Station near Siddiquee-Akbar mosque in Karachi.
A cadre of ASWJ, identified
as Abdul Hannan (29), was
shot dead at his shop within
the limits of Gulberg Police
Station in Gulbahar area.
A cadre of ST, identified as
Usman Qadri alias Lara, was
shot dead at his party office
under the jurisdiction of Bilal
Colony Police Station in New
Karachi area.
Four members of the Hazara
community were shot dead
in a sectarian attack in the
Kabari Market scrap market
of Quetta.
A Shia man, identified as Ali
Raza, was shot dead near
Imambargah in Qasba
Colony.
Unidentified armed militants
shot dead a Senior Lawyer
and Shia activist Shakir Ali
Rizvi near the Jain Mandir
area in Lahore District while
he was heading to the
Lahore High Court with a
colleague.
Three cadres of ASWJ and
students of the Darul Khair
Madrassa in Gulistan-eJauhar, identified as Qari
Mujahid, Qari Azizur Rehman
and Abdul Rauf, were shot
dead in a suspected

2

3

Attack on Shiite
muslims

4

0

Attack on religious
minority – ASWJ
Muslims

1

0

Attack on religious
minority – ASWJ
Muslims

1

0

4

0

Attack on Shiite
muslims
Attack on religious
minority – Hazaras

1

0

Attack on Shiite
muslims

1

0

Attack on Shiite
muslims
Attack on legal staff

3

0

Attack on religious
minority – ASWJ
Muslims
Attack on academic
staff / students
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112

October 19

Baldia Town /
Karachi /
Sindh

113

October 22

Khadda
Market / Lyari
/ Karachi /
Sindh

114

October 24

Landikotal
Chowrangi /
Karachi /
Sindh

115

October 24

Bandhani
Colony /
Karachi /
Sindh

116

October 25

FB Area /
Karachi /
Sindh

117

October 29

Gulbahar /
Karachi /
Sindh

118

October 29

Kalat Town /
Kalat /
Balochistan

119

October 31
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Nazimabad /
Karachi /
Sindh

sectarian attack on Abul
Hasan Ispahani Road, near
the SUI Head Office.
A man belonging to the
Ahmadiyya community,
identified as Saad, was killed
and his father, Farooq,
brother, Hamad, and uncle,
Nusrat were injured while
they were returning home in
a car from their worship
place in Ghaus Nagar, Baldia
Town.
A Shia sport reporter of
Janbaz Newspaper,
identified as Ali Raza, was
shot dead within Baghdadi
Police remits at Khadda
Market in Lyari area of
Karachi.
A cadre of ASWJ, identified
as Waheed, who was injured
in a targeted attack along
with his brother Isamil on
October 23, 2012 near
Landikotal Chowrangi
succumbed to his injuries.
Two cadres of the ASWJ,
Shafiq and Zubair, were shot
at and injured in a targeted
attack at Bandhani Colony in
Karachi.
At least five cadres of ASWJ
were shot dead in a sectarian
attack at 'Gulzar-e-Habib'
restaurant in FB Area of
Karachi.
In a sectarian attack, a man,
identified as Mehmood
Abbas, was killed and his
friend Ejaz was injured in
Gulbahar area.
A prayer leader of Kalat civil
hospital mosque, identified
as Qari Ziaullah, was shot
dead in Kalat Town of Kalat
District.
One Shabbir (54), belonging
to Bohra community, was
shot dead in Nazimabad area
of North Karachi.

1

3

1

0

Attack on Shiite
muslims

1

0

Attack on religious
minority – ASWJ
Muslims

2

0

Attack on religious
minority – ASWJ
Muslims

5

0

Attack on religious
minority – ASWJ
Muslims

1

1

1

0

1

0

Attack on a religious
leader
Attack on medical
staff
Attack on religious
minority - Bohras
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November
3

Hyderabad
city /
Hyderabad /
Sindh

121

November
6

Spiny Road /
Quetta /
Balochistan

122

November
6

Risala Road /
Hyderabad
District /
Sindh

123

November
6

Sadar /
Brigade PS /
Karachi /
Sindh

124

November
6

Liaquatabad /
Karachi /
Sindh

125

November
6

Bahadurabad
Chowrangi /
Karachi /
Sindh

126

November
7

Liaquatabad /
Karachi
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Two men belonging to the
Dawoodi Bohra community,
identified as Shabbir and his
cousin Murtaza, were shot
dead and another brother
Hatim was injured in an
incident of target killings
near former Rahat cinema in
Hyderabad city of Hyderabad
District.
In an incident of target killing
three people belonging to
Shia Hazara community were
killed and two others injured
when unidentified militants
opened fire at a yellow cab
on Spiny Road area in
Quetta.
At least three more people,
belonging to Bohra
community, were killed and
three others sustained
injuries when unidentified
militants opened fire at a
shop on Risala Road in
Hyderabad District.
Two men belonging to Shiite
community, identified as
Allama Agha Aftab Jaffery
(42) and Mirza Shahid Ali
were shot dead in a sectarian
attack near Parking Plaza,
Sadar within the precincts of
Brigade Police Station in
Karachi.
Two participants of Allama
Jaffery's funeral procession,
identified as Ali Hassan and
Qasim Ali, were killed and
five others, were wounded in
firing by Rangers in
Liaquatabad Town
A cadre of ST, identified as
Syed Mumtaz (40), was shot
dead in a targeted attack at
his cosmetic shop at AlMadina market near
Bahadurabad Chowrangi
within the limits of New
Town Police Station.
Three Shia men, identified as
Faraz Haider, Qasim Ali and

2

1

3

2

Attack on Shiite
muslims
Attack on religious
minority – Hazaras

3

3

Attack on religious
minority - Bohras

2

0

Attack on Shiite
muslims

2

5

Attack on a religious
gathering

1

0

3

0

Attack on Shiite
muslims
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127

November
7

Baldia / SITE
B / Karachi /
Sindh

128

November
7

North
Nazimabad /
Karachi /
Sindh

129

November
8

Pirabad /
Karachi /
Sindh

130

November
9

Arbab Khan
Road /
Quetta /
Balochistan

131

November
10

Mezan Chowk
/ Quetta /
Balochistan

132

November
10

North
Nazimabad /
Karachi /
Sindh

133

November
10

Gulshan-eIqbal area /
Karachi /
Sindh
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Waseem Ali were killed in a
sectarian attack in
Liaqutabad area of Karachi.
A man belonging to Shiite
community, identified as
Shaban Ali (40), was shot
dead at Haroonabad, Baldia
area within the precincts of
SITE B Police Station.
One Sajjad Hussain Rizvi was
killed while Jawwad Hussain
Rizvi received injuries when
unidentified militants
opened fire on them at KDA
Chowrangi, North
Nazimabad within the
vicinity of North Nazimabad
Police Station.
Two men belonging to Shiite
sect were shot dead at
Orangi Town within the
precincts of Pirabad Police
Station
A Hazara Shia, identified as
Ghulam Raza, was shot dead
by unidentified armed
assailants in a sectarian
targeted killing on Arbab
Karam Khan Road in Quetta.
Three people from the
Hazara community were
killed and one injured in an
incident of target killing
while they were on their way
home from Mezan Chowk in
Quetta.
A cadre belonging to ASWJ
was shot dead in North
Nazimabad. According to
Police, Irfan was on his way
when two armed bikers shot
him and escaped, killing him
on the spot.
At least six students from the
Deoband school of thought
were killed and 14 others
were injured while they were
sitting in a tea shop in the
Gulshan-e-Iqbal area of
Karachi.

1

0

1

1

2

0

Attack on Shiite
muslims

1

0

Attack on Shiite
muslims
Attack on a religious
minority – Hazaras

3

1

Attack on Shiite
muslims
Attack on a religious
minority – Hazaras

1

0

Attack on a religious
minority – ASWJ
Sunnis

6

14

Attack on academic
staff/ students

Attack on Shiite
muslims

Attack on a religious
minority – Deoband
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November
11

135

November
11

136

November
11

137

November
11

138

November
11

Kuchlak /
Quetta /
Balochistan
Orangi Town
/ Karachi /
Sindh

Soldier
Bazaar /
Karachi /
Sindh
Jamshed
Quarters /
Karachi /
Sindh
Manghopir /
Karachi /
Sindh

139

November
12

Machh
Bazaar /
Bolan District

140

November
12

Gulshan-eIqbal /
Karachi

141

November
12

North Karachi
/ Karachi

142

November
14

Nishtar Road
/ Karachi

143

November
14
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Dhorajee
Colony /
Karachi

A prayer leader was injured
by unidentified militants in
Kuchlak area of Quetta.
Three Shias were shot dead
and another was injured by
unidentified armed
assailants near Islam Chowk
in Orangi Town in Karachi.
A Shia person was shot dead
by unidentified armed
assailants within the Soldier
Bazaar Police Station.
Another Shia person,
identified as Mukhtiar Zaidi,
was shot dead in Jamshed
Quarters Police Station.
A prayer leader, identified as
Haroon, was killed inside a
mosque at Sultanabad in
Manghopir area.

1

0

Attack on a religious
leader

3

0

Attack on Shiite
muslims

1

0

Attack on Shiite
muslims

1

0

Attack on Shiite
muslims

1

0

Attack on a religious
leader

Three persons belonging to
the Hazara community were
killed, while two others
sustained injuries in Machh
Bazaar of Bolan District in
Balochistan.
A member of the clergy
affiliated with ASWJ was
killed at Disco Bakery, within
the precincts of Gulshan-eIqbal Police Station in
Karachi, Sindh.
An cadre of the ASWJ,
identified as Muhammad
Irfan, was shot dead in
Sector 5B-1 of North Karachi
within the limits of Khawja
Ajmair Nagri Police Station in
Karachi, Sindh.
A prayer leader who was a
supporter of ASWJ, identified
as Imran (25), was shot dead
at Nishtar Road within the
precincts of Jamshed
Quarter Police Station in
Karachi, Sindh.
A Deobandi seminary
teacher, identified as
Maulana Samiullah (33), was
shot dead in a sectarian
attack while he was going

3

2

1

0

Attack on a religious
minority – ASWJ
Sunnis

1

0

Attack on a religious
minority – ASWJ
Sunnis

1

0

Attack on a religious
minority – ASWJ
Sunnis

Attack on a religious
gathering
Attack on Shiite
muslims
Attack on a religious
minority – Hazaras

Attack on a religious
leader
1

0

Attack on academic
staff / students
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144

November
14

Korangi /
Karachi

145

November
14

Orangi Town
/ Karachi

146

November
15

Mengalaband
/ Quetta

147

November
16

Kirani Road /
Quetta

148

November
16

Hazarganj /
Quetta

149

November
18

Abbas Town /
Karachi

150

November
21

Rawalpindi /
Punjab
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somewhere after offering
Asr prayer at Dhorajee
Colony within the precincts
of Bahadurabad Police
Station in Karachi, Sindh.
A man affiliated with Tablighi
Jama'at, identified as Aslam
(28), was killed while he was
returning home after work in
Korangi area within the limits
of Korangi Police Station in
Karachi, Sindh.
A Shia teenage boy, Shaujat
Ali Naqvi (18), was shot dead
in a suspected a sectarian
attack near the Toori
Bangash Police kiosk at Raja
Taveer Colony in Orangi
Town of Karachi, the capital
of Sindh.
Two Hazara Shias, identified
as Zakir and Ibrahim, were
injured when militants
opened fire on them at
Western Bypass near
Mengalabad area in Quetta,
Balochistan.
A Hazara Shia, identified as
Jalil, was killed in a sectarian
attack on Kirani road in
Quetta, the provincial capital
of Balochistan.

Attack on religious
minority

1

0

Attack on religious
minority

1

0

Attack on Shiite
muslims

0

2

Attack on Shiite
muslims
Attack on a religious
minority – Hazaras

1

0

Attack on Shiite
muslims
Attack on a religious
minority – Hazaras

A Hazara Shia was injured in
a target attack in Hazargangi
area of Quetta while he was
going home from the
vegetable market.

0

1

Attack on Shiite
muslims
Attack on a religious
minority – Hazaras

At least three persons,
identified as Azhar Ali, Irfan
Lai and Anwer, were killed
and 12 others were injured
when a five-kilogramme IED
planted on a motorbike,
exploded near an
Imambargah Mustafa in
Abbas Town, within the
Mobina Town Police Station
in Karachi, Sindh.
At least 20 mourners,
including two minors, were
killed and more than 30,

3

12

Attack on Shiite
Muslims

21

30

Attack on a religious
gathering
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151

November
21

Orangi Town
/ Karachi /
Sindh

152

November
23

Swat / KP

153

November
23

Lakki Marwat
/ KP

154

November
23

Mardan / KP

155

November
24

Dera Ismail /
KP

156

November
25

Khairpur
District /
Sindh

157

November
28

Quetta /
Balochistan
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including three Police
personnel and five children,
were wounded in a suicide
blast at a mourning
procession taken out from
the Imambargah Qasar-eShabbir in Dhok Syedan area
on Misrial Road in
Rawalpindi District.
At least three persons,
including a suicide bomber,
were killed and 11 others
were injured in two bomb
blasts near the Haider-eKarrar Imambargah in Orangi
Town area within Peerabad
Police Station of Karachi.
A prayer leader of a local
mosque, identified as
Maulana Muhammad
Hussain, was shot dead in a
targeted attack in
Khwazakhela area of Swat
District.
A suicide bomber blew
himself up near a Shia
gathering worship place in
Lakki Marwat town of the
same District injuring two
Policemen.
A shrine was blown up by
militants in the Takhtbhai
area of Mardan District.
However, no casualties were
reported.
Eight persons were killed and
30 others were injured in a
remote-controlled bomb
blast near a Muharram
procession in the Dera Ismail
Khan District.
A person, identified as Noor
Mohammad (28), was killed
and three others were
injured in an attack by armed
assailants, outside an
Imambargah in Kolab Jeeal
town of Khairpur District.
A Hazara Shia, identified as
Hussain Ali Hazara, was shot
dead by unidentified armed
assailants on Circular Road in
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11

Attack on Shiite
Muslims

1

0

Attack on a religious
leader

1

2

Attack on Shiite
muslims
Attack on a religious
gathering
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0

8

30

1

3

1

0

Attack on communal
activity

Attack on Shiite
muslims
Attack on a religious
minority – Hazaras
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158

November
28

Gulbahar /
Karachi /
Sindh

159

November
30

Ferozabad /
Karachi /
Sindh

160

November
30

Baldia Town /
Karachi /
Sindh

161

November
30

Green Town /
Karachi /
Sindh

162

December
4

Airport Road
/ Askari Park /
Quetta /
Balochistan

163

December
11

164

December
17

Salman Farsi
mosque /
Toori
Bangash
Colony /
Orangi Town
/ Karachi /
Sindh
Shahrah-iIqbal / Quetta
/ Balochistan
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Quetta. No group claimed
responsibility of the incident.
A trustee of a Jamia Imamia
Imambargah from Shiite
community, identified as
Hassan Mohsin (70), was
shot dead by two
unidentified armed
assailants in Nazimabad area
within the precincts of
Gulbahar Police Station in
Karachi.
A Shia man, identified as
Nazar Abbas (45), was killed
and his daughter was injured
by unidentified armed
assailants near Jail
Chowrangi within the
precincts of Ferozabad Police
Station
Two Shia persons, a father,
identified as Ghulam Qadir
(63), and his son, identified
as Ghulam Abbas (32), were
shot dead in Yousuf Goth,
Baldia Town, within the
limits of Saeedabad Police
Station.
A Shia person, identified as
Riaz Hussain (48) was killed
and another identified as
Mehdi Shah (40) was injured
near an Imambargah in
Green Town.
A man, Ashfaq was killed and
his brother was injured on
Airport Road near Askari
Park in Quetta. The victims
belonged to the Shia Hazara
community.
Two persons, Hashmat Ali
and Zaheer Hussain, were
killed in sectarian attack
outside Salman Farsi mosque
in Toori Bangash Colony of
Orangi Town.

The Balochistan
Government's public
relations Director and two
Policemen were shot dead
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Attack on Shiite
muslims
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Attack on Shiite
muslims
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Attack on Shiite
muslims
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Attack on Shiite
muslims
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Attack on Shiite
muslims
Attack on a religious
minority – Hazaras
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1

Attack on local
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165

December
20

Thanvi Masjid
/ Lines Area /
Brigade PS /
Karachi /
Sindh

166

December
23

Shah Faisal
colony / Shah
Faisal colony
PS / Karachi /
Sindh

167

December
24

168

December
24

Nazimabad
No 2 /
Karachi /
Sindh
North Karachi
/ Karachi /
Sindh

169

December
25

Moti Mahal /
Gulshan-eIqbal /
Karachi /
Sindh

170

December
25

Orangi Town
/ Karachi /
Sindh

171

December
25

172

December
25

Raees Amrohi
Colony /
Orangi Town
/ Karachi /
Sindh
Gulshan-eHadeed /
Karachi /
Sindh
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near Shahrah-i-Iqbal area of
Quetta, the provincial capital
of Balochistan in the
morning. The LeJ claimed
responsibility for the killings.
The dead body of Ashiq
Abbas (45), a Shia
community member was
found near Thanvi Masjid in
Lines Area of Brigade Police
Station in Karachi.
A Shia trader, identified as
Azmat Ali, was killed inside
the area of Shah Faisal
Colony within the limits of
Shah Faisal colony Police
Station.
Three Shia traders were
killed within a couple of
minutes in Nazimabad No 2
of Karachi.
A Sunni prayer leader was
gunned down outside a
mosque in North Karachi
town of Karachi in sectarian
killing.
Information Secretary of the
ASWJ, Maulana Aurangzeb
Farooqi, survived an armed
attack at Moti Mahal of
Gulshan-e-Iqbal area of
Karachi in which his driver, a
private security guard and
four Policemen were killed.
Two cadre of ASWJ were
killed by unidentified armed
assailants in Orangi Town of
Karachi.
A Shia man, identified as
Shahid Hussain (28) was
killed in his vegetable stall in
Raees Amrohi Colony in
Orangi Town of Karachi.
A cadre of the ASWJ was
injured in firing by the Law
Enforcers in Gulshan-eHadeed of Karachi.
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Attack on Shiite
muslims
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Attack on Shiite
muslims
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Attack on Shiite
muslims

1

0

Attack on a religious
leader
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Attack on a religious
minority – ASWJ
Sunnis
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Attack on a religious
minority – ASWJ
Sunnis
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Attack on Shiite
muslims

0

1

Attack on a religious
minority – ASWJ
Sunnis
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December
30

RCD Highway
/ Dringer /
Mastung /
Balochistan

A car bomb exploded near a
convoy of buses taking Shia
pilgrims to Iran, killing 20
persons and injuring 25, on
the RCD Highway in the
Dringer area in Mastung
District of Balochistan.

Total

20

25

507

552

Attack on Shiite
muslims

Sectarian Violence in Pakistan 2011
Incident
#

Date

District

Incident Report

1

January 13

Moosa Lane /
Karachi
/
Sindh

2

January 25

Ghora Chowk
/ Urdu Bazaar
/ Lahore /
Punjab

3

March 13

Mamo Khwar
/ Hangu / KP

4

March 25

Chapari
Kurram
Agency
FATA

A Shia man, identified as
Anwar Raza, was killed in an
incident of sectarian target
killing at Moosa Lane of
Karachi.
A suicide bomber struck at
the Ghora Chowk in the Urdu
Bazaar area of Lahore, the
Provincial Capital of Punjab,
killing at least 10 people,
including a woman and three
Policemen, and injured at
least 85 others.
In a suspected sectarian
attack, 11 passengers were
killed and another six injured
when unidentified militants
intercepted a passenger
coach in Mamo Khwar area of
Hangu District in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa.
At least 13 passengers were
killed and eight injured, while
around 33 were abducted by
suspected militants in an
attack on a convoy of
passenger vehicles in the
Kurram Agency of FATA. The
area where the attack took
place is situated five
kilometres from the Chapari
check-post, inside Kurram
Agency.
At least 51 persons were
killed and more than 92
injured when two suicide
bombers blew themselves up

5

April 3
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/
/

Dera
Ghazi
Khan / Punjab

Killed

Injured

1

0

10

85

11

6

13

8

51

92

Coding
Attack on Shiite
muslims

Attack on Shiite
muslims
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6

May 06

Hazara town
/ Quetta /
Balochistan

7

May 18

Killi Kamalo /
Quetta /
Balochistan

8

May 25

Balishkhel /
Kurram
Agency /
FATA

9

May 29

Spiny Road /
Quetta /
Balochistan

10

June 2

Orangi Town
/ Karachi

11

June 22

Akhtarabad /
Quetta /
Balochistan

12

July 10

13

July 16

Qambrani
Road /
Quetta /
Balochistan
Parachinar /
Kurram
Agency /
FATA
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outside the shrine of Sufi
saint
Ahmed
Sultan,
popularly known as Sakhi
Sarwar, in Dera Ghazi Khan
District of Punjab.
Unidentified militants today
fired rockets on a group of
Shia Muslims in Quetta,
killing at least eight and
injuring 15 others.
At least seven Shia people,
including a passerby girl,
were killed and six others
sustained bullet injuries in an
attack near Killi Kamalo area
of Quetta.
Four persons were killed and
18 others received injuries in
the Balishkhel area of Upper
Kurram Agency of FATA
ahead of ceasefire
agreement between the
warring tribes of Shia and
Sunni sects.
Two Shia Policemen were
killed and three other
people, including a woman
and a Sub-Inspector of the
CID were injured in a
sectarian attack on Spiny
Road in Quetta.
A Shia activist of the MQM,
identified as Sadaqat
Hussain, was shot dead in a
sectarian attack in Orangi
Town of Karachi.
Three Shia people were
killed and nine others got
injured when four armed
militants fired at a bus
carrying Shia pilgrims to Iran
in Akhtarabad area of
Quetta.
Three persons, belonging to
Shia community, were shot
dead while coming from
Qambrani Road in Quetta.
Unidentified militants
ambushed a bus carrying
Sunni Muslims and killed all
10 passengers near

Attack on a religious
gathering

8

15

Attack on Shiite
muslims

7

6

Attack on Shiite
muslims

4

18

2

3

Attack on Shiite
muslims

1

0

Attack on Shiite
muslims

3

9

Attack on Shiite
muslims

3

0

Attack on Shiite
muslims

10

0
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14

July 28

15

July 29

16

August 28

17

August 31

Pishin /
Quetta /
Balochistan

Taftan bus
terminal /
Saryab Road /
Quetta /
Balochistan
Darya Khan /
Bhakkar /
Punjab

Quetta /
Balochistan

18

September
20

Ganjidori /
Mastung
District
/Balochistan

19

September
20

Quetta
/Balochistan

20

September
23

Sibi Road /
Sayrab /
Quetta /
Balochistan

21

October 4

154 | P a g e

Akhtarabad
area / Quetta
/ Balochistan

Parachinar town of Kurram
Agency in FATA
A prayer leader of Jamia
Albadar mosque, identified
as Abdul Karim Mengal, was
shot dead by unidentified
militants in Pishin area of
Quetta.
LeJ militants killed at least
seven people, including four
Shias, waiting to travel to
Mashhad in Iran, at Taftan
bus terminal on Saryab Road.
Unidentified assailants shot
dead three youths and
injured six others in a
suspected sectarian killing at
a billiard club in Darya Khan
Town of Bhakkar District in
Punjab.
A suicide car bomb blast
killed at least 11 Shia
persons and injured 22
others celebrating Eidul Fitr
in Quetta.
The LeJ militants shot dead
26 Shia pilgrims travelling to
Taftan, a town that shares
border with Iran, in Ganjidori
area of Mastung District and
Quetta city of Balochistan.
Unidentified gunmen killed
three Shias on the outskirts
of Quetta whom Police said
were relatives of victims of
the Shia pilgrims, who were
killed in Ganjidori area of
Mastung District.
Three people from the
Hazara community were
killed and three others,
including a child, sustained
injuries when a passenger
van was attacked by
unidentified assailants on
Sibi Road in Sayrab area of
the provincial capital of
Balochistan, Quetta.
At least 12 people of Hazara
community were killed and
seven seriously injured after
unknown militants fired
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Attack on Shiite
muslims
Attack on a religious
leader

7

0

3

6
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22

Attack on Shiite
muslims

Attack on Shiite
muslims
Attack on a religious
gathering
Attack on Shiite
muslims
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0

3

0

Attack on Shiite
muslims

3

3

Attack on Shiite
muslims
Attack on a religious
minority - Hazaras

14

5

Attack on Shiite
muslims
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22

November
25

North
Nazimabad
PS / Karachi /
Sindh

23

November
27

Numaish
Chowrangi /
Karachi

24

November
27

Metro
Cinema /
Orangi Town
/ Karachi

25

December
3

Dawood
Chowrangi /
Quaidabad PS
/ Karachi

26

December
3

Chenesar
Goth / Tipu
Sultan PS /
Karachi

27

December
21

Shah Faisal
Colony /
Jamia
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indiscriminately at a bus in
Akhtarabad area of Quetta in
Balochistan. The death toll of
the sectarian attack on the
Hazara community rose to
14.
A Shia man, identified as
Ghulam Hussain, was shot
dead in a sectarian attack at
his shop within the limits of
North Nazimabad Police
Station of Karachi by
unidentified armed
assailants.
Two SF personnel, identified
as Zain-ul-Abideen and Azhar
Hussain were shot dead and
11 others wounded when
some participants of a
protest rally organized by
SSP opened indiscriminate
fire on Shia camps at
Numaish Chowrangi area
while returning from Karachi
Press Club in Karachi.
A Shia man, identified as
Raza, was shot dead near
Metro Cinema in the
precincts of Orangi Town
Police Station.
An activist of the ASWJ,
formerly known as SSP, was
shot dead near Dawood
Chowrangi within the
precincts of Quaidabad
Police Station. The deceased,
identified as Mohammad
Fayyaz, was going home on a
bus when unidentified
armed men on a motorcycle
opened fire on him through
bus window, killing him on
the spot.
A man was shot dead near
his house at Chenesar Goth
within the limits of Tipu
Sultan Police Station. The
deceased was identified as
Shahid Raza.
One person was killed and
seven others were injured in
sectarian violence during

Attack on a religious
minority - Hazaras

1

0

Attack on Shiite
muslims

2

11

Attack on Shiite
muslims

1

0

Attack on Shiite
muslims
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0

Attack on a religious
minority – ASWJ
Sunnis

1
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1
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Farooqia /
Karachi /
Sindh
Sajjadia
Imambargah
/ Orangi /
Mominabad
PS / Karachi /
Sindh

28

December
27

29

December
27

Gulbahar PS /
Karachi /
Sindh

30

December
31

Rashid
Minhas Road
/ Gulshan-eIqbal PS /
Karachi

25th Muharram procession
in Shah Faisal Colony near
Jamia Farooqia in Karachi.
A man, identified as Nayyar
Abbas, belonging to the Shia
sect was shot dead near
Sajjadia Imambargah in
Orangi Town within the
limits of Mominabad Police
Station in Karachi.
A Pesh Imam (present prayer
leader) of Lal Masjid,
Gulbahar, and caretaker of
the seminary, identified as
Maulana Abdus Samad
Soomro, was shot dead in an
act of target killing within
the remit of Gulbahar Police
Station in Karachi.
A Shia leader of the Pasbane-Jaffaria, Askari Raza, was
killed and his companion, Ali
Mehdi, was injured in an
assault on Rashid Minhas
Road within the limits of
Gulshan-e-Iqbal Police
Station in Karachi.
Total

1

0

Attack on Shiite
muslims

1

0

Attack on a religious
leader

1

1

Attack on Shiite
muslims
Attack on a religious
leader

203

297

Sectarian Violence in Pakistan 2010
Incident
#

Date

District

Incident Report

1

January 5

Ferozewala
area / Karachi
/ Sindh

2

February
22

Yakatoot
/
Peshawar /
Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa

An
Ahmadi
leader
Muhammad Yousaf (70) was
shot dead allegedly for
seeking Police protection
against sectarian zealots in
Ferozewala Police Station
area of Karachi.
A prominent member of the
Shia community was shot
dead while his friend
sustained injuries when
unidentified
attackers
opened fire on them in
Yakatoot area of Peshawar in
NWFP.
Unidentified gunmen opened
fire on a religious procession
in
the
Dhaki
More
neighbourhood of Dera Ismail
Khan District of NWFP, killing

3

February
27
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Dhaki More /
Dera Ismail
Khan / Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa

Killed

Injured

1

0

1

1

Coding

Attack on Shiite
muslims
Attack on a religious
leader

1

NS
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4

March 1

5

March 5

6

March 08

Sariab Road /
Quetta
/
Balochistan

7

March 11

Nazimabad /
Karachi
/
Sindh

8

March 11

Sohrab Goth /
Karachi
/
Sindh

9

March 16

Civil hospital /
Quetta
/
Balochistan
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Paharpur
/
Dera Ismail
Khan / Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa
Tull / Hangu /
Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa

a person and wounding
several others.
Seven people were killed and
44 others injured in sectarian
violence in Dera Ismail Khan
area of NWFP.
12, including four women,
were killed and 33 others
injured when a suicide
bomber
targeted
a
Parachinar-bound
civilian
convoy
carrying
Shia
passengers in Tull area of
Hangu in NWFP.
A gunman was shot dead by
the Police in the Kashmirabad
area near Sariab Road in
Quetta. According to the
Sariab Police sources, the
attacker identified as Noorul
Haq was firing at the
Imambargah when the Police
arrived.
An attempt was also made on
Maulana Abdul Ghafoor
Nadeem, a leader of the SSP,
in which he was injured,
while his son lost his life.
Maulana Ghafoor Nadeem
was shot at on his way to the
city courts near Annu Bhai
Park in Nazimabad in Karachi.
The noted religious leader
and chief of the Aalmi Majlise-Tahafuza-e-Khatam-eNaboowat (AMTKN), Mufti
Saeed Jalalpuri, was shot
dead along with three
associates in Karachi.
A suicide bomber blew
himself up in a suspected
sectarian attack inside civil
hospital in Quetta, killing 11
persons and injuring 35
others.
Sources
said
unidentified assailants riding
a motorcycle killed Ashraf
Zaidi, the son of the chief of
the
Shia
Conference
Balochistan. Hundreds of
people, including a local
parliamentarian and dozens

7

44

12

33

1

0

1

5

4

0

Attack on a religious
leader

13

35

Attack on medical
staff
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10

April 17

Kacha Pakka /
Kohat
/
Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa

11

April 19

Qissa
Khawani
Bazaar
/
Peshawar /
Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa

12

May 10

Mominabad /
Karachi
/
Sindh

13

May 24

Hub / Lasbela
/ Balochistan

14

May 24

Airport Road /
Quetta
/
Balochistan
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of journalists, rushed to the
hospital where the body was
lying. As the crowd gathered
at the casualty ward, a
suicide bomber blew himself
up.
Two
burqa-clad
suicide
bombers targeted a crowd of
IDP waiting to get them
registered and receive relief
goods at the Kacha Pakka IDP
camp on the outskirts of
Kohat in NWFP, killing at least
44 and injuring more than 70.
The Lashkar-e-Jhangvi’s AlAalmi
faction
claimed
responsibility
for
the
bombings, and cited the
presence of Shias at the IDP
camp as the reason for the
attack.
At least 24 people were killed
and 41 others injured in twin
bombings hours apart at a
school and a crowded market
in Peshawar, the provincial
capital of NWFP. Police
suspect the bomber mainly
targeted
DSP
Hussain
because he belonged to the
Shia sect.
A doctor was shot dead in
suspected sectarian attack in
Karachi of Sindh. The victim,
Haider Abbas, was on his way
to the AKM Specialist
Hospital in Mominabad in his
car when two persons on a
motorcycle fired at him,
killing him on the spot.
In suspected sectarian attack,
unidentified assailants shot
dead the vice principal of a
Hub
Technical
Training
Centre on Pircas Road in Hub
in Lasbela District.
Two persons were killed and
15 others injured in a bomb
explosion at the Airport Road
in Quetta in Balochistan in a
suspected sectarian attack. In
a statement issued soon after

Attack on Shiite
muslims

46

70

Attack on Shiite
muslims

24

41

Attack on Shiite
muslims

1

0

Attack on medical
staff

1

0

Attack on academic
staff/ students

2

15

Attack on Shiite
muslims
Attack on academic
staff/ students
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15

May 28

Model Town
and
Garhi
Shahu
/
Lahore
/
Punjab

16

May 28

Satellite Town
/ Quetta /
Balochistan

17

May 28

Orangi
Karachi
Sindh

18

May 31

Mezan Chowk
/ Quetta /
Balochistan

19

May 31

Awami
Colony
Karachi
Sindh
Nazimabad
Karachi
Sindh

20

June 1

21

June 3

22

June 5
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Railway
Colony
Karachi

Gulbahar
Karachi
Sindh

/
/

/
/
/
/

/

/
/

the blast, the Shia Ulema
Council claimed that the main
target was renowned Shia
scholar Allama Najfi who
remained unhurt.
At least 80 worshippers killed
and 92 others injured as
seven assailants including
three
suicide
bomber
attacked Ahmadiyya place of
worship in Model Town and
Garhi Shahu areas of Lahore
in Punjab.
Unidentified militants killed
four Policemen in Satellite
Town area of Quetta in
Balochistan. LeJ claimed
responsibility for the attack.
A person belonging to the
Shia community was killed
and some others were
wounded in a clash between
two rival sects at Islam Chowk
in Orangi Town of Karachi in
Sindh.
Unidentified assailants shot
dead a prayer leader and his
companion at Taughi Road
near Mezan Chowk in Quetta
of Balochistan.
Nine persons were injured in
a clash in Sector 19 of Awami
Colony in Karachi in Sindh.
A person belonging to Shia
community, Asif Raza Rizvi
(42), was killed in an alleged
sectarian targeted killing near
the
Inquiry
Office at
Nazimabad of Karachi City in
Sindh.
A doctor, identified as Hassan
Hyder, belonging to the Shia
sect was shot dead by
unidentified assailants near
the Railway Colony of
Karachi.
In a suspected sectarian
attack,
unidentified
assailants riding a motorcycle
shot dead a SSP cadre,
Shehzad (25), in Petal Wali

100
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4

0

1

NS

2

0

0

9

1

0

Attack on Shiite
muslims

1

0

Attack on Shiite
muslims
Attack on medical
staff

1

0

Attack on a religious
gathering

Attack on Shiite
muslims

Attack on a religious
leader
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23

June 9

Karachi
Sindh

/

24

June 12

Karachi
Sindh

/

25

June 14

Mobina Town
/ Karachi /
Sindh

26

June 17

Karachi
Sindh

27

July 1

Data
Gunj
Bakhsh
/
Lahore
/
Punjab

28

July 1

Khokhrapar /
Karachi
/
Sindh
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/

Gali under Gulbahar Police
Station area of Karachi in
Sindh in the night.
A person belonging to the
Shia community was shot
dead at Karachi in Sindh in
the continuing wave of
sectarian violence in the city.
The victim was identified as
Shahzad Raza Rizvi.
Two persons were shot dead
in two sectarian targeted
attacks at Karachi in Sindh
and violence continued for
the third consecutive day,
sparking riots in various parts
of the city.
A leader of the SSP was shot
dead by two unidentified
assailants in the Mobina
Town Police limits at Karachi
in Sindh.
A doctor was shot dead in a
sectarian attack in Karachi in
Sindh.
According
to
eyewitness accounts, the
victim identified as Dr Zahid
Hussain was in his car when
unidentified
assailants
opened fire on him and
managed to escape from the
incident site. He was rushed
to
Jinnah
Postgraduate
Medical
Centre
where
doctors pronounced him
dead.
At least 40 persons were
killed and 175 others injured
when three suicide attackers
blew themselves up inside
the shrine of Lahore’s patron
saint Syed Ali Hajwairi
popularly known as Data
Gunj Bakhsh, at about 11 pm
(PST) in the night.
A cadre of the SSP, Qari Noor
Muhammad (35), was shot
dead in Khokhrapar Police
Station area of Karachi.
Sources said Qari Noor
Muhammad, a Pesh-Imam of
a mosque, and his friend

1

0

2

0

1

0

1

0

44

175

Attack on a religious
gathering

1

1

Attack on a religious
gathering

Attack on Shiite
muslims

Attack on medical
staff
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29

July 2

Saryab
/
Quetta
/
Balochistan

30

July 16

Char Khel /
Kurram
Agency
/
FATA

31

July 18

Sargodha
Punjab
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/

Muneer (35), received bullet
wounds when four assailants
riding on two motorcycles
opened fire at them while
they were sitting outside the
mosque.
Unidentified assailants killed
a
Shia
scholar,
Ali
Muhammad, in a suspected
sectarian attack in Saryab
area of Quetta in Balochistan.
Ali Muhammad, president of
the
Kashmirabad
Imambargah, was walking in
a street close Shahjee chowk
when the assailants opened
fire at him, killing him on the
spot.
At least 18 persons were
killed while four others
sustained critical injuries as
their
vehicles
were
ambushed by unidentified
militants in Char Khel locality
of Kurram Agency in FATA. A
caravan, comprising Shia
passenger vehicles, was
heading to Peshawar from
Para Chanar, a central place
in Kurram Agency. The
victims are believed to be
hailing from Para Chanar,
sources said.
Three persons were killed
and more than 20 others
were injured when a suicide
bomber blew himself up
outside an Imambargah (Shia
meeting hall) in Sargodha
town of Punjab in the
evening. The target was
Darululoom Muhammadia
Imambargah, witnesses said.
Tariq Abbas, who was injured
in the blast, said when
worshippers were coming
out after Maghrib prayers, a
youth tried to enter the
Imambargah
compound.
When a guard stopped him,
the teenage suicide bomber
blew himself up.
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Attack on Shiite
muslims
Attack on academic
staff / students
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4

Attack on Shiite
muslims
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July 29

Sanghbakht /
Kurram
Agency
/
FATA

33

August 11

Tariq Road /
Karachi
/
Sindh

34

August 14

Hirabad
Sindh

35

August 16

Shalimar Park
/ Nazimabad /
Karachi
/
Sindh

36

August 17

Nishtar Road
/ Nabi Bux /
Karachi
/
Sindh

37

September
1
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/

Karbala
Gamay Shah /
Data Darbar /
Lahore
/
Punjab

At least 10 persons were
killed and their houses set
ablaze in sectarian violence in
the Sanghbakht village of
Kurram
Agency.
Local
residents said that men of the
Shia sect carried out the
attack.
A Shia person, Zakir Hussain
(24), was shot dead by
unidentified assailants riding
a motorcycle in sectarian
attack near the Madni
Mosque in the Tariq Road
area of Karachi in Sindh.
A woman, Sabra, and a boy,
Dilshad, were killed and eight
other persons injured in a
clash between two sectarian
groups in Hirabad town in
Sindh in the night.
Khadim Hussain (37), the son
of Shia Action Committee
chief and MWM central
leader Maulana Mirza Yousuf
Hussain, was shot dead in a
sectarian attack near the
Shalimar
Park
in
the
Nazimabad
locality
of
Karachi.
A prayer leader Mufti Furqan
(50), son of Babu Ansari,
belonging to the Deobandi
sect, was shot dead by
unidentified assailants while
he was heading home in
Marwari Mohalla on his
motorcycle near Sabri Masjid
on Nishtar Road under Nabi
Bux Police Station in Karachi.
43 persons were killed and
another 233 injured in two
suicide attacks and one
grenade attack on a Shia
procession marking Hazrat
Ali’s martyrdom in Lahore.
LeJ
Al-alami
claimed
responsibility for the three
attacks
that
occurred
minutes apart in Bhaati Gate
locality of Lahore. The
mourning procession was in
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muslims
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September
1

Empress
Market
Karachi
Sindh

39

September
2

Pidrak
/
Turbat
/
Balochistan

40

September
3

Mezan Chowk
/ Quetta /
Balochistan

41

September
3

Muslimabad /
Mardan
/
Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa

42

September
19

Old Golimar
Chowrangi /
Karachi
/
Sindh
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/
/

its last stages and was about
to end at Karbala Gamay
Shah near Data Darbar, when
the terrorists stuck.
At least seven persons
including a Police constable
sustained minor injuries
when unidentified assailants
in a building near Empress
Market of Karachi, the
provincial capital of Sindh,
opened fire near the main
Youm-e-Ali procession at
5:30 pm (PST).
Two civilians were killed and
eight others injured when
unidentified
assailants
opened fire on a passenger
bus carrying Shia pilgrims in
Pidrak area near Turbat in
Balochistan. According to
reports, a passenger bus
coming from Sindh was
attacked near Pidrak area, a
town close to Turbat city.
At least 67 persons were
killed while over 200 others
were injured after a suicide
bomber blew himself up
amidst participants of a rally
held to mark the Al-Quds Day
in Mezan Chowk of Quetta.
At least one person was
killed, while four others were
injured in a suicide attack on
a worship place of the
Ahmedis in Muslimabad area
of Mardan, the main town of
Mardan District, in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa.
A person belonging to the
Shia community was killed in
the Rizvia Police Station area
in Karachi, the province
capital of Sindh. DSP said the
victim, identified as 37-yearold Tanveer Abbas, was at
Old Golimar Chowrangi area
when
two
unidentified
assailants on a motorcycle
shot him dead and managed
to escape.
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Gulshan-eHadeed /
Karachi /
Sindh
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Abdullah
Shah Ghazi /
Clifton /
Karachi /
Sindh

45

October 14

46

October 22

Loy Shelman
/ Parang Dra /
Landikotal /
Khyber
Agency /
FATA
Pishtakhara /
Peshawar /
Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa

47
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Baba Farid
Shrine /
Pakpattan /
Punjab

48
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Quetta /
Balochistan
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29

Mehmoodab
ad / Karachi /
Sindh

December
8

164 | P a g e

Tirah bazaar /
Kohat /

A person belonging to the
Shia community, identified as
Zaheer Abbas, was shot dead
in a suspected sectarian
attack near his house in
Gulshan-e-Hadeed area of
Karachi.
Nine persons, including two
children, were killed and over
65 others sustained injuries
when two suicide bombers
blew themselves up at the
shrine of Abdullah Shah Ghazi
in the Clifton area of Karachi
in Sindh.
Unidentified militants blew
up the shrine of Syed
Muhammad Shah at Loy
Shelman, near Parang Dra in
Landikotal of Khyber Agency
in FATA.
An IED, detonated through a
remote control, killed five
persons and injured 22 others
inside
a
mosque
in
Pishtakhara
suburb
of
Peshawar, the provincial
capital
of
Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa.
A bomb explosion at the
eastern gate of the Baba
Farid Shrine in Pakpattan
District of Punjab killed at
least six persons, including
three women and injuring
several others.
Four Shia persons were shot
dead
by
unidentified
assailants in Quetta, the
provincial
capital
of
Balochistan.
A Shia leader, Nayyar Zaidi
(50), the president of Pasbane-Aza, was shot dead by
unidentified assailants in a
suspected sectarian attack in
Mehmoodabad
area
of
Karachi, the provincial capital
of Sindh.
At least 19 persons were
killed and 32 others were
injured when a suicide
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Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa

51

December
10

Pas Kalay /
Hangu /
Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa

52

December
14

Badbher
/
Peshawar /
Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa

53

December
15

Arbab Karam
Khan Road /
Quetta
/
Balochistan

54

December
16

Yadgar Chowk
/ Peshawar /
Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa

55

December
17

Khanpur
Shikarpur
Sindh

56

December
27

Karachi /
Sindh
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bomber blew up a passenger
van at a bus stand in Tirah
bazaar when people were
returning home in Lower
Orakzai Agency from the
bazaar.
At least 17 persons were
killed and over 20 others
were injured in a suspected
sectarian attack when a
suicide bomber rammed his
explosives-laden vehicle into
an under-construction
hospital in the in Pas Kalay
area of Hangu District in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
Three caretakers of Ghazi
Baba shrine, identified as
Mohammad Ali, Ghazi and
Aslam Khan, were shot dead
by militants in Badbher area
of Peshawar, the provincial
capital
of
Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa at about 2am
(PST).
Three persons, including two
brothers and a child, were
shot dead and another
sustained bullet injures in an
incident of sectarian attack
on Arbab Karam Khan Road in
Quetta.
A child was killed while 25
mourners, including eight
women and three children,
sustained injuries when
militants threw a hand
grenade
at
Muharram
mourning procession at
Yadgar Chowk in Peshawar.
SFs shot dead a suspected
militant who tried to enter
the Ashura procession along
with a bag in a village near
Khanpur in Shikarpur District
of Sindh. The attacker
managed to explode a
grenade before he died,
injuring
four
persons,
including a Police official.
Five persons, including a
minor girl, were killed and

18

20

Attack on medical
facility

3

0

Attack on a place of
worship

3

1

1

25

1

4

5

3

Attack on a religious
gathering
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three others were injured in
sectarian violence in
different parts of Karachi,
the provincial capital of
Sindh.

Total
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